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Mamdani wins New York;
is first Muslim and South
Asian origin Mayor elect

Anisha Dutta
NEW YORK

Zohran Mamdani on Tues-
day made history by be-
coming New York City’s
first Muslim and South
Asian-origin Mayor-elect,
and its youngest since 1917,
topping off a stunning
grassroots campaign led by
the message of affordabili-
ty and upending a political
class  dominated by
wealthy donors.

In his victory speech be-
fore a jubilant crowd in
Brooklyn, the 34-year-old
declared: “We have top-
pled a political dynasty...
tonight, New York has
stepped from the old into
the new.” Quoting from Ja-
waharlal Nehrus “Tryst
with Destiny” speech, Mr.
Mamdani said: “Standing
before you, I remember
the words of Jawaharlal
Nehru. A moment comes,
which comes but rarely in
history, when we step out
from the old to the new,
when an age ends, and
when the soul of a nation,
long suppressed, finds
utterance.”

He defeated both a Re-
publican challenger, Curtis
Sliwa, and former New
York Governor Andrew Cu-
omo, who was backed by a
coalition of billionaires
who spent millions to
block Mr. Mamdani’s rise.

“New York, tonight you
have delivered a mandate
— for a new kind of politics,
for a city we can afford,
and for a government that
delivers exactly that,” Mr.
Mamdani said. “Years from
now, may our only regret
be that this day took so
long to come.”

Over two million New
Yorkers voted, the highest
turnout for a mayoral con-

i

Historic win: New York City Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani with his

& "

wife and parents after his speech in Brooklyn. GETTY IMAGES

test in more than 50 years,
according to the New York
Board of Elections.

Mr. Mamdani won
50.4% of the votes, while
Mr. Cuomo, running as in-
dependent, won 41.6%. Mr.
Sliwa won 7.1%.

Message to Trump
During his speech, Mr.
Mamdani addressed U.S.
President Donald Trump,
who had repeatedly threa-
tened to cut federal fund-
ing to New York if he won.
“If anyone can show a na-
tion betrayed by Donald
Trump how to defeat him,
it is the city that gave rise
to him,” he said.

“So hear me, President
Trump - since I know
you're watching — I have
four words for you: turn
the volume up.” He was la-
ter joined by his wife, Ra-
ma Duwaji; mother, film-
maker Mira Nair; and
father, political theorist
Mahmood Mamdani, be-
fore walking off the stage to
a famous Bollywood track,
“Dhoom machale”, as the
crowd erupted in uproar.

Mr. Mamdani’s meteoric
rise from a little-known
State assemblyman into
the frontrunner for New
York Mayor is one of the
most potent case studies in
grassroots organising in

Address :
Email Id :

contemporary American
politics.

A little over a year ago,
as Democrats reeled from
Mr. Trump’s re-emer-
gence, Mr. Mamdani stood
on a street corner in Asto-
ria in Queens with a micro-
phone, asking passers-by
why they voted the way
they did.

He mobilised a coalition
of ethnic and religious
communities often over-
looked by citywide candi-
dates, bringing his eco-
nomic message directly to
thousands of immigrant
New Yorkers. In his victory
speech, Mr. Mamdani said:
“New York will remain a ci-
ty of immigrants, a city
built by immigrants, po-
wered by immigrants and
as of tonight, led by an
immigrant.”

Mr. Mamdani said his
candidacy challenged con-
ventional wisdom, adding:
“l am young, despite my
best efforts to grow older. I
am Muslim. I am a demo-
cratic socialist. And most
damning of all, I refuse to
apologise for any of this.”
(Anisha Dutta is a New
York-based journalist)
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Mamdani wins New York; is first
Muslim and South Asian origin
Mayor elect

G A AT Siidr; uga gfeTH
IR gféror TRrE ga & 3R g3 T

e Zohran Mamdani on Tuesday

made history by becoming New York City’s
first Muslim and South Asian-origin Mayor-
elect, and its youngest since 1917, topping
off a stunning grassroots campaign led by
the message of affordability and upending a
political class dominated by wealthy donors.

g HHGHT 7 HIAaR &I 3fde 34 faa,
s d gaie Ridt & ugd g o aféor
TRATE ga & AWR-3dee o1 3R 1917 F 915
TS $H SY & AW T IBH gy
(affordability) & TR TR TTRT U 3IgUd
SfE (grassroots campaign) &

SIRT 3R grarsit & yHId IS a7 &

fea faar|

¢ In his victory speech before
a jubilant crowd in Brooklyn, the 34-year-old
declared: “We have toppled a political
dynasty... tonight, New York has stepped from
the old into the new.”
gepfer | IR His & A 3o fasra
HTYOT | 34 I8 AHGH! A HgT: “THA U
A RM | Y QT | Hea @ 2|

e Quoting from Jawaharlal
Nehru’s “Tryst with Destiny” speech, Mr.
Mamdani said: “Standing before you, |
remember the words of Jawaharlal Nehru. A
moment comes, which comes but rarely in
history, when we step out from the old to the
new, when an age ends, and when the soul of
a nation, long suppressed, finds utterance.”

mﬁﬁﬁ'\’?%“ﬁyst with Destiny”
YIVUT BT S&XUT &d gU, ot THGHT 3 Hgr:
“3{T0ds AT TS BIHx o TaTgrard Hee &
e TG 31T § — SFagr & U U1 407 37T 8,
9 89 R A ¢ A 4% Hd &, 91 T
AT BIdT 8 3R STal AP B SATeAT, S el g7
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He defeated both a Republican challenger, Curtis Sliwa, and former New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo, who was backed by a coalition of billionaires who
spent millions to block Mr. Mamdani'’s rise.

Ie RufRre= Sefiear Hiéw faar sk gd =gaid ek tgg o — 5%
SRTUfIAl & TP TSaY= T 99U U o1 forgia & et &1 uifa & A & forg
Tl SR @d fhT — gHi &I &[l

“New York, tonight you have delivered a mandate — for a new kind of politics, for
a city we can afford, and for a government that delivers exactly that,” Mr.
Mamdani said. “Years from now, may our only regret be that this day took so long to
come.”

st AAEHI 3 e, “gaids, 3ATST I ATIA TH STGRT a1 § — U ¢ YhR Pt
e & fore, ue U vreR & e ford g a8+ 37 o, 3R U 0t TRPR &
T oY 594 AIHR HR1” ST S FET, “Tal 918, THARI Had Tg! WG ol b Tg fad
3 H a1 ) ol el

Over two million New Yorkers voted, the highest turnout for a mayoral contest in
more than 50 years, according to the New York Board of Elections.

& IR, 20 TG A e @ThaTRE 3 AdgH a1, S & 50
ﬁﬁﬂ'\’?ﬂﬁ P fore Iad 3ifire wagM Uil

Mr. Mamdani won 50.4% of the votes, while Mr. Cuomo, running as an independent,
won 41.6%. Mr. Sliwa won 7.1%.

%ﬁnﬂggﬁ%sm%aﬁz\—rﬂﬁ, e FHY (T STHGAR) BT 41.6% 3R f&ear o1
71% I

Message to Trump

U

During his speech, Mr. Mamdani addressed U.S. President Donald Trump, who had
repeatedly threatened to cut federal funding to New York if he won.

3T YTYUT & SR, T 3 et SIHITE ¢U &I Iaifdd faar, el
IR-SR ¢! <t 2 foh I FHerF Sfid U ot 4 =gaie 3t THig BiET 9 #= |

“If anyone can show a nation betrayed by Donald Trump how to defeat him, it is the
city that gave rise to him,” he said.

IEF FE, “IR BN SIHICS U GRT GG WY 30 F1 T8 R wabat & 5 39
BRI ST, ¢l 9 e AT 8l o, fore 39 o faanl”

“So hear me, President Trump — since | know you’re watching — | have four words
for you: turn the volume up.” He was later joined by his wife Rama Duwaji,
mother, filmmaker Mira Nair, and father, political theorist Mahmood Mamdani,
before walking off the stage to a Bollywood track “Dhoom machale”, as the crowd
erupted in uproar
SBH Fgl, i gAY, YUl T — i T U 7 310 37 @ § — TR U 310
TR U 8 ‘Turn the volume up.” 3T& dI¢ Hd TR 3% I 3! Tell THT gaTeil,
i, firea fomfar diR1 AR, SiR e, Teifoe faare weqg waer! i gul
AHGH! H9 3§ Sidigs M “gi Wb & W IR T, Saih ﬁﬂsmﬁ@aﬁl
Mr. Mamdani's meteoric rise from a little-known State assemblyman into the
frontrunner for New York Mayor is one of the most potent case studies in
grassroots organizing in contemporary American politics.

BT 99 IUR, T S(eY-J1d I AT 9e I =gais AR UG &
TG IEGAR T4 dh, DI 3ARDT I T THIT JITS (grassroots
organising) &1 JaY JHTARITC IaERUT ¢ |

A little over a year ago, as Democrats reeled from Mr. Trump’s re-emergence, Mr.
Mamdani stood on a street corner in Astoria in Queens with a microphone, asking
passers-by why they voted the way they did.

UH 99 Ugd, 9 SHiched U &t aTuil I gavy 3, ot THeH! #19 & weiivan
Wﬁwm%ﬁwmﬁwa@a 3R ATl ¥ Um TR U fr 35l
o RE HaeH foan, ot fan
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¢ He mobilised a coalition of ethnic and religious communities, often overlooked
by citywide candidates, bringing his economic message directly to thousands of
immigrant New Yorkers.

I et 3R enfifer el & U TodeH &) Tnfed foran, g SRR
YEXATY IHGIR TR I &, 3R 30 e T ot WY goIRY yarf
qGiHaTREl 9@ ugarT|

¢ In his victory speech, Mr. Mamdani said: “New York will remain a city of
immigrants, built by immigrants, powered by immigrants and as of tonight, led
by an immigrant.”

3 faorr UTwor § sft AT 3 FeT: “gaid TaTal &1 UeR I8 — TRl gRI
ST T, UaTRA gRT AT, 3R Tt Id R/, U AT gRT Aqed far marr

e Mr. Mamdani said his candidacy challenged conventional wisdom, adding: “l am
young, despite my best efforts to grow older. | am Muslim. | am a democratic
socialist. And most damning of all, | refuse to apologise for any of this.”

S T 3 el b SR SHeaR) I WRTE g bl g Y, 3R
ST “H AT §, ol €1 7 g1 8 B! DI B e § | F e §
FTSTaTS (democratic socialist) | 3R 48 Aeaquf a1, & $8a forw AT HiTH |
FTPR BIATRI”

U.P. CM allots 72 houses on
land reclaimed from mafia
RPRES

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath on
Wednesday handed over
allotment letters of flats to
72 Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) families in
Lucknow. The flats have

been built on land that was

once illegally occupied by : . 8

the mafia. Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath presenting a
housewarming gift to a beneficiary of the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

‘Mafia to face action’ Housing Scheme on Wednesday. ANI

While inaugurating the Sar-

dar Vallabhbhai Patel
Housing Scheme, Mr. Adi-
tyanath warned of strict
action against those who il-
legally occupy public land.
“This is not merely a hous-
ing distribution ceremony;
it is a message that the
poor will now receive
homes built on land once
occupied by the mafia.
Those who glorify crimi-
nals, recite prayers at their
graves, and exploit the
poor must know that such
acts will no longer be toler-
ated in Uttar Pradesh,” he

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

said.

Mr. Adityanath added
the government stands
firmly to protect the rights
of every citizen. “This is
the identity of a new India
and a new Uttar Pradesh,
where development walks
hand in hand with faith,
culture, and tradition,”
said the U.P. CM. Mr. Adi-
tyanath also met the benef-
iciaries and presented
them with housewarming
gifts.

He said that since 2017,
the BJP government made

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

efforts to transform U.P’s
unfavorable reputation by
taking measures against
crime and criminals. “For
the last eight and a half
years, we have persistently
acted against mafias who
previously ridiculed the
Constitution. In earlier
times, even officials and
governments yielded to
them. Mafia dominance
was once prevalent from
east to west and north to
south; however, that is no
longer the case,” said the
U.P. Chief Minister.
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U.P. CM allots 72 houses on land reclaimed from mafia

IR USRN GEAHAt 7 A1fthar | O: Ui Y W 72 W 3rafed fb

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Wednesday handed over
allotment letters of flats to 72 Economically Weaker Section (EWS) families in
Lucknow.

IR U & gErH=l aiift snfeemry = gUaR &l a@+S H onfife v & FHeiR
it (Ews) #t 72 TfkaRY & v & 3rde uF I |

The flats have been built on land that was once illegally occupied by the mafia.

3 i 39 YA TR 991 U @ N St wnftear gIRT erdy U 1 wears s A

‘Mafia to face action’

AIfpaT W gt prarg

O

While inaugurating the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Housing Scheme, Mr. Adityanath
warned of strict action against those who illegally occupy public land.

TWRER TEAYHTS U ST TISHT BT 3GHTe HRd gU o G- A Ardeif-is
YfY TR 3AY ool HA I1al & fAATE HS) BRATg 3! Iara

“This is not merely a housing distribution ceremony; it is a message that the poor will
now receive homes built on land once occupied by the mafia.

31 FET, I8 B AT fIaRor TR T ; I8 U Tax § o e ot 3
I Yf W R e Ry wR gd wiftear &1 oot ATI

Those who glorify criminals, recite prayers at their graves, and exploit the poor

must know that such acts will no longer be tolerated in Uttar Pradesh,” he said.

IR Fel, 5 AT SURTIRAA PT ARHHST FYa 2, 37 Ful W AR Te & IR

TS} P1 MY FRa &, I T§ O o1 AT 6 T Fe 31a Iav wewr o g iz -1t

forg St

Mr. Adityanath added the government stands firmly to protect the rights of every

citizen.

gﬁ ETTY 3 F5T s TRPR YD ARG & ARBRT B 38 F A Tgar A @t
|

“This is the identity of a new India and a new Uttar Pradesh, where development

walks hand in hand with faith, culture, and tradition,” said the UP. CM.

IR USRI & TRTHA! 2 HgT, “T8 Y YR SR T IR WS Pt Uga= ¢, Se! fabra

STRT, WP d SR WRT & 1Y Tera1 g 1”

Mr. Adityanath also met the beneficiaries and presented them with

housewarmlng gifts.

st sy = aruTifal @ gareTd it Sk 3% eUd¥ SUsR He fhu|

He said that since 2017, the BJP government has made efforts to transform U.P’s

unfavorable reputation by taking measures gﬁ_{nst crime and criminals.

381 HeT fh 2017 T, HISUT TRPR - URTY faTw 9= wen
ISTHT IR YT P W Bfd B Iga 1 vy fHar g1

“For the last eight and a half years, we have persistently acted against mafias who
previously ridiculed the Constitution.

I Bgl, “Usd 316 94 B8 WA |, g0 THIAR 3 Afsarsi & f@Gare srRarg
P 8 o uga AfaurT &1 7o I81d A1

In earlier times, even officials and governments yielded to them.

Ugd & 99y H, SIPRY SR TR W 3% 3t e Sran et A |

Mafia dominance was once prevalent from east to west and north to south;
however, that is no longer the case, said the U.P. Chief Minister.

IR T F T 3 e, I P gaeaT B ud | ufd o IR @ gt
a% Thell g3 T, AfpT 3ra TIT T @
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Chinese varsities
dominate QS Asia
rankings; India slips

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

China has overtaken India
as the most-represented lo-
cation in the QS World Un-
iversity Rankings: Asia
2026, according to the
rankings released this
week.

While India added 132
universities and institutes
to the list this year, taking
its tally to a record high of
294, China added 259 insti-
tutions, bringing its total to
394.

In the last two editions,
India had the highest num-
ber of universities and in-
stitutes in the rankings,
ahead of China. This year,
a total of 1,526 universities
were ranked, of which 557
are new entries.

Among the top 100

Seven Indian institutions
feature in the top 100, with
the Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi, ranked

This vear, a total of
1,526 universities
have been ranked, of
which 557 are new

highest at 59, followed by
the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc), and the IITs
in Madras, Bombay, Kha-
ragpur, and Kanpur, along
with the University of Del-
hi. China, meanwhile, has
25 universities in the top
100. While India retained
the same number of insti-
tutes in the top 100 as last
year, their rankings de-
clined. The [T-Delhi
slipped from 44 in the 2025
rankings to 59 this year.

Delhi University fell
from 81 to 95, the IISc from
62 to 64, and the IIT Ma-
dras from 56 to 70.

The top 10 positions in
the 2026 rankings were
dominated by universities
from Hong Kong, Singa-
pore, and China.

Chinese varsities dominate QS Asia
rankings; India slips

I fayfaemeat 3 as wlRmr b
H gacal 99[T; URd fussT

e China has overtaken India as
the most-represented location in the QS
World University Rankings: Asia 2026,
according to the rankings released this week.
9 A 3T ITE SR QS aes ginaiid I
TR 2026 ¥ Had e yfafafieg ara
RIM F ¥Y H YR & 1S 31 fean g

¢ While India added 132
universities and institutes to the list this
year, taking its tally to a record high of 294,
China added 259 institutions, bringing its
total to 394.

39 Y YRA A g 7 132 fayfemey ik
I ST, fo ISP ol TeT 294 &
Rpie WR d& Ugd TS, SIaie 1 A 259

TR SIS, S8 SUa! $ot &1 394 81 T8 |

e In the last two editions, India
had the highest number of universities and
institutes in the rankings, ahead of China.
frga 3 eheon B, ¥ & URa & U
fayfemeal ok ST o e Sifs
3T off, S = o ST T

e This year, a total of 1,526
universities were ranked, of which 557 are
new entries.

9 99 oot 1,526 fayfaemaa) & ¥& foan
T, forTe § 557 T WaRI 5 |

e Among the top 100, seven
Indian institutions feature, with the Indian
Institute of Technology, Delhi (IIT Delhi)
ranked highest at 59, followed by the Indian
Institute of Science (1ISc), and the lITs in
Madras, Bombay, Kharagpur, and Kanpur,
$ with the University of Delhi.

100 & ATd HRGI TR A 8, FoFd
YR MR g, feeedt (i fewh) &t
5991 R el 8, 39 9l HRaH fagm=

TR (1Sc), 3R NIT HEN, 91, SR MR STHQR & 1Y et fayfaemeag

RUERE]

e China, meanwhile, has 25 universities in the top 100.
Jgl, 9 & =i 100 7 25 fyyfaemea 7

¢  While India retained the same number of institutes in the top 100 as last year, their
rankings declined.

YR A fUza g - &€ T=m 2 100 # s9W @, AP S9! Ifh & fARTae

3Ms |

o The lIT-Delhi slipped from 44 in the 2025 rankings to 59 this year.
IT-feeett 31 ¥ 2025 H 443 I T TR 39 ¥ 599 T W 31 T |

o Delhi University fell from 81 to 95, the lISc from 62 to 64, and the IIT Madras from
56 to 70.
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feeht fayfemea ot 3T 81 | g 95, lISc FT 62 | 64, 3R T HETH 1 56 A
70 IR 3T TS|

e The top 10 positions in the 2026 rankings were dominated by universities from
Hong Kong, Singapore, and China.

2026 @Y b A =M 10 MY W TS, RETQR iR 6 & fayfaaedl &1 qaear
e

GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography

TOPICS COVERED 06 November 2025
History
1.
BJP to mark 150 years of Vande Mataram
YTSIUT “d¢ AR’ & 150 99 ¥ §1F BT Io0d ATt
2.
Four top Bangla leaders in jail assassinated
Sid | IR <fid qivaresit Adarsi & gan
3.
Plot to assassinate Soviet leaders
Aifaad Aarsi @t g &t |iforRr
4.
Forgotten men: the story of two peacemakers and their ideas of the world
Y U IOV I Wifd TReP! 3R 37 fay =DHIur &Y Harh
5.
Funeral attack on city in Sudan’s Kordofan region kills 40, says UN
S & DRSIBH &7 & e¥ A 3ifdw IR W gud § 40 AN &1 Hi4,
HYI MY = BT
6.
‘Ukrainian troops in Pokrovsk, Kupiansk should surrender’
TshIoeh 3R HIUTID | Geb-il ATHI B SMTHATHUT HAT AR’
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History

06/11/2025

BJP to mark
150 years
of Vande

Mataram
GS I: History |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Wednesday an-
nounced that Vande Mata-
ram would be collectively
sung across the country on
November 7, the day Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
expected to attend one
such event at the Indira
Gandhi Indoor Stadium
here.

At a press conference,
BJP national general secre-
tary Tarun Chugh said the
party would organise pro-
grammes at the district
and State levels to com-
memorate the 150th anni-
versary of Vande Mataram
from November 7 to 26,
coinciding with Constitu-
tion Day.

The celebrations will
take place at 150 key sites
of national significance, in-
cluding the Kargil War Me-
morial, and nearly 1,100 lo-
cations in West Bengal.
(With PTI inputs)

BJP to mark 150 years of Vande Mataram

YTSTUT ‘d¢ AT’ & 150 a9 R g9 BT IId T

e The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Wednesday
announced that Vande Mataram would be collectively sung across the
country on November 7, the day Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected
to attend one such event at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium here.

YR ST el (HTSTUT) 7 FUIR &1 900N Bt {4 ATeRH &1 7 76 &
T B AfRE EU 1 T e, o o wur AR wid ast sfew
it TSR W fean 7 0 € v wrigH & it g1 I I+ B
At a press conference, BJP national general secretary
Tarun Chugh said the party would organise programmes at the district and
State levels to commemorate the 150th anniversary of Vande Mataram
from November 7 to 26, coinciding with Constitution Day.

TH U B35 H, YTl & AT a1 T A $ol fob UIcT d¢ ARy
B 15041 quiiTia T & oy 7 | 26 AR do e 3R I9T TR R
Sraifora S, o Afaur= feaw & ar A @)

e The celebrations will take place at 150 key sites of national
significance, including the Kargil War Memorial, and nearly 1,100 locations
in West Bengal.

g Id e & 150 YA Tydl R R fasar Smem, fomd srfira
%:%'W A 8, R ufdm s & TR 1,100 R W +ff BrfmH

I
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Four top Bangla leaders in
jail assassinated

CS I History
NEW DELHI, Nov. 5: Four leaders, including Mr.
Tajuddin Ahmed and Syed Nazrul Islam, who
steered Bangladesh to freedom through a gory
struggle, were assassinated on Monday, within
three months of the brutal gunning down of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Radio Bangladesh which announced the
assassinations today-the third day of the turmoil
in Dacca—did not give the names of the killers
but subsequent developments left little doubt
that they were very army officers who
engineered the August 15 coup in which the
Sheikh and his family members were killed.

The two other assassinated on Monday were
Mr. A.K.M. Kamaruzzaman and Mr. Mansur Ali.

With these killings, Mr. Khondakar Mushtaque
Ahmed remains the sole survivor of the
five-member provisional regime which guided
the freedom struggle from Mujibnagar after the
Pakistani army crackdown on March 26, 1971.

Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed was Prime Minister of
the provisional Government and Mr. Nazrul
Islam the acting President, in the absence of
Sheikh Mujib who was then in Pakistani jail.

Radio Bangladesh said that Monday’s killings
took place in Dacca Central Jail, where the four
leaders had been lodged after the August 15
coup. Another leader arrested after the coup
was Mr. Abdus Samad, who was a member of
Sheikh Mujib’s Cabinet. His fate is unknown.

Radio Bangladesh announced in the morning
that a three-member judicial committee headed
by the Supreme Court Chief Justice had been
appointed to inquire into the “heinous crimes”
committed by “miscreants”.

Four top Bangla leaders in jail assassinated

o A 9R i qivaresh Aareii $i gan

e NEW DELHI, Nov. 5: Four leaders,
including Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed and Syed Nazrul Islam,
who steered Bangladesh to freedom through a gory
struggle, were assassinated on Monday, within three
months of the brutal gunning down of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

7% foweht, 5 FaweR: IR Aar, 5 N e srewe 3R
AU Ao d ¥ T 4, iR wes Ty & arey
W I I WAl feeTg, 37! WHAR B g1 PR G
TS, 5 Ye AW HollgR YgAH B | g & = adA
CICEE]

o Radio Bangladesh, which announced the
assassinations today — the third day of the turmoil in
Dacca — did not give the names of the killers but
subsequent developments left little doubt that they
were the very army officers who engineered the August
15 coup in which the Sheikh and his family members
were killed.

IS FATSRT A 3111 37 SIS B! GO DT — SN STHT A
3reTifer & R 3 g5 — At I gRl & 9 =gt
1Y, gTdifes 918 DI TSI A g TIHT WY gl 141 fob 3
a1 97 fUprY A o1 15 3R T adTyele forar
T, foRH BRg gefte SR S91% URaR & Aewl &t gt ot

DR

e The two other assassinated on Monday
were Mr. A.LK.M. Kamaruzzaman and Mr. Mansur Ali.
AR Pl AR T & 37 T 4t T.&b. Q0. FHEH 3R
oft TR arett 4

o With these killings, Mr. Khondakar
Mushtaque Ahmed remains the sole survivor of the five-
member provisional regime which guided the freedom
struggle from Mujibnagar after the Pakistani army
crackdown on March 26, 1971.
3 ganslt & TG, St Wi qRaI® 3gH Uid Aewig
ST WPHR & THATA Siifdd g 94, o 26 A

1971 P! YTt VT & G HPUA & 971G GolaTR I Iqa=dl TITH BT Agea

far um

e Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed was Prime Minister of the provisional Government and Mr.
Nazrul Islam the acting President, in the absence of Sheikh Mujib, who was then

in Pakistani jail.

off A SrEe SRUTN WPR & YU 3 3R oY Ao 3w FrddEs
Tgufd 4, Sfs A qolta IH Ty UIfpwrt o § &g 3|

o Radio Bangladesh said that Monday’s killings took place in Dacca Central Jail,
where the four leaders had been lodged after the August 15 coup
A& TS A FAN [ VAR B g STHT ded oid | g3, G@ﬂﬂ‘fﬁ?ﬂeﬁ
DI 15 3RA & qEAIAC &b §1G @M 74T T |

e Another leader arrested after the coup was Mr. Abdus Samad, who was a member
of Sheikh Mujib’s Cabinet. His fate is unknown.
AT & §1G IRUAR T 37 A1 oft 3feg™ wHg 4, S g Hoitg &) Hfame &
o 3| 3T Uiaw Sy B

o Radio Bangladesh announced in the morning that a three-member judicial
committee headed by the Supreme Court Chief Justice had been appointed to
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inquire into the “heinous crimes” committed by “miscreants.”
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Plot to assassinate Soviet
leaders

Plot to assassinate Soviet leaders

Tifoad Adrei &1 gaT 1 Tforr

MOSCOW, Nov. 5: The President of the Central
Executive of the Soviet Union has commuted the sentence of
death passed on three German students, into one of 10 years’
|mpr|sonment

, 5 IR AIfaad 69 @1 $arg PriGR! Gfafd & sreger 3
?ﬂqaﬁqmﬁaﬁﬂéw@;aﬂwﬁwwaﬁ%W

(Reuter’s Agency.)
MOSCOW, Nowv. 5: The President of the Central °
Executive of the Soviet Union has commuted the
sentence of death passed on three German
students, into one of 10 years’ imprisonment.
[The three German students, who were
alleged to belong to German reactionary
“Konsul” organisation, were sentenced to death

on a charge of plotting to assassinate Trotsky

and Stalin.]

A geq faar g1

[The three German students, who were alleged to
belong to German reactionary “Konsul” organisation, were sentenced to death

ona charge of plotting to assassinate Trotsk and Stalin. ]
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Forgotten men: the story of two
peacemakers and their ideas of the world

Their paths didn't cross but U Thant, the UN’s first Secretary General from the global south in 1961, and KM. Panikkar, India’s first ambassador to

» TS Y Haiferd 819 T 3R
w,a%azﬁ%smwﬁqaﬁwﬁmmmﬁasmﬁmﬁww

China in 1947, were both internationalists. Their roles in history have been largely airbrushed, and two biographies try to make amends

Suhasini Haidar

ith elections for the next
W United Nations Secretary

General (UNSG) due in

2026, expect the next few

months in global politics to be dominated
by discussions on what or whom the
world body needs, to stave off predictions
about the UN’s imminent death. That
threat comes not just from the conflicts
and calamities the world faces, but from a
slew of populist leaders worldwide taking
their countries down an uber-nationalist
path that diverges from the multilateral
global system and the international
rules-based order.

At such a time, it may be useful, even
comforting to recall the words of U Thant,
the UN’s first Secretary General from the
global south (Third World as it was called
then). In his farewell speech Thant, a
former Burmese school teacher who
switched careers to become a diplomat,
said he was proud of the fact that the
flame of internationalism kept burning
through his tenure (1961-1971). “Patriotism
is good, but an additional allegiance to the
entire world community is now essential.
We have to get rid of the concept of ‘my
country, right or wrong’,” Thant told an
eclectic audience, that included Jackie
Kennedy, John D. Rockefeller, Jacques
Cousteau, John Lennon and Yoko Ono.

A new lens

The farewell story begins the vividly
recounted biography of Thant,
Peacemaker: U Thant and the Forgotten
Quest for a Just World (Juggernaut),
written by his grandson Thant Myint-U.
Thant took over the uneasy mantle of
UNSG suddenly after his predecessor Dag
Hammarskjold was killed in a plane crash
in the Congo. Hammarskjold was
Swedish, and Trygve Lie before him was
Norwegian, but Thant was undaunted by
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the realisation that “no one who looked
like him had negotiated with big powers”,
and set out to purposefully bring an
Afro-Asian lens to his brand of
peace-making.

He cajoled those powers into
committing funding for the UN and
ensured the defeat of colonialist powers
in Congo and Algiers. He often pitched
himself into conflict, but his shuttle
diplomacy between Washington and
Moscow and mediation to end the Cuban
missile crisis in 1962, as well as between
Delhi and Islamabad during the 1965 war
earned him respect. In a Gallup poll
survey in 1967, Thant was named the sixth
“most admired person” in the U.S.,
behind Martin Luther King and Robert
Kennedy, but ahead of Nixon.

‘Thant Myint-U, himself a former UN
official, and now an acclaimed writer of a
number of books on Myanmar, such as
The Hidden History of Burma: Race,
Capitalism, and the Crisis of Democracy in
the 21st Century (Juggernaut) and Where
China Meets India: Burma and the New
Crossroads of Asia (Faber), brings to life
not only his grandfather’s work and the
amazing times he lived in, but also the
inner labyrinthine and often frustrating
workings of the United Nations.

Like many UN Secretary-Generals,
Thant was backed by the U.S. and its allies
when he came to office, but fell out with
those same Western forces when he
questioned their actions. The book
recounts his futile but unrelenting quest
to end the U.S. war in Vietnam, including
his run-in with U.S. Secretary of State
Dean Rusk who asked him, “Who, do you
think you are, a country?”, as well as the
acrimony he faced from U.S. newspapers
for ordering UN Peacekeepers to stand
down during the Six-Day War. The U.S.
also opposed his push to recognise
communist China rather than Taiwan for
the UN seat, but eventually Beijing won its

place in 1971, just before Thant demitted
office. The biography, that is based mainly
on archival material and Thant’s
correspondence, is not a personal one. It
is a dispassionate account of the
peacemaker’s successes, and the setbacks
he faced. Where he does voice his
disappointment, is in the manner Thant’s
record has been “airbrushed” from
history.

‘Renaissance’ men

The airbrushing of inconvenient legacies
and internationalism are themes in
another biography of an Indian diplomat,
K.M. Panikkar (A Man for All Seasons: The
Life of K.M. Panikkar/Westland Books by
Narayani Basu). The first Ambassador to
China, Panikkar never crossed paths with
Thant but grappled with many of the
same global issues.

Panikkar, like Thant, was not educated
in global elite institutions, but was an
internationalist in his ideas. In today’s
times he would be seen as a “Renaissance
man”, a thinker and writer, the founding
Editor of The Hindustan Times, whose
treatise on Indian maritime power is a
textbook, a freedom ﬁghter who also
fought for the rights of princes in the
soon-to-be independent India, earning
the moniker “Sardar Panikkar”.

Through a dizzying series of
friendships and associations in Kerala, to
Aligarh’s Mochammedan Anglo-Oriental
College (later Aligarh Muslim University),
to Oxford and Paris, which are expertly
stitched together by Basu, makes the
800-page tome a delightfully easy read.
As India’s diplomat at the United Nations,
Panikkar worked with Vijayalakshmi
Pandit on India’s decision to oppose the
creation of Israel at the UNGA in 1948,
although he himself was personally close
to Chaim Weizmann and other Zionist
leaders. He later persevered,
unsuccessfully at the time, in pushing for
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India’s recognition of Israel, especially
when he was India’s ambassador to
Egypt, concurrently accredited to Jordan,
Syria and Lebanon. He also helped shape
India’s leadership during the Suez Canal
crisis.

China stint

The most intense period of Panikkar’s
career, was no doubt, his stint in China
(1948-1955). Nehru first decided to send
him as Ambassador to Peking under the
Kuomintang, as someone who shared his
belief in India’s civilisational heritage as
well as to “consolidate its position as a
postcolonial power”, but then
unconventionally returned him as
Ambassador under the Communist
government. The Panikkars were equally
well regarded by Chiang Kai-Shek as by
Mao and Chou Enlai, but the continued
assignment was bitterly controversial, first
over Panikkar’s recommendations on
recognising the communist government
before other countries had, in 1949, and
then his failure to predict China’s
occupation of Tibet in 1950. Mr. Panikkar
came in for sharp criticism from Home
Minister Sardar Patel, who wrote to Nehru
his disappointment that India’s
Ambassador had been blindsided and
unnecessarily obsequious to the
communist government. The assignment
ended long before the 1962 war, but
Panikkar’s reputation for having “gone
native” in Beijing with a belief in an
India-China compact for Asia,
overshadowed his legacy. It is to Basu’s
credit that she chose a character with
such a troubled reputation, and shone a
kinder and more comprehensive light on
his larger, brilliant body of work.

Like Thant, Panikkar’s contributions
demanded a re-look, even as present-day
conflicts call for a debate on the global
order that both men made their mark in
first building decades ago.
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Forgotten men: the story of two peacemakers and their ideas of the world
YA §U T3W: o Tifd TRerdl SR 39 fay w0
DI BT

e Their paths didn’t cross but U Thant, the UN’s first
Secretary General from the global south in 1961,
and K.M. Panikkar, India’s first ambassador to China
in 1947, were both internationalists.

Bﬂ%mﬁwﬁﬂé’fﬁﬁﬁ%rq\uﬁ Y Y & 1961
# e A8y § Ugd IRIa R4, 3R .G, =
IR, HRA & 1947 & 919 & Ugd eigd, ?ﬁfam@u?rwﬁm

e Theirroles in history have been largely airbrushed, and two biographies try to make amends.
<R A S YepTel @) 92 AU W ger far T €, SR & e TR el © 39 quRY
Eall

Elections for the Next United Nations Secretary General (UNSG)

3T WY 1Y AERIFIG (UNSG) & forg g

o  With elections for the next United Nations Secretary General (UNSG) due in 2026, expect
the next few months in global politics to be dominated by discussions on what or whom the
world body needs, to stave off predictions about the UN’s imminent death.

3ATA HHR Y TG (UNSG) F 1 2026 T B 8, SHIIT afyes ISR 3 3Td 3
TR 39 =i @ yuifdd /0 o g ot fbw a1 i e &t Aqed 1 3aRahal 7, Al ¥gad
T 1 YHTTad Heg & Galga = Pl AebT ol Hob |

e That threat comes not just from the conflicts and calamities the world faces, but from a slew
of populist leaders worldwide taking their countries down an uber-nationalist path that
diverges from the multilateral global system and the international rules-based order.

Tg WeRT Had gaT gRT AT fobd 7T Haey 3R muere § Ta, afcss gfar wR & &s
ArBiTarardt [arsi F o1 8, S 307 32t 3 U if-rSigardt arf R A SR §,
Sguei e womelt ok SierRRTSa fram-smea TawT I o |

Worgls of U Thant
gYd & I

e At such a time, it may be useful, even comforting to recall the words of U Thant, the UN’s first
Secretary General from the global south (Third World as it was called then).

U8 g |, 78 STANT 3R Fia-rere g Gebd § b g Uid & Wsg T1e U o, o e
aferor (SR a@ et gfam weT ST 1) | Tged 1Y & g HeNifg A

¢ In his farewell speech Thant, a former Burmese school teacher who switched careers to
become a diplomat, said he was proud that the flame of internationalism kept burning
through his tenure (1961-1 971).
30 TAGTE UTHUT B, oid, o Uh gd aHf T R1erd 3 3R i SRR Jeda IeHiI® a9,
3 g1 5 3 T & b ST STEBIA (1961-1971) F QR SFRRTHIIATG B ST AR
ERGIRGEL

e “Patriotism is good, but an additional allegiance to the entire world community is now
essential. We have to get rid of the concept of ‘my country, right or wrong’,” Thant told an
eclectic audience, including Jackie Kennedy, John D. Rockefeller, Jacques Cousteau,
John Lennon and Yoko Ono.

SRrHfERT 3t B, Afp Ot oy Ier & ufd e sifafad awrerY o Sitawad §1 g BRI
37, el 1 AT BI YROT W FebRT UM 81T, 4id = fafder siiarsit & wer, S St A,
ST SY. APher, AT Ft, A9 A= 3R A 3= MiAa 2

A New Lens
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The farewell story begins the vividly recounted biography of Thant, Peacemaker: U Thant

and the Forgotten Quest for a Just World (Juggernaut), written by his grandson Thant

Myint-U.

faaTE He! Yid Bi siaq!, FIA®R: g Yid US § Wikilied e BIX 3f SIe a¢s (SHie) §

= Bt 3, Ford 3o Ui i fRie-g A forar 31

Thant took over the uneasy mantle of UNSG suddenly after his predecessor Dag

Hammarskjold was killed in a plane crash in the Congo.

T A SEHS WY “%an (UNSG) &1 Hf3- SRR FHTAT STel ST gada 3

AT RIS 3 BN F g A g 3 =

Hammarskjold was Swedish, and Trygve Lie before him was Norwegian, but Thant was

undaunted by the realisation that “no one who looked like him had negotiated with big

powers”, and set out to urposefully bring an Afro-Asian lens to his brand of peace-making.
&%? Ugd TTNTa €18 Ardtorae 2, dfd uid 39 9 9 83 el f&

“Gﬂ%@;ﬁﬁ% lﬁwl%aémﬁamﬂﬁﬁaﬂqaﬂw, 3R IBA ST 30+ =Mifer

RUTYAT H 31p1-CRATE Reior o i fown g 1

He cajoled those powers into committing funding for the UN and ensured the defeat of

colonialist powers in Congo and Algiers.

I2A I UGl o) Wgad P & U BRET 33 & forw 7mar SR B 3R Srestiaet
3ftufrafRe wfdml @ gR Eal

He often pitched himself into conflict, but his shuttle diplomacy between Washington and
Moscow and mediation to end the Cuban missile crisis (1962), as well as between Delhi
and Islamabad during the 1965 war, eared him respect.

I8 SRR "uul § §g oTd ¥, Al qiRTes 3R Al & g 37! Wed fSwaedt ok
FYETS RIS o e (1962) B JHTE B BI AR, T1U &) 1965 & P G feew! 3R
SEATHIEIG o §1d HERIA A I M feam

In a Gallup poll survey (1967), Thant was named the sixth “most admired person” in the
U.S., behind Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy, but ahead of Nixon.

ﬁatrlﬁ?r'aﬁ&mugsnﬁ Yid B g, TH. § Bol a9 WRifrd safaa i faar ma, s
mﬁqw%waﬁwra‘éaﬁé’r%tﬁ%m Qe FrRTT & 3T |

Thant Myint-U, a former UN official, and now an acclaimed writer of books on Myanmar,
brings to life not only his grandfather’s work but also the inner labyrinthine and often
frustrating workings of the UN.

Yid fRic-g, Te gd Hgad 1Y TUSRY, 3R 3@ FAR R fhamei & IR a@sd, bad $fu-
%alﬁiﬁiﬁaﬁmggﬁgﬁsﬂaaw Sicer HYad Y P wifed R R RIS Srivomet
|

Like many UN Secretary-Generals, Thant was backed by the U.S. and its allies when he
came to office, but fell out with the same Western forces when he questioned their actions.

WeNIRE! & a8, Uid &I 9q 3T dd g, T4. Eal
ﬂmf:rﬁrvn %wﬁﬁﬁwuamaaﬁmmmwﬁﬁl
The book recounts his futile but unrelenting quest to end the U.S. war in Vietnam, including

his run-in with U.S. Secretary of State Dean Rusk, and criticism from U.S. newspapers for
ordering UN Peacekeepers to stand down during the Six-Day War.

e 3% g.ud. &1 fAga=™ g Tad 931 & FRYe Afes sifsw yaral &1 aufa =t 8,
o 9,09, & fager wft S 3 & 91 31 a9 RieH-8 g5 & SR HYad 1y
mﬁv&lﬁﬁtﬂ%%ﬁ%&@m%%ﬁ{@ al@aﬁra%’r&nﬁﬁwsrrm%l

The U.S. also opposed his push to recognise communist China rather than Taiwan for the
UN seat, but eventually Beijing won its place in 1971, just before Thant demitted office.

g.uy. A W Hie & foIU ATgaH &1 SO AFAATSE W Bl HIRIdl o & 3 YA
ggﬁﬁfrum aaa'cﬁ%mfmgﬂﬁ&rq:ﬁww\—rﬂa?ﬁ 3P 3P BT B A
|

The biography, based mainly on archival material and Thant’s correspondence, is not
personal. It is a dispassionate account of the peacemaker’s successes and setbacks.
g Slarl, erd: WUeTed IRTR SR Yid & TR | 3miid 8, safdmd el 81 g wify
fratar & awade SR sRTEaarsi &1 e quH 3|
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e Where he does voice his disappointment, is in the manner Thant’s record has been
“airlprushed” from history. ‘ _ _
GBT%HB’ 3Ot FRT=T 9d TR ©, 98 9 91d B § [ Uid &1 RS 3fagr 3 ol "wareRr i
ol

‘Renaissance’ Men

e The airbrushing of inconvenient legacies and internationalism are themes in another
biography of an Indian diplomat, K.M. Panikkar (A Man for All Seasons: The Life of K.M.
Panikkar/Westland Books by Narayani Basu).

SrgfuTeHe favraal SiR SfARRTgIAaTg &1 fieH & T YR ISHRS K.M. TiHEe (€
A BIY STet Wio=a: g AEW TH K.M. Ui ah/aveds gad, TRV &) &1 Th 3
et & faw g1

e The first Ambassador to China, Panikkar never crossed paths with Thant but grappled with
many of the same global issues.
1M & Ugd Wreigd, Ui Hft oid @ 7 Brdt, Afdee 351 s Iu affyes et ¥ S

e Panikkar, like Thant, was not educated in global elite institutions, but was an
internationalist in his ideas.

BlIECTS %ﬂﬁ?m_@' e Faferor St & Riféa 7 9, Afew 37 faari & 95 te
|

¢ Intoday’s times he would be seen as a “Renaissance man”, a thinker and writer, the
founding Editor of The Hindustan Times, whose treatise on Indian maritime power is a
textbook, a freedom fighter who also fought for the rights of princes in the soon-to-be
independent India, earning the moniker “Sardar Panikkar”.

AT & T | 37 A1 89 & U H a1 ST, U [daRe oIk o, figra ersm &
TRITS TGS, DT Ty UREHT T T R TSTs 8, U Waadl S Sl ofeg 8
Eﬂ&ﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂgﬁﬁ%@@ﬁ%%ﬁ TS, 3R I “TRGR TGP & U

I

e Through a dizzying series of friendships and associations in Kerala, to Aligarh’s
Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College (later Aligarh Muslim University), to Oxford and
Paris, which are expertly stitched together by Basu, makes the 800-page tome a delightfully
easy read.

Hd H fiprar 3R Tl &t gfohd B aTelt 43, eI & AigWied wal-3ied Sras
(@re # 3refivre yiaw fyfaemea) ¥ dox ATRIwIS iR Ui 0o, 5= 9 7 pRaagde
SIST B, T8 800-J¥HI T&ih U § 3(cdd e 3R SYH &It 8

¢ As India’s diplomat at the United Nations, Panikkar worked with Vijayalakshmi Pandit on
India’s decision to oppose the creation of Israel at the UNGA in 1948, although he himself
was personally close to Chaim Weizmann and other Zionist leaders.

g Y H YRA & ARG & U §, g A fasraagdt ufed & ar yRd & 1948 |
UNGA # SeRTSd & fAafur &1 fRly 37 & fofa R o o, gife a8 ad aufaand 3
1A oA 3R 3 WA Adreif & B Y|

e He later persevered, unsuccessfully at the time, in pushing for India’s recognition of Israel,
especially when he was India’s ambassador to Egypt, concurrently accredited to Jordan,
Syria and Lebanon.
9Te B 3511 FURTEd ®I URA gRT AT G4 & TN § TIaR YA 363, St 39 990 9% a
g1 g, faRivaR 9§ 98 URd & i Treiga 3, 3R A1y gt SireH, W1 iR A & T
T A

e He also helped shape India’s leadership during the Suez Canal crisis.

I YU TeX HHC & SR YRA BT Add HHHT B 3MBR 1 7 +ft 7gg &t

China Stint
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The most intense period of Panikkar’'s career was his stint in China (1948-1955).
UIHaHR & BRI BT T4 g AT 3T 9 HRIBTA (1948-1955) T

Nehru first decided to send him as Ambassador to Peking under the Kuomintang, as
someone who shared his belief in India’s civilisational heritage as well as to “consolidate its
position as a postcolonial power”, but then unconventionally returned him as Ambassador
under the Communist government.

o3 3 Ugd I PINH=IT & ded SR P Weigd S T H Aom w1 Fufy R, Fife a8
YR B Fipfad faRaa T 3% Ay &) Tren a3 3R T T Jufa=nws Afed & &4
H A BT 18 3, b {hR SR FU Y I AAIG! IR o ded IMelgd & U H
cleTT|

The Panikkars were equally well regarded by Chiang Kai-Shek as by Mao and Chou Enlai,
but the continued assignment was bitterly controversial, first over Panikkar’s
recommendations on recognising the communist government before other countries had, in
1949, and then his failure to predict China’s occupation of Tibet in 1950.

TR URaR @ foraiiT S13-Re 3R ATl JUT St T=aTs SiF1 A T U § Wl A a8
foReR Fgfet dig faarerae 381, uga 1949 # 37 231 A Ugd AMaTd! TWHR &I I-0d 31 &
IR & gal &) AR, 3R R 1950 A fassd IR 19 & ot o1 ufawamh o 7 S0t
Bl Pl ADR |

Mr. Panikkar came in for sharp criticism from Home Minister Sardar Patel, who wrote to
Nehru his disappointment that India’s Ambassador had been blindsided and unnecessarily
obsequious to the communist government.

e WRER U &1 3R I Hal AT HI A1 H1 g8, g g &l
ferat i YRA & VeTgd & WA WRPR & Ui SHIERIS T4 J SRIGRT SR Uit arr
Tl
The assignment ended long before the 1962 war, but Panikkar’s reputation for having “gone
native” in Beijing with a belief in an India-China compact for Asia, overshadowed his
legacy.

Tg fgfad 1962 Y5 T 9gd Ugd WA Bl 7S, s difoivT & ya-= Jwsia o oy o=
& BRI WIS G S DI TIHGHR D UAST A Iab! faRT8d HI yHIiad foba|

It is to Basu’s credit that she chose a character with such a troubled reputation, and shone a
kinder and more comprehensive light on his larger, brilliant body of work.

Tg S DI ITET § [ S5 UY Afakded ! AT foregast Uit wifed off, 8iR 39 &9, TFER
HT W U a1 AR ATIH YHIRT STl |

Like Thant, Panikkar's contributions demanded a re-look, even as present-day conflicts call
for a debate on the global order that both men made their mark in first building decades ago.

YT B ORE, UG b TRTCH! T bR J THler 3HTawue 8, ol gt aaar Juy afle sage
R 989 B SAEM PR IR o, O A1 3 g2rop] Ugad &1 H 30 oo St
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Funeral attack on city in Sudan’s
Kordofan region kills 40, says UN

N = “’?;‘?.

Funeral attack on city in Sudan’s Kordofan
region Kkills 40, says UN

ST & DRSIBIH &7 & X # 3ifdH TR W)
THA | 40 AT P Hid, VYT Y A Tl

¢ A funeral attack in EI-Obeid, North
Kordofan, killed 40 people, the UN said on Wednesday, as
Sudan’s conflict deepens.

e T
, T Yo JUAR DI Pel, st
mﬁw&aﬁ?mﬁmw;g%l

e The paramilitary Rapid Support Forces
(RSF), at war with the military since 2023, was preparing to
launch an assault in Kordofan after capturing El Fasher,
the last army stronghold in Darfur region.

U B (RSF), S 2023 | 1 & 1Y 5

A 8, PRSIB U gHdT 1 D dgr) B G A 59 I

%W,Gﬁwaaﬁﬁmmaﬁnngmwmm
|

A funeral attack in El-Obeid, North Kordofan, killed 40 people, the
UN said on Wednesday, as Sudan’s conflict deepens. The ST

paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF), at war with the military
since 2023, was preparing to launch an assault in Kordofan after
capturing El Fasher, the last army stronghold in Darfur region. AFp

‘Ukrainian troops in
Pokrovsk, Kupiansk
should surrender’

‘Ukrainian troops in Pokrovsk,
Kupiansk should surrender’
Tshioeh 3R HIUTIP o ebil

Af®! B TETHYUr HIAT AR

¢ Russia said on Wednesday

that Ukrainian troops in the battered
cities of Pokrovsk and Kupiansk were
encircled and should surrender, as they
had no chance of survival otherwise.

Reuters forces still control about

MOSCOW 10%, or 5,000 sq. km. pAl af §§§3 B HEI %'Waaﬁ?ﬁ Yo
In a break with the fron- P & TaTe W gt

Russia said on Wednesday  tal assaults which Russian R forar piy 2 Y I ST et

that Ukrainian troops in forces used against other e, mmwmwﬁﬁ G

the battered cities of Pok- cities, Russia has used pin- | 91T 781 81

rovsk and Kupiansk were
encircled and should sur-
render, as they had no
chance of survival
otherwise.

cer movements to almost
encircle Ukrainian forces
in both Pokrovsk and Ku-
piansk while small highly-
mobile units and drones

e Russia has been trying to
capture Pokrovsk, dubbed “the gateway
to Donetsk”, since 2024, as part of an
attempt to take the entirety of the Donbas
region, of which Ukrainian forces still
control about 10%, or 5,000 sqg. km.

Russia has been trying disrupted logistics and | ¥ 2024 @ UlhIoed UR Hoall HIA BT
to capture Pokrovsk, sowed chaosbehind Ukrai- | /3 &3 @18, S “SHSD &1 1a
dubbed “the gateway to nian lines. GR” gl SIrdl %, 3% g m a-a- W -q;uf

Donetsk”, since 2024 as Russia’s military says it | fyzzor g $39 ¥ T &1 W,
part of an attempt to take now controls more than | fygeramUT10% (5,000 T 3l &7 anft
the entirety of the Donbas ~ 19% of Ukraine, or some | qf THN gt & ﬁ'CI'E,I'UTﬁ'?I

region, of which Ukrainian

1,16,000 sq. km.

e In a break with the frontal

assaults which Russian forces used against other cities, Russia has used pincer
movements to almost encircle Ukrainian forces in both Pokrovsk and Kupiansk,
while small highly-mobile units and drones disrupted logistics and sowed chaos
behind Ukrainian lines.
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3= MR} R fore e Wi gl & faudla, w4 3 uihie ok SfaiRe i o
b1t Fl DI AU TR MR F WA & Y fioR gade (Graver gad) o1 ST
foar &, STaid Bie, sy Tfa=ie gal 3R i A Io! I9g Yot &t aifta
forar 3R b=t uferaat & D sRTSTar rarg |

¢ Russia’s military says it now controls more than 19% of Ukraine, or some
1,16,000 sq. km.
X BT BT H81 8 & 319 98 b1 & 19% | 3ifres XA, A @ 1,16,000 af
e &7 R fardaor vt 81
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giearon # dte IRy # EC 91 Jferwdar: wga
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giaron waerar It WR Igd & grd FRIUR §: g1 SR (EC)
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el Gl &I gid 9% &3, AP TR & aid I 7l
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YRA & 3ISTad 1 THHT HT HIH1 STedl 82
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Ples forar arauifireT # Tag R $31 &1 a1 §91 36T 3
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38! 9 THUATE & U TAe Repad) huad & URd &1 YfireT w® Wk faan
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TGS AiSTaar A FgT, b SR Hal BT gSUdRT Hal &
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EC complicit in Haryana ‘vote theft’: Rahul

In presentation titled ‘H-files, Congress leader alleges there had been 25 lakh fake voters on electoral rolls ahead of polls, says a Brazilian model’s photo was used 22 times; he

claims ‘EC is in partnership with the BJP to destroy democracy’; the Congress alleges that ‘vote theft’ will be employed in Bihar polls as well, since the system is ‘industrialised

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

ongress leader Ra-
C hul Gandhi on Wed-

nesday made
another major allegation of
“vote theft”, saying 25 lakh
fake voters were added to
the electoral rolls of Harya-
na ahead of the Assembly
election in the State in
2024, which the Bharatiya
Janata Party won.

Addressing  his  third
press conference under
the vote chori (theft) cam-
paign, Mr. Gandhi, the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, shared
the voters’ list of the Rai
Assembly constituency of
Haryana which had the
photograph of a Brazilian
model 22 times under dif-
ferent names across 10
booths.

While Mr. Gandhi called
his presentation “H files”,
his party colleagues re-
ferred to it as the much-an-
ticipated “Hydrogen

bomb”. In his 80-minute
presentation, he said there
were 1,24,177 voters with
fake photos in Haryana.
“One in eight voters in Ha-
ryana are fake, and despite
that, the Congress lost by a
mere 22,779 votes, which
was the difference in eight
seats,” he said.

The Congress leader al-
leged “Operation Sarkar
Chori [government theft]”
was launched in Haryana
to prevent the Congress
from coming to power des-
pite all exit polls and opi-
nion polls predicting a
landslide win for the party.
“The EC is in a partnership
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah to destroy
Indian democracy,” he
said. “If the voter list is a
lie, then there is no
democracy.”

The BJP and EC officials
categorically rejected his
claims.

With a day to go before
the first phase of voting in

CONGRESS WOULD HAVE

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi at a press conference on the vote

theft all in New Delhi on

the Bihar election, the
Congress has now alleged
that “vote theft” will be
employed in the State as
the system has been “in-
dustrialised”. “You can ask
me why you didn’t detect
them in the voters’ list of
Bihar. That is because the
voters’ list comes to us in
the last minute,” he said.
Asked if the party would
seek legal recourse, Mr.
Gandhi said, “The Su-
preme Court, the highest

day. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

court of the country, is
watching. We are not doing
this in a private room but
in front of the media.”

Mr. Gandhi called upon
“Gen Z and the youth” to
restore democracy
through satya (truth) and
ahimsa (non-violence).

“If the voter lists are a lie
in Haryana, then there
were no elections,” he said.
“I am telling the youth,
Gen Z, and the citizen that
this democracy belongs to

EC complicit in Haryana ‘vote theft’: Rahul

gharon ¥ e Ikt ® EC @t |ferwar: vgd

¢ In presentation titled ‘H-files’, Congress leader alleged there had been 25 lakh fake
voters on electoral rolls ahead of polls, says a Brazilian model’s photo was used
22 times; he claims ‘EC is in partnership with the BJP to destroy democracy’;
the Congress alleges that ‘vote theft’ will be employed in Bihar polls as well, since
the system is ‘industrialised’.

(o foraesT 2fite

you and not the EC or Na-
rendra Modi. You have to
protect it.”

List of allegations

He alleged there were
5,21,619 duplicate voters,
93,174 invalid addresses,
and 19,26,351 bulk voters.
Similarly, he showed an ad-
dress in Hodal where there
were 501 votes in a single
address, 223 voters in two
booths with the same pho-
tograph, and so on. “The
other surprising aspect
was that for the first time in
Haryana, postal votes were
different from the result. In
postal ballots, Congress got
73 seats while the BJP got
177 he said.

Mr. Gandhi started the
press conference by play-
ing out a video clip of Ha-
ryana Chief Minister Naib
Singh Saini telling repor-
ters that the BJP will win
the Assembly and they (the
BJP) have all the vyavasta
(arrangements).

The Opposition leader

also took on Chief Election
Commissioner ~ Gyanesh
Kumar’s claim that house
number “0” (Zero) is used
for homeless people.

“Look at the voters’ list
where Mr. Narender’s
house is marked as 0. We
physically locked for him
in his village and found this
as his house,” Mr. Gandhi
said, showing a two-storey
house.

In August, Mr. Gandhi,
citing data from the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, claimed
that over one lakh votes
were “stolen” through ma-
nipulation in the Mahade-
vapura Assembly segment
in Karnataka.

The EC had, however,
dubbed the charges as “in-
correct and baseless” and
asserted that no deletion of
votes can happen without
the affected person being
given an opportunity to be
heard.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 4

Claims are
unfounded,
says poll panel

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
has dismissed Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s
claims as “unfounded”,
asking why the Congress
did not report alleged mul-
tiple voting during the Ha-
ryana Assembly polls.

The commission added
that the claims ironically
support the special inten-
sive revision of poll rolls,
which he had earlier op-
posed. It also noted that
only 22 election petitions
were pending in the Pun-
jab and Haryana High
Court, with none appeal-
ing against the rolls.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 4

‘H-BTST U1, § B AdTl 3 3RIY 711 fob I J Uged HAGHT

Tt H 25 ARG Wil Aagrar ¥, HgT fd T FATeliferdrs Aisd @t Wiel 22 1R 3WA
B TS, IBM ardl a1 fb “EC WTSTT & TTY Fied? didds 99 YW Y, o 2

gg off 3RIT TN o die IR fagrR gara o off 9t s, wife g gomeh

SNefretea 8 991 ¢
e Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Wednesday made another major allegation of
“vote theft”, saying 25 lakh fake voters were added to the electoral rolls of Haryana
ahead of the 2024 Assembly election, which the Bharatiya Janata Party won.
HIY AdT g M A UAR P “die T F1 TS 3R TST $RIT TN, T8 Hed gU
% 25 WG Wil WaGTaT SRATUT BT 2024 FALTRIUT AT $1 Adgal g & Sk T 3,
o WIReiRr Si=rar 9Tt A sftar|

e Addressing his third press conference under the vote chori (theft) campaign, Mr.
Gandhi shared the voters' list of the Rai Assembly constituency of Haryana which
had the photograph of a Brazilian model 22 times under different names across 10
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booths.
die It PRI & dgd ST AR O SI9hd ! Faifdd &vd gu, ot ieh 3 gRaron
&1 I3 FAUaHT e Ht A G e &1 s Th JTeiife™rs aisd @ wiet 10
U T SET-3(ERT ATHI & 22 TR ST &1 7T At

o While Mr. Gandhi called his presentation “H-files”, his party colleagues referred to it

as the much-anticipated “Hydrogen bomb”. In his 80-minute presentation, he said
there were 1,24,177 voters with fake photos in Haryana.
ST ot TMieft 7 3ot TR Y “H-files” aT, T8l I UIST WA 7 T/ “Hydrogen
bomb” ®gTI 3T 80 fie & Uwgfa d I+ Bal [ sRamon H 1,24,177 Fagrarsi
B! AHAl Bl B

e “One in eight voters in Haryana are fake, and despite that, the Congress lost by a
mere 22,779 votes, which was the difference in eight seats,” he said.
351 FeT, ‘R H 3e A A T Adaral Bl €, 3R 39 Sdvje SR R
22,779 9l ¥ BR, S b 3ime el &1 3fa o1l

e The Congress leader alleged “Operation Sarkar Chori [government theft]” was
launched in Haryana to prevent the Congress from coming to power despite all exit
polls and opinion polls predicting a landslide win for the party.
DI AdT = SR T T SRATON F “IATIRIA TRBR IR =il T dlfcs Sy
1 AT H 3 Y AT S T, s Tt gickete oiet SNR SI-od Td&for uref &1 Wt
Sitd &1 Hidwrarlt $R 33 U1

e “The EC is in a partnership with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah to destroy Indian democracy,” he said. “If the voter list is a lie, then there
is no democracy.”
B FET, G STINT FUTH TR Hidt ok 7@ wf 3iffra =me & Iy e
YR ANehad HI I8 TR BT 81" “aﬁﬂnaamﬂjﬁg@‘?% & A el g 1"

o The BJP and EC officials categorically rejected his claims.
YTSTUT 3R AT STANT & STUBTRAY A 3% gl &1 Tt & WIS H: 3|

o With a day to go before the first phase of voting in the Bihar election, the
Congress has now alleged that “vote theft” will be employed in the State as the
system has been “industrialised.”
1%311 & gl IRUT & HAGH 4 U fa Ugal, iU A 316 3R a8 fob
aﬁziﬁﬁ T § B ST, it g8 yumeh “afenfratear g 9wl g

e “You can ask me why you didn’t detect them in the voters’ list of Bihar. That is
because the voters’ list comes to us at the last minute,” he said.
B HT, “3MU YB Tobhdl & 1o g0 fagR &1 Aaard g2t 3 3= i el udber| T
SHfeTe i FAGT It 58 SRt w9g uR et 517

o Asked if the party would seek legal recourse, Mr. Gandhi said, “The Supreme Court,
the highest court of the country, is watching. We are not doing this in a private room
but in front of the media.”
S 3% U1 T fo o1 Ure Tt Surd SO, af off et 7 &aT, <o B ware
graraagmnaﬁééﬂaﬁél g9 T8 ot ol v & =1t afews i & ama sx <@

"

e Mr. Gandhi called upon “Gen Z and the youth” to restore democracy through satya
(truth) and ahimsa (non-violence).
&t e A “STRRIA Z 3R garsi” ¥ T (Satya) 3R AEAT (Ahimsa) & A4 J
Aad P TR B BT M b

o “If the voter lists are a lie in Haryana, then there were no elections,” he said. “l am
telling the youth, Gen Z, and the citizens that this democracy belongs to you and not
the EC or Narendra Modi. You have to protect it.”
I8 HT, “3AR gieamon & Haerdr I gt ], & IA1d gU gt et 17 W garsit, SR Z
3R AR ¥ &8 Y81 § % I8 AIhad SMUeT §, 7 [ EC T A WIS HT| U

TP & B 5 o0
List of allegations ‘_‘éjo
SRIYT BT JAt &
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He alleged there were 5,21,619 duplicate voters, 93,174 invalid addresses, and
19,26,351 bulk voters.

B RIY TR s 5,21,619 Wit TdgdT, 93,174 ST Ud, 37K 19,26,351
Arfe® Aaerar J1

Similarly, he showed an address in Hodal where there were 501 votes in a single
address, 223 voters in two booths with the same photograph, and so on.

T @B, ITH gled | T UdT foamar wieT U &) Ud WR 501 die, 3 guf 9 ¢ &
Wiel aTd 223 FAGHT 3R T $3 IR0 A

“The other surprising aspect was that for the first time in Haryana, postal votes were
different from the result. In postal ballots, Congress got 73 seats while the BJP
got 17,” he said.

IBi PeT, “Gusl dide arent ard g At f gfkamon § ugelt SR ST wal &1 ufoms
ST YT ST Tl & Hio Bi 73 WE 3R HIeTar &Y 17 e a1

Mr. Gandhi started the press conference by playing out a video clip of Haryana
Chief Minister Naib Singh Saini telling reporters that the BJP will win the Assembly
and they (the BJP) have all the vyavasta (arrangements).

st e A O HH B YB3 gharon & gerE A Rig 99t & e dfsa
foera A 31, 9w 98 THRI ¥ 6 6 § b HIoTT a1 SiicrT $fR 371 urg aeft
HAWTY (vyavasta) B |

The Opposition leader also took on Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar’s claim that house number “0” (Zero) is used for homeless people.

fuer & A1 7 YT A TS AN HHAR & g1d R H Gard I3[ b ¥R AR
“0” (I JER AN P fore 3xa@Te g |

“Look at the voters’ list where Mr. Narender’s house is marked as 0. We physically
looked for him in his village and found this as his house,” Mr. Gandhi said, showing a
two-storey house. ) ]

ot wieft 2 FoT, “ARIT e G A ST g BT W AR 0 @ | g Wa
SR g ST 3R U fs g &t wisren w17

In August, Mr. Gandhi, citing data from the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, claimed that over
one lakh votes were “stolen” through manipulation in the Mahadevapura
Assembly segment in Karnataka.

3T |, ot el A 2024 HHAHT TG & SHicbs| BT gaTal od gu aral foba b
Frled Bt HEIGURT fAU=TUT Ate ¥ ter ara | f® die “gRIg 71U |

The EC had, however, dubbed the charges as “incorrect and baseless” and
asserted that no deletion of votes can happen without the affected person being
given an opportunity to be heard.

i, gA1a 39 3R & “ITed R FPRTUR” Farn 3R et 3 fadt
faa &1 JA f911 3T die Fi gerdn Ag! off Jhdnl
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Rahul’s claims on
Haryana voter list
are unfounded: EC

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

As Rahul Gandhi, the Lead-
er of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, made yet another
attack on the Election
Commission (EC), this time
with respect to the Harya-
na Assembly election, the
poll panel on Wednesday
said that the charges were
“unfounded” and asked
why the Congress had not
flagged voters who had al-
legedly cast multiple votes.

The poll body said Mr.
Gandhi’s statements indi-
cate his support for the on-
going Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, which he had earlier
opposed. “On one hand,
Rahul Gandhi opposes SIR,
which purifies electoral
rolls, and on the other, he
keeps giving presentations
bringing out impurities in
past electoral rolls. It is
clear that he is supporting
SIR despite opposing it in
the beginning,” a senior EC
official remarked.

Mr. Gandhi alleged that
25 lakh fake voters were
listed in Haryana ahead of
the election held in Octob-
er 2024. He shared the vo-
ters’ list of the Rai Assemb-
ly constituency of Haryana
in which the photograph of
a Brazilian model was used
22 times across 10 booths
as voters with different
names.

Mr. Gandhi could pre-
sent his evidence in the pe-
titions already filed for Rai

A senior official said
that the LoP could
present any evidence

with the petitions
filed in High Court

and Hodal Assembly con-
stituencies in the Punjab
and Haryana High Court,
the EC official said. The
poll body has reiterated
that “zero appeals” were
filed against the electoral
rolls and only 22 election
petitions were currently
pending in the High Court.
An election petition can be
filed within 45 days of the
announcement of the re-
sults in the High Court of
that State. The EC official
also raised questions as to
why the Congress’s booth-
level agents had not
flagged the voters who had
allegedly cast multiple
votes in Haryana.

On the question of hous-
es numbered ‘zero’ in the
rolls, EC officials said
‘House Number Zero’ is gi-
ven by booth-level officers
to houses where the pan-
chayat and municipalities
have not given numbers.

The BJP had won 48
seats in the Haryana As-
sembly election of 2024,
while the Congress, which
was predicted to win by
many exit polls, bagged 37
seats. The Indian National
Lok Dal won two seats
while Independent candi-
dates bagged three in the
90-member Assembly.

Rahul’s claims on Haryana voter list are
unfounded: EC

AT Tagrar g4t uR Igd & grd
fARTYR §: g1 ST (EC)

¢ As Rahul Gandhi, the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, made yet another
attack on the Election Commission (EC), this time
with respect to the Haryana Assembly election, the
poll panel on Wednesday said that the charges were
“unfounded” and asked why the Congress had not
flagged voters who had allegedly cast multiple votes.
9 dreaYT | fquer & a1 g W 4S9 SR
gheamon U=yt 91T & Hdy T gA1d 3T (EC)
TR UH 3R e fasa, af g1 STaRT 3 gUaR &I Hel
% & SR “FPRIYR” & 3R 4T fos Higa = 3
Taardrs o i gl fafgd %m IEEEEIREESCES]
TP 3 3ife IR "aqr foar ol

e The poll body said Mr. Gandhi’'s
statements indicate his support for the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls,
which he had earlier opposed.

TG TN A Hgl fob o et & 991 59 91 BT 3R
ﬂ%aﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁa‘g HdeTdT g 3t ad 3§ fa=iy
e YARI&0T fshan (SIR) ST aadT R TR §
forepT 517 Uge farty fapar am

e “On one hand, Rahul Gandhi
opposes SIR, which purifies electoral rolls, and on
the other, he keeps giving presentations bringing out
impurities in past electoral rolls. It is clear that he is
supporting SIR despite opposing it in the beginning,”
a senior EC official remarked.

& aiNE g1 ST ARPBRY A HT, “TH 3R g
meﬁsmmﬁﬁuaﬂﬁ% S g O &I IS
FRAT 8, 3R GO 3R 98 fUselt wagrar gt @
W P IR Hd g€ Uefal 34 8d &1 95 Wy
g fr 3 ﬁﬁﬁuﬁp‘m b 37d SIR BT
LEUE T g%l"

e Mr. Gandhi alleged that 25 lakh fake
voters were listed in Haryana ahead of the election
held in October 2024.
ot TTieft 3 SIRIY TR fob SfagaR 2024 HgUIAE
Uga giaTun Pt wagTdr g # 25 ARG Wil Haerdl
M fobg 7Y A

e He shared the voters’ list of the Rai
Assembly constituency of Haryana in which the
photograph of a Brazilian model was used 22
times across 10 booths as voters with different
names.

Igi- g ! W8 Ay Wie & Tacrar 3= uen &, SE ue aeiifears
ATSd B TR 10 TAF T 22 TR CAT-AT 141 I TN B 71 At

e Mr. Gandhi could present his evidence in the petitions already filed for Rai and
Hodal Assembly constituencies in the Punjab and Haryana High Court, the EC
official said.
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AT START & BRT 3 FHaT o6 ot TMieft o1 Tge vwire SR giaron S= <ararea
# Ugd T SRR I3 3R ged Rurgyr diel @ ariiersi 3 uxqd &= 96 ¢

e The poll body has reiterated that “zero appeals” were filed against the electoral
rolls and only 22 election petitions were currently pending in the High Court.

19 3TANT A el o Hagrar gat & faeme sl R &t 715, 3R aduH
H %ad 22 G TS 3= <araTed | dfed 8

¢ An election petition can be filed within 45 days of the announcement of results in
the High Court of that State.

forelt I & I graTerd § gHIG a1t gRomT gt g1 & 45 f3 & iR
GRR & o Uhalt 5|

¢ The EC official also raised questions as to why the Congress’s booth-level agents
had not flagged the voters who allegedly cast multiple votes in Haryana.
AT TANT & MRABRY A g H Fard o1 [ BT & YR & Tolel 3 ghamon o
TP ¥ 3ife IR HagH H4 are Aagarst & fafea waf =gt feami

e On the question of houses numbered ‘zero’ in the rolls, EC officials said ‘House
Number Zero’ is given by booth-level officers to houses where the panchayat and
munlclpalltles have not given numbers.

A A & R 6% ard BT & JaTd IR A TR & SHTABIRA! 3 gl i
TS AaR SRP 3 W1 &1 &1 A1l ¢ gt vard a1 R fAer 2 anft 9 & &1
R 7181 fear g

e The BJP had won 48 seats in the Haryana Assembly election of 2024, while the
Congress, which was predicted to win by many exit polls, bagged 37 seats.

YTSTUT A 2024 & gIRATON fAUTRIUT gAT9 | 48 W Shiet, Safds widN, S IR o
3 UiTe Uil 3 ofid @t Higsgaroht 1 o, 3 37 W g1ira 31

o The Indian National Lok Dal (INLD) won two seats, while Independent candidates
bagged three in the 90-member Assembly.

ﬁ*-zm?hm(mm)ﬁa‘wﬂéﬁﬂ'cﬁ et fdeita Sufigart A &= i
Sffell, 39 UehR 90 HEGRI fAUTAHT 1 715 garm|
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Clean up the voter list urgently, but not the Bihar way

ccording to Ministry of Road Transport

data, there are roughly 40 crore (400

million) vehicles registered in India across
all States and Union Territories. No two vehicles
across the country have the exact same
registration number. Similarly, there are 20 crore
(200 million) people in India with a driver’s
licence. No two people have the exact same
driver’s licence number. Each number is unique.
The same person may have many driving licences
(albeit illegal), but each driving licence number is
unique.

It is obvious and elementary that every vehicle
registration or driving licence number or any ID
number is unique, and that two records cannot
have the same number. Yet, this simple and basic
principle is violated in the voter lists of the
Election Commission of India (ECI). Voters in
Bengal have the exact same voter identification
number as some in Uttar Pradesh; this pattern is
one that repeats itself across many States. Nearly
two decades earlier, in 2008, the then Chief
Election Commissioner boasted that the ECI had
given electoral photo identity cards (EPIC) to
every voter. Apparently, he did not know that the
most elementary rule of any identity system is for
the ID number to be unique and not have the
same number for many.

Much cause for worry

It gets worse. For example, if you are a registered
voter, I can change your registered mobile
number to my number using Form-8 without you
getting to know it. Then, using my mobile
number and OTP for your voter id, I can submit
an application to delete you as a voter. It is as
simple as that. This is how there was an attempt
to delete 6,000 genuine voters in the Aland
constituency in Karnataka — which the Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
exposed on September 18, 2025.

Five days after Mr. Gandhi’s exposé, the ECI,
after vehemently denying his charges, quietly and
surreptitiously changed this process to now use
only the Aadhaar-linked mobile number. While
this is a welcome and positive change, such a
significant move to link Aadhaar to voter id was
done without any press release or discussion.
This is a clear and implicit admission by the ECI
of the egregious faults in its voter list
management system that has been exploited to
manipulate and impact electoral outcomes.

It has also been clearly established, as Mr.
Gandhi showed yet again, on November 5, 2025,
that India’s voter lists are riddled with duplicate,
fake and ghost voters. A lack of unique voter id
numbers, and allowing anyone to change voter
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details are such elementary system errors which
even an engineer in his teens with a basic
knowledge of databases will not commit. It is
evident that the ECI is staggeringly incompetent
in its database management abilities. This is
cause for worry as the voter list is India’s most
important database. It is abundantly clear that
India’s voter lists need to be purified and
managed better by more competent people and
processes.

A Bihar-style SIR is bad

In this context, the idea of a Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) to purify voter lists is welcome.
There is no doubt that India’s voter lists need to
be cleaned up. But can this be entrusted with the
same authorities under the very process that
muddied it in the first place? The ECI, as seen in
press conferences held by the Chief Election
Commissioner, has proved that it is blatantly
biased and partisan. So, the ECI lacks both the
trust and the capabilities to come up with its own
processes and rules to conduct an SIR to clean up
voter lists. The only alternative is for the ECI to
undertake this cleaning up exercise as a joint
constructive exercise with the involvement of all
political parties in every step, and not just issue
diktats and orders.

First, the Bihar-style SIR is not the way to
conduct this exercise in other States. The Bihar
SIR was malicious in intent, and was rushed with
the sole aim of the deletion of genuine voters
under the false reason of removing illegal
migrants from the list.

Second, the Aadhaar is fundamental and
integral to having a clean voter list. There is
deliberate conflation and confusion being created
by the ECI on the use of Aadhaar, claiming that it
is not proof of citizenship and so it cannot be
used, which is true. Every Aadhaar holder need
not be a voter. But every voter must be an
Aadhaar holder. Aadhaar linked de-duplication of
a voter list is the most efficient and cheapest
method to remove duplicates, fakes and ghosts
and ensure that every voter has only one voter id
card that is unique and non-transferable. By
repeatedly rejecting the Aadhaar and even the
need for de-duplication, the ECI is showing itself
to be either technically ignorant or willingly
malevolent or both.

Third, genuine voters must be enrolled by
visiting every household and registering voters
using proper documents, and not by asking
voters to download forms online or collecting
them from a centre and registering themselves on
their own. The ECI must go to voters instead of
asking voters to go to them, as they did in Bihar.

Clean up the voter list urgently, but not the Bihar way

HAGTd Gl $I gid "I B3, Afe fIgR & aiid @ 7

Voter List Issues in India

YR H HegTa Yt &1 JHE

When a State such as Telangana can doa
complete census of 3.5 crore people by visiting
every household in two months, the ECI must
and can do this also. This is the only way to
ensure that no genuine voter is left behind. This
also implies that the ECI cannot rush this exercise
in a month like it did in Bihar. Clean voter lists are
too important and fundamental for an SIR to be
done in a hurried and shabby way.

Listen to the Opposition

Political parties are integral and a vital cog in the
wheel of the SIR process. The ECI is known to be
unresponsive to complaints and suggestions from
Opposition parties. A striking example was in
Maharashtra where, in October 2024, a month
before voting, all Opposition parties wrote a joint
letter to the ECI with clear evidence of the mass
addition of fake voters. But this was completely
ignored. We know how 75 lakh new and
mysterious votes were cast in the Maharashtra
State election. Shockingly, the BJP alliance got
exactly 75 lakh more votes in the Assembly
election vis-a-vis the Lok Sabha election to win a
majority. Had the ECI taken the Opposition’s
complaint more seriously, Maharashtra might
have had a different Chief Minister.

The all-party meetings that the ECI convenes
are a farce where the ECI puts on a show of
listening to parties but then issues its own rules
and procedures. The SIR process must be one
where political parties are consulted at all levels
and at every step — from the State leadership in
the State capital, to every district, to every booth.
These meetings must be video recorded, and
suggestions, complaints and ideas given by
political parties must be clearly documented.

The most important and strongest demand by
the Opposition parties is for the ECI to publish
the final, consolidated and machine-readable
digital copy of the photo voter rolls after the SIR
process. This is an absolutely critical step for the
ECI to do for it to win back the trust of the
Opposition parties and the public.

It is not that the ECI woke up one day and
realised the need for cleaning up voter lists
through SIR exercises. After the Congress party
exposed clear anomalies in the Maharashtra 2024
State election and, subsequently, in two
constituencies in Karnataka, and in Haryana, it
became crystal clear that India’s voter lists are
being manipulated to impact elections. It is
welcome that the ECI acknowledges the serious
issues with the nation’s voter lists and wants to
rectify. But the cure must not be worse than the
disease. The Chief Election Commissioner must
understand that a Bihar-style SIR is a bad idea.

e According to Ministry of Road Transport data, there are roughly 40 crore (400 million)
vehlcles reglstered in India across all States and Union Territories.
qJsh uRag HAe (Ministry of Road Transport) % &mai SR, YR H g4t Tt 3R
FERIT U & T 40 IS (400 TR aT8) Uohigd &
¢ No two vehicles across the country have the exact same registration number.

SRR A PIS &1 aT6 TP o1 USHHRUT WS To1 39 |

e Similarly, there are 20 crore (200 million) people in India with a driver’s licence.

3 TE, HRA T 20 TS (200 Ffera= @ & T

gTsfan agEv ©

¢ No two people r_\ave the exact same drlve( s Il.cence number. Each number is unique.
ot Y cfdadl & Uy gHH SIS Agay AR 6l 8 | Ude I Sifgdia g |

¢ The same person may have many driving licences (albeit illegal), but each driving licence

number is unique.

UF g Al & U o3 ST a3 81 gohd ¢ (8Tl 3fae), Afh e Srafd argas

AR i g 8|
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It is obvious and elementary that every vehicle registration or driving licence number or any ID
number is unique, and that two records cannot have the same number.

Ig T 3R G © b B g1 Uoiiohul 1 STsfdT asad aR a1 s |l ID &R sifgdta gian
2, 3R 3 RepTS T A T 1T &) Thell|

Yet, this simple and basic principle is violated in the voter lists of the Election Commission
of India (ECI).

ﬁv—{%lﬁ g IR 3R Hayd Rigid yrd fafe= sman (Ecl) &) waerar gt § IecreH faar
gl

Voters in Bengal have the exact same voter identification number as some in Uttar
Pradesh; this pattem is one that repeats itself across many States.

ST & AT & UNT 98! WGl UgaT- | ¢ o 37k Y™ & $S Al & U §; T8
Oc & I8! B el 9l g |

Nearly two decades earlier, in 2008, the then Chief Election Commissioner boasted that the
ECI had given electoral photo identity cards (EPIC) to every voter.

TRTYT & GRID! Ugd, 2008 T, dchIei HT AT RIS - G1al {1 b ECI = R HdgHl &l
HdeTdl Wil Ugery U (EPIC)‘;IT:{HﬁvTIT%I

Apparently, he did not know that the most elementary rule of any identity system is for the ID
number to be unique and not have the same number for many.

SRR AR WR, 3= I8 el gaT AT i it +ft ugam= womelt &1 9% goryd om a8 8 7% Ip
AaR Sifgcdi g1 13T oIk % @il & fore 9| =1g1 g1 9ife Ul

Much Cause for Worry
fiaT &1 g1 HRT

It gets worse. For example, if you are a registered voter, | can change your registered
mobile number to my number using Form-8 without you getting to know it.

R 3Tk W& BYell §1 IaTeRul & fofg, Afe o1y Usiigpa HagraT ¢, df & Sue! Usiipd Aiarsa
AR WIH-8 BT ITANT Hh 304 AR H TGd qhdl g 1071 ST Il |

Then, using my mobile number and OTP for your voter id, | can submit an application to
delete you as a voter. It is as simple as that.

iR, 309 AETEd e 3R MU AaGTdT 3MSS! & T OTP &1 YT b, H 3 Aderd
B 1 M & fT 31de ST R GebdT § | U8 a1 & Tl B

This is how there was an attempt to delete 6,000 genuine voters in the Aland constituency
in Karnataka, which the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
exposed on September 18, 2025.

S TG BeIled DI 3Teg fAUTaHT &3 T 6,000 SRTA HAGTAT3i I 5T BT TN favan
T, Tt eyt o fauer & Sar, wiga Wik = 18 Rydar 2025 &1 I9WR o)

Five days after Mr. Gandhi’'s exposé, the ECI, after vehemently denying his charges, quietly
and surreptitiously changed this process to now use only the Aadhaar-linked mobile
number.

oft i<t & AR & U fo 1€, ECI, 3% 3RITI I SIRGR 1P 4 WIRS B & §1G, Jua
Y Ufhal & SeadR 316 Had MMUR-fFs Margd Hav &1 ST B T |

While this is a welcome and positive change, such a significant move to link Aadhaar to voter
id was done without any press release or discussion.

BT I8 U WITd A1 3R YHRIHAD Feard §, TIl HedqUl HeH TR &I AagrT Tsst
Y SiigA & forg fom foret U fasfer o <t & fasar )

This is a clear and implicit admission by the ECI of the egregious faults in its voter list
management system that has been exploited to manipulate and impact electoral
outcomes.

Ig ECI gRT 31U AagTar gl uae yormelt § iR il &t Wy 3R e Wiefa 8, o
SUIRT gATA fvomat &1 yHIfad e & fore fosar man g

It has also been clearly established, as Mr. Gandhi showed yet again, on November 5, 2025,
that India’s voter lists are riddled with duplicate, fake and ghost voters.

75 il Wy ¥ § R0 81 b1 &, S b o et 7 5 Fafaw 2025 &1 O3 A fewmn, i WRd
! AaGTal Gl giRidbe, Boil 3N Yd Adgrarsii 9 41 g3 ¢
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A lack of unique voter id numbers, and allowing anyone to change voter details are such
elementary system errors which even an engineer in his teens with a basic knowledge of
databases will not commit.

St eeTar TSt FaR &1 i, 3R et 1 off wegTar fIaRor Seem 3 orguf 3 TR
Jeryd Ren Ffedi &, e U M Serey I @A arell fhRiR SofifaR ot 7t e

It is evident that the ECI is staggeringly incompetent in its database management abilities.
I8 WY g b ECI 307 STTaH YaY= &Farsf & Fier ardl U 9 3fam 5|

This is cause for worry as the voter list is India’s most important database.

g feidr o1 fawa 8 Fifes wagrar Jaft 4R &1 Ja Agayuf Seray 3|

It is abundantly clear that India’s voter lists need to be purified and managed better by more
competent people and processes.

I8 WY ¢ fb YRA ) Aegrar Grad o e Jem A 3R ufshaneit gRT g SR S8R
TSI B3 P gD g |

A Bihar-style SIR is bad
feR-TAN FTSIRTRIT 2

In this context, the idea of a Special Intensive Revision (SIR) to purify voter lists is
welcome.

%sﬁﬂ"c:ﬁfr',mmqﬁﬁaﬁagaﬁ%%uﬁﬁqmmﬁm(sm)mﬁwwm
|

There is no doubt that India’s voter lists need to be cleaned up.

U0 B8 TSE el [ YRA B Haeral Jfodl &1 1% dR B HTaaHhdT g1

But can this be entrusted with the same authorities under the very process that muddied it in
the first place?

QAfep T T I IR TR WIGT S bl & fora- 39 Y= | el fovam um?

The ECI, as seen in press conferences held by the Chief Election Commissioner, has
proved that it is blatantly biased and partisan.

o % g g GRT TR O H1=3h9 | 3T T, ECI A I1fad faman § % a8 @y
w0 J Y&t 3R gl

So, the ECI lacks both the trust and the capabilities to come up with its own processes and
rules to conduct an SIR to clean up voter lists.

THfery, ECI & U 1ot ufehanaft 3R Famt & fassfia et ot fasriarar ok gmand et
@1 B g AN TIgTaT e &I T HRA & forg SIR far o 9 |

The only alternative is for the ECI to undertake this cleaning up exercise as a joint
constructive exercise with the involvement of all political parties in every step, and not just
issue diktats and orders.

THAE fadwed I8 § fb ECI 39 IBTE &1 &I Ush Wgad Ia-Td® Ward & &0 8§ mi
TSTITA® el B UFTER! & I &R Hed § B, 7 o Haa Fd=r iR 3me=r okt e

First, the Bihar-style SIR is not the way to conduct this exercise in other States.

T U8, 37 Il B U8 B IR BT R [AgR-elt BT SIR T8 5|

The Bihar SIR was malicious in intent, and was rushed with the sole aim of the deletion of
genuine voters under the false reason of removing illegal migrants from the list.

fIER SIR &1 32T g YT, 3R 3T HId ST HGTarsii PI geT & forg Seaaron H faar mar
T, S HRUT & ded & Yl I Srae YT &I gerr S|

Second, the Aadhaar is fundamental and integral to having a clean voter list.

ORI, TR U T HeleTdT At 39 & fae Mferss iR ifard g1

There is deliberate conflation and confusion being created by the ECI on the use of Aadhaar,
claiming that it is not proof of citizenship and so it cannot be used, which is true.

ECI gRT 3MTYR b IYTNT TR SHRIHR YA 7R frsyor e foar o1 387 8, 78 ora1 &3 g¢ i a7
AR &1 10T 8] § 3R SHIAY SHebT IUANT ATg1 o S Fehell, o7 b TRt B

Every Aadhaar holder need not be a voter. But every voter must be an Aadhaar holder.

B STYUR YRS HAGI 7ol 51 obal| b 8 HAGTT bl HTUR YRS G- AU

Aadhaar linked de-duplication of a voter list is the most efficient and cheapest method to
remove duplicates, fakes and ghosts and ensure that every voter has only one voter id
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card that is unique and non-transferable.

YR fRiTe GfRTHA BT Aagmar JHI &7 a8 S 3R [T Rl § I giRTde,
wolf 3R Yd Aagrarsil &1 g off Yo SR a8 YA fasan o 9 % 8= Adel & U daa
TS HAGTdl UgdT= U= 51 o SHfgaid 3R TR-RIFIaRoNg 81|
By repeatedly rejecting the Aadhaar and even the need for de-duplication, the ECl is
showing itself to be either technically ignorant or willingly malevolent or both.

IATYR 3R Tg1 a% & GRS F1 SMaTHdl I TR-IR WIS Ixb, ECI GG B dAD-Ih!
0§ S O THegBR ¥ A1 S e @1 R |
Third, genuine voters must be enrolled by visiting every household and registering voters
using proper documents, and not by asking voters to download forms online or collecting
them from a centre and registering themselves on their own.

TR, ST HACTATaT Y 8 TR SR 3R Tl SaTdwil &1 SUART d b Uoligrd BT TR,
7 fos AAEIaTst ¥ SfeTs BiH SISl B a1 g ¥ 3¢ PR WY US1HRUl B & forg
el dfeu|
The ECI must go to voters instead of asking voters to go to them, as they did in Bihar.

ECI &I Hacrdrsit & TRy ST =Rt 7 fob Haerarsit &1 3% U 3 & faw e =nfey, S
fob Igi fagR o fasar ol

When a State such as Telangana can do a complete census of 3.5 crore people by visiting
every household in two months, the ECI must and can do this also.

ST AEITET oI T HId &t 7l A &R TR SR 3.5 BAS AN 1 G} SHUMAT IR bl &,

aF ECI 4} 38 TR Tahall § 3R BT AR

This is the only way to ensure that no genuine voter is left behind.

Tg YT S &1 THAE W1 ¢ [ IS et Hagrar Jie = g |

This also implies that the ECI cannot rush this exercise in a month like it did in Bihar.

%qug i 3 % ECI S0 &1 ) Uep HEH | Sl & 7St R Tohall o fb 39 fogR &
I

Clean voter lists are too important and fundamental for an SIR to be done in a hurried and
shabby way.

gmaﬁﬁa@awaﬁ?m%msmﬁwmw 3R TS T | fpar
|

Listen to the Opposition
fauer ot A

Political parties are integral and a vital cog in the wheel of the SIR process.

oo ga SIR Ufehar & ufed o sifard ok Heayuf few B

The ECI is known to be unresponsive to complaints and suggestions from Opposition
parties.

Ecl faueht gat ot Rremdt ok ggdt & ufa srxRerdt 819 & fore ST o 8|

A striking example was in Maharashtra where, in October 2024, a month before voting, all
Opposition parties wrote a joint letter to the ECI with clear evidence of the mass addition of
fake voters.

T T SETER0 HERTY H o1, 5161 3(agar 2024 §, AdaH I U HEH ugd, 9+ faueht e =
ECI &I U& 4gad U forar forad welf aaerarsii & 1R S sie & ¥u JH10T 3|

But this was completely ignored.

Qb 38 G aRE 9 e fobar |

We know how 75 lakh new and mysterious votes were cast in the Maharashtra State
election.

TH 94 & [ HERTY 399 gH1d | $Y 75 A1 ¢ 3R [TwHY die 1l M|

Shockingly, the BJP alliance got exactly 75 lakh more votes in the Assembly election vis-a-
vis the Lok Sabha election to win a majority.

e aTelt §1d T8 & o BJP TS & fauMaHT I1a H AT A1 B1 o1 J 31 75
G A die fAd difds Igad s Job |
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Had the ECI taken the Opposition’s complaint more seriously, Maharashtra might have had a
different Chief Minister.

gfe ECI A fdugl &t Rieprad o1 THiRaT J foran gIdT, df HeRTY # U 3feiv G@&THAT 81 Hebell T
The all-party meetings that the ECI convenes are a farce where the ECI puts on a show of
listening to parties but then issues its own rules and procedures.

Tt gal Bt 93 S ECI AT §, Th AAIe® ¢ ofgt ECI UTEH &t JaTs BT fexarar ol §
Afe fRR 3 o ok wftramd ot ava 31

The SIR process must be one where political parties are consulted at all levels and at every
step — from the State leadership in the State capital, to every district, to every booth.

SIR Tiferan Tef Bt TfeT of8t §R TR SR &R Hel WR IIeHIfae® gal 3 wRf fora s —
o] B AU T 9 A 9 daR &R forar, )R gy a@ |

These meetings must be video recorded, and suggestions, complaints and ideas given by
political parties must be clearly documented.

3 Jo! ! difea R far ST =1iR, 3iR Ieriifas gl gR1 feu U gea, Riemad $ik
faeR Ty ¥ I Gaiord fobg S =il

The most important and strongest demand by the Opposition parties is for the ECI to
publish the final, consolidated and machine-readable digital copy of the photo voter rolls
after the SIR process.

faueht gal & 9o Ae@yul IR ASigd A I8 § % ECI SIR Uihal & &1 Wiel Aagrar g
@ sifad, Tdidpd iR wRIA-H3aa feforea wrft ywla & |

This is an absolutely critical step for the ECI to do for it to win back the trust of the
Opposition parties and the public.

Ig ECI & oY Ueh 3 gyl ded g dlies a8 faueh gt sik ardwifee &1 fayry aoy
Sid g |

It is not that the ECI woke up one day and realised the need for cleaning up voter lists
through SIR exercises.

Ig 7181 & fob ECI U 37 3faMa ST 3R SIR 3T & A1 ¥ Hagrar il & b o
DI HTAIDd THegH Dl |

After the Congress party exposed clear anomalies in the Maharashtra 2024 State election
and, subsequently, in two constituencies in Karnataka, and in Haryana, it became crystal
clear that India’s voter lists are being manipulated to impact elections.

o9 SO UTCT A HERIY 2024 99 AT H WY fIGT(a] &1 ISR a1 3R a1 & FAled
o1 & Fafem &=t oIk gfearon ¥, g8 @y &) ma for URd &1 wagrar it &1 SuaRT gATE! B
TUTIIA = & foTe faan ST v@T 5|

It is welcome that the ECI acknowledges the serious issues with the nation’s voter lists and
wants to rectify.

Ig WRTd A § fob ECI 3 1 WegTar gt § iR wrwnsit &1 TR axar g 8k gur
FAT AEAT 5 |

But the cure must not be worse than the disease.

AP ITER §HR) A IeaR 71 g1 =R u|

The Chief Election Commissioner must understand that a Bihar-style SIR is a bad idea.

HRST TG TS ! I8 AT 1Y 3 fagR-2Aelt &1 SIR to WR1a faar g |
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The malleable Code of Conduct

mbedkar famously
remarked in the
Constituent Assembly,
“However good a
Constitution may be, it is sure to
turn out bad because those who
are called to work it happen to be
a bad lot”. Well, it applies equally
to any law or code framed for
functioning of the country and its
various public processes.

The Model Code of Conduct
(MCC) for guidance of political
parties and candidates is a set of
norms which has evolved with the
consensus of political parties.
They have consented to abide by
the principles embodied in the
said code. It binds them to respect
and observe it in its letter and
spirit. This code began to be
implemented strictly in the 1990s
and has been revised in 2013 by
the Election Commission of India
(EC).

The MCC is operational from
the date on which the election
schedule is announced until the
date of announcement of result.

The MCC lays down code for
general conduct during campaign
process by political parties and
contesting candidates. With
respect to the party or parties in
power, it stipulates that ministers
and other authorities shall not
announce any financial grants,
promise any construction of roads
or provision of drinking water,
announce new projects, lay
foundation stone for projects or
schemes of any kind which may
have the effect of influencing the
voters in favour of the party or
parties in power.

Violations galore

The MCC is a voluntary set of
norms to be followed by political
parties and candidates. It is by
itself not legally enforceable.
Violations of certain provisions of
the MCC with respect to campaign
process can be enforced through
invoking corresponding provisions
in criminal laws and the
Representation of the People Act,
1951 (RP Act). However, it is the
announcement of financial grants
or of new projects by the ruling

Rangarajan R

is a former IAS officer
and author of
‘Courseware on Polity
Simplified’. He
currently trains at
Officers IAS Academy.
Views expressed are
personal.

Successive
governments

at both the
Centre and
various States,
representing the
entire spectrum
of political
parties in India,
are breaking the
spirit of MCC

The malleable Code of Conduct
AT Code of Conduct

Model Code of Conduct (MCC)

Alsd 3R Higdl (MCC)

government just before elections
that can vitiate the level playing
field thereby impairing free and
fair elections. The code does not
restrict grants or disbursements
under ongoing programmes on
the date of announcement of
elections.

A famous quote from Hamlet
goes, “more honoured in the
breach than in the observance”.
This is meant for customs and
laws that are better off being
ignored than being followed. In
the Indian electoral context,
however, it has become a norm to
breach the codes and laws.
Politicians find ingenious ways of
circumventing the MCC when it
comes to announcement of
projects or distribution of grants.

Cash politics

The recent example is the launch
of Mukhyamantri Mahila Rojgar
Yojana (MMRY) in Bihar in August
2025. Under the scheme, women
are eligible to receive ¥10,000 as
grant for self-employment and
livelihood opportunities. The
disbursements started on
September 26, 2025 with the
Prime Minister transferring the
grant to 75 lakh women.
Subsequently weekly instalments
are being transferred to
beneficiaries since October with
recent one being on October 31
and the next on November 7.
One-time cash transfer to the
underprivileged and needy
women, despite its fiscal burden
on the state, does provide some
much-needed succour.

However, with the elections
scheduled to be held in two
phases on November 6 and
November 11, it is a valid criticism
that this is breaking the MCC in
spirit and influencing voters in
favour of the ruling party through
direct cash transfers. Taking
refuge under the guise of an
ongoing scheme, which was
anyway launched just a month
before the announcement of
elections, does not seem kosher.

It is not the first time that MCC
has been broken in spirit when it
comes to announcements of new

projects just before elections.
Successive ruling governments at
both the Centre and various
States, representing the entire
spectrum of political parties in
India, are guilty of this breach.
The MMRY scheme, nonetheless,
does push the dubious envelope of
such breach to a new low.

Stop the sham

In 2013, the Standing Committee
on Personnel, Public Grievances,
Law and Justice, recommended
making the MCC legally binding.
However, the EC is not in favour
since the elections have to be
completed within a relatively short
period of around 45 days while
judicial proceedings take longer.

There has been criticism
directed at the EC for turning a
blind eye to such blatant violations
of the MCC, if not in letter but in
spirit. However, considering the
Machiavellian ability of our
political leaders to invent new
ways of working around election
laws, even the sincerest attempts
in curbing such practices would be
a wild goose chase.

“It is much more important to
kill bad laws than to pass good
ones,” said the former U.S.
President Calvin Coolidge. It may
be apt to apply this to most parts
of MCC that deal with government
schemes and projects. Violation of
code with respect to campaign
process can be suitably dealt with
by the EC under its existing
powers.

However, the MCC guidelines
that stipulate no fresh projects or
financial grants after
announcement of elections can be
done away with as they are more
breached in spirit than followed.

One of the arguments for
conduct of simultaneous elections
to Lok Sabha and State Assemblies
is to minimise the impact of MCC
that restricts new government
programmes and schemes with
multiple elections every year.
Scrapping these provisions in MCC
would at least result in one farcical
reason being less for the
arguments in favour of
simultaneous polls.

Ambedkar famously remarked in the Constituent Assembly, “However good a Constitution
may be, it is sure to turn out bad because those who are called to work it happen to be a bad

lot”.
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JdSH 1 URIG =T T WA IHT H Fal, “fha i 3rs1 dfge™ ), gg Y wu 3 wve
Tiferd g1 ifes 8 38 A R o 7T o ol @, 3 U @RId g el g 1”

Well, it applies equally to any law or code framed for functioning of the country and its
various public processes.

g fopdt 1 BTV a1 fEan IR THH FU AL gian 8 S o SR 39 fafid wrdeie
fsharsit o Harer & oY §915 7% B

The Model Code of Conduct (MCC) for guidance of political parties and candidates is a
set of norms which has evolved with the consensus of political parties.

oo gal 3R Irftear) & arfes & fow Alsw SmaR Afgdr (Mcc) AF®! &1 U A
& Ol AIeTifa® gal @I Agafd & I [IHRd g g

They have consented to abide by the principles embodied in the said code.

I5in gad dfear # Ffed Rasiatl &1 ure o & fore geafa & 8

It binds them to respect and observe it in its letter and spirit.

T8 3 39 U 3R 3ITeHT ST | T 3R UTa &+ & fog a1el il g

This code began to be implemented strictly in the 1990s and has been revised in 2013 by the
Election Commission of India (ECI).

2 fed o1 1990 ¥ gRIP N T ° A1 fava T 3R 9 2013 & YR fAaf== smakT (Ecl)
GRT HRNAT fasar

The MCC is operational from the date on which the election schedule is announced until the
date of announcement of result.

MCC 39 &7 ¥ Ar 8t § SId g1 SRfhH 31 9iwon &t St € 3R ufome &t giworn dd
AR B

The MCC lays down code for general conduct during campaign process by political
parties and contestlng candidates.

MCC ITeT-ifa® gal 3R ATdt Infieart grT S ufthar & SR 9 a8 & fag
o Ry et 81

With respect to the party or parties in power, it stipulates that ministers and other
authorities shall not announce any financial grants, promise any construction of roads or
provision of drinking water, announce new projects, lay foundation stone for projects or
schemes of any kind which may have the effect of influencing the voters in favour of the party
or parties in power.

I A qa g1 ol & goy &, gg RSy wvar g fo wiEat ok o= yifrson ! &S fa=ia
ST I 781 B a1y, foreht wew formfor a1 iR & urit bt amgfd &1 arar 781 s

Ry, Hquﬁﬁaeﬁ‘a‘rwnﬂ%’rm——ﬁmi%u it UpR Pt gRASHT a1 die & faw

Rrer=area 781 1 TRy, S Aderarsh & I | g a1 gal & Ui § UHIfdd HR 9% |

Violations galore

B AR

The MCC is a volunta set of norms to be followed by political parties and candidates.
MCC TSIt gal %wﬂmﬁmw%qaﬁaﬁﬁ%wwmﬁw@a%

It is by itself not legally enforceable.

g W BT &9 | AR AR 5 |

Violations of certain provisions of the MCC with respect to campaign process can be
enforced through invoking corresponding provisions in criminal laws and the
Representation of the People Act, 1951 (RP Act).

MCCﬁg@WﬁWWGﬂ‘WW%WﬂﬁWW 3R ufafafa
Sfufad, 1951 (RP Act) &1 Taifid uRTaft o7 garar SR AN far ot ar g |

However, it is the announcement of financial grants or of new projects by the ruling
government just before elections that can vitiate the level playing field thereby impairing
free and fair elections.

BTy, FATdl ¥ 3% Uge a1 H ORPR gRI faxita 3T a1 A5 RT3 &1 Yoo 1
TaE ufaguf &1 AgM [T Yol ¢ ok s SR fHeger gamal &) nvifad &R Febdr 5|

The code does not restrict grants or disbursements under ongoing programmes on the date
of announcement of elections.
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gg fgar gl &1 9o & i 9d X6t AreIstt & ded Srger aT faarur & ufasfid gt
DR |

o A famous quote from Hamlet goes, “more honoured in‘ the preach than in the observance”.
BHAE FT Udh URIG ISR 8, “UTa B3 F 31 IeaieH & qu-al”

e Thisis meant'for custom§ and laws that are better off being ignored than being followed.
Tg 3 Afaal 3R ST & fore § 5= Ut e @ dgaR & b smiear fasan s

¢ In the Indian electoral context, however, it has become a norm to breach the codes and
laws.

YR gATal Jg B, grerifes, [ifgar 3R ST &1 Iecias &1 U |- &4 T 5 |
e Politicians find ingenious ways of circumventing the MCC when it comes to announcement
of projects or distribution of grants.

e ufatTei @t SYwon a1 Srgerl @1 faaRur © a1d STt 7, A ISdr MCC &I 96T 3
& fo IR SUMA ged g |

Cash I:olitics

www.patrioticias.in

e The recent example is the launch of Mukhyamantri Mahila Rojgar Yojana (MMRY) in Bihar
in August 2025.

BT BT IaTe0 GEIHH! Afgdr ASHIR i1 (MMRY) &7 fagR o 3R 2025 H @i g1 B |
e Under the scheme, women are eligible to receive ¥10,000 as grant for self-employment and
livelihood opportunities.

T AT & dgd, Afgamd SMTE-KITATR 3R SiifaeT & e} & il 10,000 3 U
A DI UF B

e The disbursements started on September 26, 2025 with the Prime Minister transferring the
grant to 75 lakh women.

fIaRUr 31 Y aTd 26 RdaR 2025 i g8, & WUTHAT = T8 G 75 TG Afgenaii &
SR T

o Subsequently weekly instalments are being transferred to beneficiaries since October, with
recent one belng on October 31 and the next on November 7.

T a1C I agaR § ATTe® fbed anuifal ot iR Bt W e €, g fhed 31 g
@1 3R ST 7 TdER Bl

¢ One-time cash transfer to the underprivileged and needy women, despite its fiscal
burden on the state, does provide some much-needed succour.
U® IR P ¢ SEITaRUT AeUTBP R SRIavic Afgarsif o, I W 39 fa g &
Jace, $© AT SMIID TeRT YeH Hdl ¢ |

o However, with the elections scheduled to be held in two phases on November 6 and
November 11, it is a valid criticism that this is breaking the MCC in spirit and influencing
voters in favour of the ruling party through direct cash transfers.

gaifh, gTE Sl &1 TR A 6 AdaR 3R 11 TdaR B S 8, 38 T I A1 HHT S &
3 78 MCC P} ST B! TS T & iR Ttk Tehg AR & AT J Herdr &l Ferary
e & Uy § quIfad R @13

e Taking refuge under the guise of an ongoing scheme, which was anyway launched just a
month before the announcement of elections, does not seem kosher.

T Y81 TS & 8 BT JgRT A1, o 38 +ff T1a Bt v & ot e AEIA Ugal af= fapa
T T, Tl gl Rl

e |tis not the first time that MCC has been broken in spirit when it comes to announcements
of new projects Just before elections.

U5 UGl IR 51 § o1d g1l § 31 Ugd 1§ YIS Bt eY9omsii & ey H MCC B
3T T AT TR

e Successive ruling governments at both the Centre and various States, representing the
entire spectrum of political parties in India, are guilty of this breach.

YR & Tt Ierifae et &1 ufaffia ovd g, s 3R faftrs et & aR T o <@
AN 39 Seeiu- Bl B
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The MMRY scheme, nonetheless, does push the dubious envelope of such breach to a new
low.

i3 ft, MMRY TSI 39 UBR & Iocio Pt ATy JHHT B ¢ IR W A il g

Stop the Sham
dIETYSt Bt AP

In 2013, the Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and Justice
recommended making the MCC legally binding.

2013 ¥, SHORY, A Riemd, ST R =g Rkt Jfifd 3 mce & St w0 3
TG I B RIBIRR BT 2t

However, the EC is not in favour since the elections have to be completed within a relatively
short period of around 45 days while judicial proceedings take longer.

eI, EC 3% &l ® -Tel § aaifdh TATG B! T 45 f&Y o) srdensrd w1 3afd T qRT AT
BIdT § Saich =TT BrIarat dsl gidl gl

There has been criticism directed at the EC for tuming a blind eye to such blatant violations
of the MCC, if not in letter but in spirit.

g 1 had eGER, dfch TET H, MCC & Y ¥ I D! SGEN H b ol EC Bt
ST B1 TS 5|

However, considering the Machiavellian ability of our political leaders to invent new ways
of working around election laws, even the sincerest attempts in curbing such practices would
be a wild goose chase.

g, TAR ISIITa® Adrsfl &1 AIfFATafe™ &HdT &! ¢&d gU off gATdl BT &
a&wwaﬁ%@mﬁ% TY 311 &l Wb o Gad SHHGR YA Hf SHR Pt HIRT=r Frfod

I

“It is much more important to kill bad laws than to pass good ones,” said the former U.S.
President Calvin Coolidge.

7d SR®T Ayufa Hea Hivet 7 FeT, “ofe BT T I 31fe AeaqUl § RIS ST
D! GHIE DHRAT|”

It may be apt to apply this to most parts of MCC that deal with government schemes and
projects.

T MCC & SIS fFR TR AN IR JUYad 81 Thell § SNl TRBIRY AISTTSAT 3R
ufvaerrail @ Tsfia 8

Violation of code with respect to campaign process can be suitably dealt with by the EC
under its existing powers.

S uftrar & ddy & wfedar &1 Ieded EC 30 AiNel ASHR! & dgd 3fad ®U § fAger
THA 5|

However, the MCC guidelines that stipulate no fresh projects or financial grants after
announcement of elections can be done away with as they are more breached in spirit than
followed.

gTaifos, MCC fa=misd=T S g1a F1 ¥von & S8 His A5 ufvaier a1 fasiig sreM 8! &
o1 o Pk ava €, 3 ger fean S T § aaifes I urer &R ) g o 3ifdes e
o Ieeed a1 S 5|

One of the arguments for conducting simultaneous elections to Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies is to minimise the impact of MCC that restricts new government programmes
and schemes with multiple elections every year.

AHTUT 3R I FauT TSl & TUHIGR TATal & SRS & Tt T b I8 ¢ i T8 &
T g GAMG! & 1Y 5 TP W13 3R Srfepdl o) ufasfid H7 are MCC & UHId &
&Y HRAT ¢

Scrapping these provisions in MCC would at least result in one farcical reason being less for
the arguments in favour of simultaneous polls.

MCC T S UIaYHI &I g ¥ &8 ¥ &1 Th Wel$bdT HRUT HH 51 ST o FHHIGR gATal
& Uy o ap! & forg fam S 81
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What constitutes as

contempt of court in India?

How does the Constitution define courts of record? What are the two types of contempt?

C. B. P. Srivastava

he recent controversy over the
alleged contemptuous and
derogatory remarks against the
Chief Justice of India and the
Supreme Court has not only raised
eyebrows, but can also be considered an
act of diminishing the ‘authority’ of
India’s top court. Moreover, such remarks
being spread through media and social
media may also be seen as an act of
interfering and obstructing the
administration of justice, thereby directly
damaging the edifice of constitutional
morality. This has been the basis for the
demand to initiate contempt proceedings.

Understanding contempt

The phrase ‘contempt of court’ is used in
Article 19(2) as one of the grounds for
imposing reasonable restriction on
fundamental freedoms yet the
Constitution does not give guidelines on

how to initiate such proceedings. In India,
the Supreme Court and High Court have
been designated as courts of record under
Article 129 and 215 respectively. A court of
record is one whose decisions are kept in
reserve for future references and
inherently it also has the power to punish
for its contempt. This implicit
constitutional provision is explained in
the Contempt of Court Act, 1971

The Act classifies contempt into civil
and criminal. Section 2(b) of the Act
defines civil contempt as wilful
disobedience to any judgment, decree,
direction, order, writ or other process of a
court or wilful breach of an undertaking
given to a court. On the other hand,
criminal contempt is defined in Section
2(c) of the Act, as the publication
(whether by words spoken or written or
by signs or by visible representations or
otherwise) of any matter or the doing of
any act which — (i) scandalises or lowers
the authority of any court; or (i)

What constitutes as contempt of court in India?

YR & 3ISTAd P SIGHTHHT T AT STl 82

prejudices or interferes or tends to
interfere with, the due course of any
judicial proceeding; or (iii) interferes or
tends to interfere with the administration
of justice in any other manner. This
makes it clear that contempt is different
from mere disrespect. It is beyond just
covering disobedience and disruption in
the working of the justice system. The Act
further states that the High Court or
Supreme Court may initiate contempt
proceedings suo moto. It may also be
initiated by a third party provided the
petition has consent from the Attorney
General or Advocate General for the
Supreme Court and High Court
respectively.

The mode of criticism

It is now a settled principle that fair
criticism of a decided case is not
contempt, but criticism that transgresses
the limits of fair commentary may be
considered contemptuous as held in

Controversy over Remarks Against the Chief Justice of India and Supreme Court

YRT & Y37 AT 3R i Fid & FRaeme fewfoml &1 aws faarg

e The recent controversy over the alleged contemptuous and derogatory remarks against
the Chief Justice of India and the Supreme Court has not only raised eyebrows, but can
also be considered an act of diminishing the authority of India’s top court.

YR & T&T AT iR G FIE & fGAE ST qu-THD SR S-S

feufor & Ao giferan fare A Saa @M e itfd fhar g 78T, sfep 38 URd 31 Y srererd
P UIFUPROT B HH B & B &b =0 H Ht 37T off Il B

e Moreover, such remarks being spread through media and social media may also be seen as
an act of interfering and obstructing the administration of justice, thereby directly damaging
the edifice of constitutional morality.

g% 3raaT, Tt fewforat o1 WifEar Sik arerer WifEar & Arey T o < u=mEq |
TEIAT 3R 1T ST & Hrd b TU H Wt 311 51 Tt 7, o e Haerf~re Afasar of ig

H! THUH Ugad g |
e This has been the basis for the demand to initiate contempt proceedings.

Tt YR & oI HRUT AT HTAATE Y& HRA B AR $I TS 5|

Understanding Contempt
STHEHT BT FHSAT

Page3 1
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The phrase ‘contempt of court’ is used in Article 19(2) as one of the grounds for imposing
reasonable restriction on fundamental freedoms yet the Constitution does not give
guidelines on how to initiate such proceedings.

‘ST DI SAHAT et HT ST 3¢ 19(2) T M Tadzrarsi wR IRia ufasy am
& TP SMYR & U A forar T 8, Afce1 wfaem 38 sriarel & oA & feenfesr =& <arnl

In India, the Supreme Court and High Court have been designated as courts of record
under Article 129 and 215 respectively.

URA o, FHH B 3R 8T8 DI &I HU: 3T 129 3R 215 & dgd Repls srgradl & T4
H fird fopar g

A court of record is one whose decisions are kept in reserve for future references and
inherently it also has the power to punish for its contempt.

T TS 3rarerd a8 gl & forge e Hiasy & Faaf & g Jfa @ o ¢ ok 3ad
WIS T I SO SHTAT & U Sfed o &1 ifIHR oft gl 8|

This implicit constitutional provision is explained in the Contempt of Court Act, 1971.

g ST FAUTH UG AGTerd Pt AU fUf~ad, 1971 T THgmn T ¢

The Act classifies contempt into civil and criminal.

ST SEHTT BT ARG 3R SATWRIIS & Tffpd Rl g

Section 2(b) of the Act defines civil contempt as willful disobedience to any judgment,
decree, direction, order, writ or other process of a court or willful breach of an undertaking
given to a court.

AT 3 STUTT 2(b) & AR S@H=HT &1 [t B, smewr, fewm-FHdw, e ar sma

SGTAd 1 UfehaT BT SIFEZIhR UTer = HRAT AT 3Terd bl QU 7T Y BT SR Jeeia
AT FAT T B |

Criminal contempt is defined in Section 2(c) of the Act as the publication (spoken, written,
signs, visible representations or otherwise) of any matter or the doing of any act which — (i)
scandalises or lowers the authority of any court; or (ii) prejudices, interferes or tends to
interfere with the due course of any judicial proceeding; or (iii) interferes or tends to
interfere with the administration of justice in any other manner.

ST AFTH & SFURT 2(c) T IR 7, Forem fadt amret 1 wepT=I= (et
U X(eg, fafad, dohd, T URfd a1 3F-T) 1 U1 Dl B i — (i) Tt Srerera & wrfirawor
DI T AT HH Hx; 1 (i) et a1 Srfardt & Ifod e H swaay a1 J1em STerdT o;
7 (i) fft 3 % B =uTg U= H gA&Y a1 9147 ST 81|
This makes it clear that contempt is different from mere disrespect.
TUY T BT ¢ 1o SITHTHT et SRIHT ¥ ST ¢ |
It is beyond just covering disobedience and disruption in the working of the justice system.
78 Hacl Ay R U1 yorrelt # fget ao a7

The Act further states that the High Court or Supreme Court may initiate contempt
proceedings suo moto.

%s{ﬁrﬁm 3T ST § b 818 DI a1 i I TH-OR SIqHTHAT Hrdaret Y& HR Jabd
|

It may also be initiated by a third party provided the petition has consent from the Attorney
General or Advocate General for the Supreme Court and High Court respectively.

Tg TR & gRT 4 = 31 S It 7, a1 At R A S 3R 818 P & g v
TeT SR I7 3fS4idhe S-Rd &1 JgHfd gl

The Mode of Criticism
SITARIHAT BT ARNbT

Fair criticism of a decided case is not contempt, but criticism that transgresses the limits of
fair commentary may be considered contemptuous as held in Ashwini Kumar Ghosh vs
Arabinda Bose (1952).

fareft foffa Trra @t I smeeT SlgHTAT 6T ], Aft S seie S fewoht @t wnait
ﬁw?ﬁ%@mwwmw%@m%mwmmmm
(1952) & FHgT Tl
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¢ In Anil Ratan Sarkar vs Hirak Ghosh (2002), it was held that the power to punish for
contempt must be exercised with caution and only when there is a clear violation of an

order.

e Ta WRPR 4911 R °I (2002) T I H&T T fob SGHAT & o &8 37 &1
SRR ATaYT T TN foam ST Aie SiR dhaet at ora forddt Sme=T &1 Wy I &l

¢ In M. V. Jayarajan vs High Court of Kerala (2015), the Supreme Court upheld a contempt
finding against an individual for using abusive language in a public speech while criticising a
High Court order, establishing such actions as criminal contempt.
T, §t. SRS §9TH $Rd So <1arad (2015) 5, T $id A fhf safad & faams
AU BT frsh s SRERR @1, o BT8 PIC ST DI A Bl gY ATdoi-ids U
SYHTASTD HTT BT YINT b1, T STURTIRIG STHEAT b U | RA1fUd foba

¢ Recently in Shanmugam @ Lakshminarayanan vs High Court of Madras (2025), the Court
held that the purpose of punishment for contempt is to ensure administration of justice.

T ST 3 A1Te (2025) H, HI 3 Hel fh
AT & oY §€ &1 I5-T a1 WRINIH AT A1 5|

e Criticising the Courts’ action democratically is not wrong; however, one must consider the

judiciary's crucial role in setting priorities for the state to maintain the sanctity of
administration of justice.

g1d 81 4 IFYIH @ @

HIC b

Bl B! APAIAP A 7Tdd a1 ; gTdifds, ATIUTfeIesT B I P UTAfFparaif

P Fufivg w3 & Aeaqul YHeT o = § T 91gy dlics =TT YR @ gfasdl o+ 3G |

¢ Both the state and citizens need to understand that any kind of misrepresentation would
not only amount to contempt, it would also be detrimental to democratic principles,

affecting the delivery of substantive justice.
Waﬁimﬁﬁaﬁﬁwmaﬂ%ﬁﬁsﬁsﬁlﬁwmwuﬁ?ﬂww
SAHTHAT 8 T8 {1 ST, §fedh U8 Tpdiip [RIgidl & o7U 8BRS N, 3R I U
D1 3Mgfd & guIfad S|

Governance 06/11/2025

Karnataka plans to introduce Al in district judiciary

As the use of artificial intel-
ligence (Al) spreads across
sectors, the Karnataka go-
vernment is coming up
with legislation to allow
use of Al to streamline the
justice delivery system in
the district judiciary. This
is expected to enhance
speed, accuracy, transpa-
rency, accessibility, and
objectivity in judicial
process.

The implementation of
Al will be a coordinated ef-
fort between the State go-
vernment and the Karnata-
ka High Court under the

Karnataka District Judici-
ary Reforms Bill, 2025,
which covers other aspects
of judiciary reforms too.
The legislation will al-
low Al to be implemented
in case filing and registra-
tion, case management, le-
gal research assistance,
document processing, and
predictive analytics for
administration.

With fast-track courts

The Al-driven measure is
proposed along with the
the establishment of fast-
track courts. Cases involv-
ing farmers, unemployed,
job-deprived people,
agrarian disputes includ-

Al can be used in filing of cases
and document processing.
GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

ing land, agricultural
loans, crop insurance and
tenancy issues, is pro-
posed to be transferred to
fast-track courts that are

expected to dispose of cas-
es within 12 months.

“The Bill had come be-
fore the Cabinet but had
been deferred. The Fi-
nance Department is yet to
give approval for setting up
the proposed fast-track
courts. It is likely to be ta-
bled in the ensuing Winter
Session of the Legislature,”
a government source said.

According to sources,
the district judiciary re-
forms had been pending
for some time, and Law
and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister H.K. Patil had ta-
ken interest by holding
consultations before the
draft was formulated. “The

legislation will be in line
with latest technology de-
velopments,” the source
said.

As part of safeguards
against the misuse, the
proposed legislation bars
district judiciary from us-
ing Al system to predict,
recommend or influence
the outcome of judicial de-
cision. Al inputs cannot be
treated as evidence or legal
opinion. To ensure data
protection, the Al system
to be used should comply
with standards of data se-
curity, privacy and confi-
dentiality, which will be
prescribed by the High
Court, the Bill says.
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Karnataka plans to introduce Al in district judiciary

Fled forar arauifreT § T3g aR] H31 B i1 9471 38T 8

As the use of artificial intelligence (Al) spreads across sectors, the Karnataka
government is coming up with legislation to allow use of Al to streamline the
justice delivery system in the district judiciary.

SIR-oR S g (A1) &1 3w Ity &t o 9 @1 8, FHled WPR Th
fa9a® o1 38§ a1 Rre <arauTieT § =y faaRor o o goared a3 &
fore warrs o1 IuEnT fovar o gos |

This is expected to enhance speed, accuracy, transparency, accessibility, and
objectivity in the judicial process

Y 1 Ufgean B ifd, Adidan, ureRfar, gavar oik fArwerar s+ o1 3uiie 3|
The implementation of Al will be a coordinated effort between the State
government and the Karnataka High Court under the Karnataka District Judiciary
Reforms Bill, 2025, which covers other aspects of judiciary reforms too.

TafTE 1 BT XToT TRBR IR it o ATaTad & § Tob Saird ward
BT, O Seiiee foram =aruTtreT GuR fAdaw, 2025 & siaid fasar smem, fod
RI% GURT & 37 Ugq i AT & |
The legislation will allow Al to be implemented in case filing and registration, case
management, legal research assistance, document processing, and predictive
analytics for administration.

T8 BT T3S & ITUNT B AR T ATHA BT BTSFT SR s, g yae,
BT STHUTT TR, ATl UHBIUT 3R U= & g VferaTolt Rrzaror
(predictive analytics) S &t

With fast-track courts

aoit | =g 29 arelt SrgTad) & 1Y

The Al-driven measure is proposed along with the establishment of fast-track
courts.

T3 eTa Surdl o el & =T &1 arelt SreTerd] ®1 RJITIAT & 1Y AR HIA BT
TR g

Cases involving farmers, unemployed, job-deprived people, agrarian disputes
including land, agricultural loans, crop insurance and tenancy issues, is
proposed to be transferred to fast-track courts that are expected to dispose of cases
within 12 months.

e, RITRE, At A dfra @, Yty faarel, $iY Bon, wae far ek
ﬁmﬁaﬂﬁwﬁaﬁﬁa@a@mﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁmaﬁwmﬁ
RIFIART A HI UG &, S 12 HeHH & WaR Arde 1 fAueRT & &t sier &t
ST g

“The Bill had come before the Cabinet but had been deferred. The Finance
Department is yet to give approval for setting up the proposed fast-track courts.

g fadas Sfene & T o o1 dfe 39 RIFT & fear man fast faumr 3
TR doft | =Urg 31 arelt SrgTerdl @1 R & g 31 e ot e R 1

It is likely to be tabled in the ensuing Winter Session of the Legislature,” a
government source said.

T ORI G A Hgl, I8 RurHea & M Aawrei 9= I Ud fovar o
qHa gl

According to sources, the district judiciary reforms had been pending for some

time, and Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister H.K. Patil had taken interest by
holding consultations before the draft was formulated.

T F TR, fore ArauiieT GuR oo w94 1 dfed 4, 3R ST U4 Sada
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e “The legislation will be in line with latest technology developments,” the source
said.
A A BT, “T8 B TA-aH a1t fabTHl & =3 gl

e As part of safeguards against misuse, the proposed legislation bars district
judiciary from using Al systems to predict, recommend or influence the
outcome of judicial decisions.

& FEare JRe&m I & T/ & U H, TRd1fad S forar <araarieret &
T3HTS WOt T ST 1R FHofg & ufeoma 3t ufdsrarolt, Ryerie=r ar gwfaa
P & fore F § ufadfia sRar gl
e Al inputs cannot be treated as evidence or legal opinion.

T3ATS S9TYC B AT IT BT I & &9 | g1 T S bl |

e To ensure data protection, the Al system to be used should comply with standards of data
security, privacy and confidentiality, which will be prescribed by the High Court, the Bill
says.

ST JR&M YT B & 1Y, TRaTdd S § $H81 71 § b STIRT S S Tl TATS Jorredt
P ST JR&T, MUar 3R Mu=ar & A= &1 Ura o1 91T, forg 3= =ararad gkt
fFruffea forar smeam)

International Relations 06/11/2025

ED stresses India’s role in FATF’s
new asset recovery framework

NEW DELHI

The global inter-govern-
mental Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) has re-
leased the “Asset Recovery
Guidance and Best Practic-
es” guidelines, which pro-
vide a comprehensive and
updated framework to
strengthen the global sys-
tem for asset recovery
against financial crimes.
“The guidance follows
up on one of the most sig-
nificant global reforms to
the FATF standards on con-
fiscation and international
cooperation in over three
decades. It outlines practi-
cal measures for policy-

makers and practitioners
to identify, trace, freeze,
manage, confiscate, and
return assets derived from
criminal activity,” the En-
forcement Directorate (ED)
said on Wednesday.

The ED stated that India
played a prominent role in
the development of both
the revised FATF standards
and the guidance docu-
ment.

“The document con-
tains multiple examples
from cases investigated by
the ED, which are cited as
models of effective asset
recovery practice and in-
ter-agency coordination.
This recognition reflects
the increasing internation-

al standing of India and the
ED in the global discourse
on asset recovery and fi-
nancial crime enforce-
ment,” it said.

The new framework ex-
pands the definition of as-
set recovery to cover the
entire process from the
identification of criminal
property to its eventual
confiscation and return.

The guidance also pro-
motes the adoption of tools
such as extended confisca-
tions and unexplained-
wealth orders that require
individuals to show the
lawful origin of their assets
when there is reasonable
suspicion of criminal lin-

kage.
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ED stresses India’s role in FATF’s new asset recovery framework

38! 7 THUATE & AU TAe Repad) huad & URd &1 YfireT w® Wk faan

e The global inter-governmental Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has released
the “Asset Recovery Guidance and Best Practices” guidelines, which provide a
comprehensive and updated framework to strengthen the global system for
asset recovery against financial crimes.

AP SFR-INPR! faxig FRATE Bd 961 (FATF) 3 “THe Npad) MeSH S s
Ao feznfrcw IR e &, o farfta sraRrel & fRyame ai=iufy gavifea &
AfY® 77 DI oI B & I T AT 3R S & UgH HRd 6|

e “The guidance follows up on one of the most significant global reforms to the
FATF standards on confiscation and international cooperation in over three
decades.

g T3S d I G § THUSITB DI IR STait 3R SRS TgaNT & &5
T Hgayul 3fye GuRl 7 @ 7o W srumia g1

e |t outlines practical measures for policymakers and practitioners to identify,
trace, freeze, manage, confiscate, and return assets derived from criminal
activity, the Enforcement Directorate (ED) said on Wednesday.

=ad Aifa-fafarei o srafag=edisi & e Aragie Ul &1 3w g, dife
SrRTY ¥ 3rfofa HufraY 1 ug=m=, uar s, WIS &9, U, Siadt 3R ara
&I S b, T Uge=T FHSRITAT (ED) = §UaR &I Hall

o The ED stated that India played a prominent role in the development of both the
revised FATF standards and the guidance document.
331 9 g1 fp URd I IRNUT THEATE AES! 3R MBS XA G-l & b
¥ o et g 3

o “The document contains multiple examples from cases investigated by the ED,
which are cited as models of effective asset recovery practice and inter-agency
coordination.
‘S XAV 4 S8 gRT Wi ¢ ATHE! & PS I&TeX0N AT §, g yurdt vde
gmﬂumaﬁ 3R TeifEt & o au-ag & el Atsd & ¥ § Igyd fawan T

"

e This recognition reflects the increasing international standing of India and the ED
in the global discourse on asset recovery and financial crime enforcement, it
said.

<31 A e, “gg g ufvEu gt iR faxia srRry wadq wR afye fawsf o
YR 3R $S I Fgdl A=Y UfesT o1 it 51"

o The new framework expands the definition of asset recovery to cover the entire
process from the identification of criminal property to its eventual confiscation
and return.

a1 gian Tie Raad it afvumar &1 iR owar 8, o srrry | 93t |ufy &t
TEa | APB? STP! SHfaw =it 3R arurdt a Y gt ufar wnfia B

e The guidance also promotes the adoption of tools such as extended confiscations
and unexplained wealth orders, that require individuals to show the lawful origin of
their assets when there is reasonable suspicion of criminal linkage.

g Moy fawriya st (extended confiscations) 3R 3y Fuf~r Sme=r
(unexplained wealth orders) Y IUBU BT 3 B 4 UreTed dxl % S
HAfdaal B T8 AT B P IR HRd & [ I7D! WU BT Y A R g,
e 37 SRTY T TS § BT aAfRId W 8l
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Mansukh Mandaviya says Pak. misuses
international forums

nmmsﬁmﬁw UIfhdT SaRRTPIY Hal
BT GSUANT Hdl 8

e Countering Pakistan President Asif Ali
Zardari’s claim that India was weaponising war, Union
Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya said in Doha on
Wednesday that Pakistan was abusing an international
forum.

Mansukh Mandaviya says Pak. W%ﬂ%ﬁeﬂm ﬁaﬁr m%w%aﬁ_m

. - . : e oYd §¢ [ URA g5 AR T ¥6T 8, Pald 9°
misuses international forums ﬁmmﬁgwﬁwﬁwﬁ;w
Countering Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari’s Gm'@'q T T GSUANT H 8T 8

claim that India was weaponising war, Union ¢ Mr. Mandaviya was addressing the
Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya said in Session of Second World Summit for Social

Doha on Wednesday that Pakistan was abusing Development.

an international forum. Mr. Mandaviya was ot wiefaar fegdta fay amafore e amaa & T o1
addressing the Session of Second World Summit  gqifefg #3 © 3|

for Social Development. “We take strong o “We take strong objection to certain

objection to certain unjustified references made ,y;stified references made by the President of Pakistan
by President of Pakistan yesterday (Tuesday) on  yegterday (Tuesday) on India in his remarks.

India in his remarks. This is an abuse of an B@ﬁm ng%wqﬁmmm) RTec

international forum to distract the world from :
focusing on social development,” he said. Mr. FoRIH § HRA IR 6T T aﬁﬁﬁl 3R PRTUR Ieet &1

Mandaviya added that Pakistan has no locus Hol fRIY BRAE "

standi to comment on India’s internal affairs. e “Thisis an abuse of an international
forum to distract the world from focusing on social

development,” he said.
IR e, g AT fawra W g &1 e vedr F g s Ha @t
§%"T€ﬁ11 (abuse) %I"

e Mr. Mandaviya added that Pakistan has no locus standi to comment on India’s
internal affairs.

oft Aisfaar 3 M we1 fos NfpTa & YRd & 3iidfye A« uR feuft &4 &1
ﬂﬁ'{\ﬂﬁﬁﬂ? (locus standi):rsgf%I
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NATO chief plays down US.
withdrawal from Romania

ence France-Presse
BUCHAREST

NATO head Mark Rutte on
Wednesday shrugged off a
U.S. decision to withdraw
troops from Romania, after
fears it could spell a broad-
er disengagement by
Washington.

“l really think we are
making a little bit too much
out of this,” Mr. Rutte said
at a press conference with
Romania’s President in
Bucharest.

“These  adjustments
take place. Please don’t
read too much into that.”

Romania said last week
the United States was pull-
ing out troops from the
country, which borders
war-torn Ukraine, but that
some 1,000 U.S. personnel
are set to remain.

Washington has denied
that the move signals a step
back from helping defend
Europe at a time of height-

gl

Mark Rutte

ened worry over the threat
from Russia.

The withdrawal comes
amid a review of U.S. mili-
tary deployments world-
wide that has intensified
concerns about President
Donald Trump’s commit-
ment to European mem-
bers of the U.S.-led NATO
alliance.

The Trump administra-
tion has said it is consider-
ing shifting more forces to
focus more on other chal-
lenges, such as China.

“The U.S. has a big pre-

U.S. has denied the
move signals a step
back from helping

defend Europe

sence in Europe, and that
presence is there, and
within that presence, they
are always looking, how
can they make best use of
their resources,” Mr. Rutte
said.

“Even with this adjust-
ment, the U.S. force pos-
ture in Europe remains
larger than it has been for
many years. There are still
many more U.S. forces on
the continent than before
20227

Mr. Trump has long ac-
cused NATO allies of not
spending enough on de-
fence — but the military al-
liance sought to win over
the U.S. leader by pledging
to ramp up expenditure at
a summit this summer.

NATO chief plays down U.S. withdrawal from Romania

T & i@t AfFH1 $t aTudt B ATl W A ATt garn

o NATO head Mark Rutte on Wednesday shrugged off a U.S. decision to withdraw

troops from Romania, after fears it could spell a broader disengagement by

Washington.

Tl W "I I A GUAR DI ARt g Awn-rar A df et ot arusht & fFofg
%ﬁ%%,aﬁ%wm@aﬁm%wmﬁmmw
|

o ‘| really think we are making a little bit too much out of this,” Mr. Rutte said at a
press conference with Romania’s President in Bucharest.
T T AT 2 b BH 5 4R ) oeid A W g1 SR & A ¥ 3 TR
H It & rgufa & 0 U Hihd | S|

e “These adjustments take place. Please don’t read too much into that.”

U FHTAS g1a T8d 2 | puar 398 wrer o 7 a1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page38


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticl AS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

¢ Romania said last week the United States was pulling out troops from the country,
which borders war-torn Ukraine, but that some 1,000 U.S. personnel are set to
remain.

JrferaT A fse TwdTe wet ot o wgad Isg smifveT 3w A Afe! @t aruy gar
? S G IR gobl P WA | TeT g3 8, Af= T 1,000 3rAf¥an dfw agl

. Washlngton has denied that the move signals a step back from helping defend
Europe at a time of heightened worry over the threat from Russia.
[Te - 59 HeH I GRIU 3t &1 W WIS g &1 dbd ¢ I 3AhR fbar, e
9 9 ggd TG Bt AB FAa 51 g3 o
e The withdrawal comes amid a review of U.S. military deployments worldwide,

that has intensified concerns about President Donald Trump’s commitment to
European members of NATO.

AP TR W ARkt A= aforal 1 Tien & 9 gIE R,
meﬁ@ﬁuwmﬂwﬁmaﬁwmwﬁ%l

o The Trump administration has said it is considering shifting more forces to focus
more on other challenges, such as China.

T YRR 3 BT ¢ 19 98 AU T QIS B o A, 9 i W aifire
m%ﬁamﬁ%ﬁqwﬁamﬁwﬁawmwél

e “The U.S. has a big presence in Europe, and within that presence, they are always
looking at how they can make best use of their resources,” Mr. Rutte said.

“3rRf¥eT B TRIT A 9t A= Hivlgt 7, iR 39 UM & iR, 3 gARI I8 T&d §
5 S FATYAY BT HalwH SUART Hd fpar o1 Ipar g, ot 3¢ A Fanl

¢ “Even with this adjustment, the U.S. force posture in Europe remains larger than
it has been for many years. There are still many more U.S. forces on the continent
than before 2022.”

= JHTAIS & JTa9e, TRIU H et aal @) IufRufa $5 aul o ga-r &
arﬁm;ﬂgé%l 2022 9 Uga @t ga A Herdiu wR ondt oft siftre smifvast Afve
Il!
e Mr. Trump has long accused NATO allies of not spending enough on defence —

but the military alliance sought to win over the U.S. leader by pledging to ramp
up expenditure at a summit this summer.

ot Trg Td I9T I ATe) AAifal W T WX g @d 9 B BT ARIY A @ |
— Qe A TSaYA A 39 TH P T AR gWad | O 9gM BT IIg1 PP
AN AdT B A BT DI BT
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Clearest black hole merger signal yet allows probe of Hawking’s law

foRraRee <o gid Heix Ry A gifh T & 9w &1 3regg= Syq 94911
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3. | Futuristic quantum computing stocks take speculators on roller-coaster ride

Yfaward SicH $HRET IR 2 TeIRTT B AeR-Hivex DI JaR! R U fear
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Visual: Name this galaxy in the constellation Serpens Caput that's
famed for being nearly symmetrical. It was identified in the mid-20th
century. NASA/ESA

Visual: Name this galaxy in the constellation Serpens Caput that's
famed for being nearly symmetrical. It was identified in the mid-20th
century. N
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Clearest black hole merger signal
yet allows probe of Hawking’s law

As the clearest gravitational signal ever detected, GW250114 allowed researchers to draw conclusions about fundamental physics; they analysed the

frequencies of gravitational waves emitted by the merger to present the most compelling evidence to date of the black-hole area theorem

Shreejaya Karantha

n September 14, 2015,

researchers using a pair of

giant detectors in the U.S.

detected gravitational waves
for the first time — a century after Albert
Einstein predicted their existence in his
general theory of relativity. For their
contributions to building these detectors,
called the Laser Interferometer
Gravitational-wave Observatories (LIGO),
Rainer Weiss, Kip Thorne, and Barry
Barish were awarded the Nobel Prize for
physics in 2017.

According to the general theory of
relativity, when any sufficiently massive
object accelerates through spacetime, it
will set off ripples of gravitational energy
through its fabric. These gravitational
waves can travel uninterrupted across
billions of lightyears at the speed of light.
The louder waves are produced by the
most fierce cosmic events, including
colliding neutron stars and black holes.

This year, as researchers worldwide
celebrated the 10th anniversary of the
first detection of gravitational waves, they
also announced another groundbreaking
discovery. A network of detectors — LIGO
in the U.S., Virgo in Italy, and KAGRA in
Japan - had detected a clearer
gravitational wave signal from a pair of
merging black holes. The event was
named GW250114 as it was detected on
January 14, 2025.

Notably, the researchers said this was
the clearest gravitational wave signal
detected to date, allowing them to use it
to test some of the more elusive
predictions of fundamental physics
theories.

Their results were published in
Physical Review Letters in September.

Black-hole hunter

The twin LIGO detectors first detected
GW250114. Each LIGO consists of two
4-km-long arms arranged in an L-shape.

" The arms have a vacuum. At the elbow, a

highly stable laser beam is split into two
beams and sent down the perpendicular
arms, bouncing back and forth between
mirrors about 300 times.

When no gravitational wave is passing
through the detector, the two beams
travel exactly the same distance and
cancel each other out when they
recombine at a photodetector at the
elbow. But when a gravitational wave is
passing through, it distorts spacetime
there in minute ways, slightly stretching
one arm while compressing the other,
changing the distance each beam travels
by a small fraction. This causes the laser
light waves to shift out of phase and
produce a measurable flicker of light at
the photodetector.

Virgo and KAGRA work on similar
principles. When a gravitational wave is
detected, the teams operating these three
detectors share their data and run joint
analyses.

“We look for signals in the data from
our detectors with several methods. Some
are model-agnostic and others are
model-independent,” study coauthor,
Virgo team member, and Gran Sasso
Science Institute doctoral student Jacopo
Tissino said.

Model-agnostic methods try to identify
excess energy that appears
simultaneously across all detectors,

UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY

without making any assumptions about
the nature of the signal. In contrast,
model-dependent methods search the
data specifically for signals that align with
theoretical expectations for black-hole
mergers.

The GW250114 signal, which came
from about 1.3 billion lightyears away, was
detected using both methods.

Cosmic bell
The team found that the new signal was
similar to the one detected in 2015.

“They are both pairs of nearly identical
black holes, with small or no spin, masses
just over 30-times that of the sun each,
and revolving around each other in an
orbit that’s close to a circle,” Mr. Tissino
said.

Thanks to advances that increased the
detectors’ sensitivity, the new signal was
also much clearer. According to Mr.
Tissino, these advances include lower
laser noise, cleaner mirror surfaces, and
lower measurement uncertainty.

As the clearest gravitational signal ever
detected, GW250114 allowed the
researchers to draw important
conclusions about fundamental physics.
Notably, they analysed the frequencies of
gravitational waves emitted by the merger
to present the most compelling
observational evidence to date of the
black-hole area theorem, which Stephen
Hawking proposed in 1971.

The theorem states that the total

Artwork of a pair of merging black holes with differing masses. The gravity of the black h

& i

o2

We look for signals in the data from
our detectors with several methods.
Some are model-agnostic and others
are model-independent

JACOPO TISSINO

GRAN SASSO SCIENCE INSTITUTE

surface area of black holes should never
decrease, referring to the sum of the areas
of the event horizons.

To this end, researchers independently
analysed the signals from the early stages
of the merger, when the black holes were
relatively far apart, and from a later
post-collision stage, when the merged
black holes were settling into a single
entity.

“With these two analyses, we could
extract the areas of the initial two black
holes and of the remnant left after the
collision, and directly compare them to
confirm that there was an increase as
predicted,” Mr. Tissino said.

Growing catalogue

After the merger, the researchers also
‘listened’ to the new black hole’s
vibrations and identified two distinct
modes of ringing. These frequencies
indicated that the resulting black hole
behaved like a rotating black hole. Such
black holes are expected to emit

oles bends and twists light around them. CARL KNOX, OZGRAV, SWINBURNE

gravitational waves at specific frequencies
and these waves are expected to fade at a
certain rate.

As aresult, the new study was also able
to empirically verify a solution that New
Zealander mathematician Roy Kerr had
proposed for rotating black holes in 1963.

Mr. Tissino said that for signals like
GW250114, the main sources of error are
well-understood and can be controlled.
Researchers carefully selected data from
different points of time before and after
the merger and tested different
assumptions, like whether the black
holes’ orbits were circular or eccentric. In
the process, they checked potential issues
in the detectors’ calibration and
confirmed they didn’t affect their
analyses.

The continuing detection of merging
black holes is helping astrophysicists
build a steadily growing catalogue that’s
helping them fine-tune their
understanding of black hole formation
and test more and more intricate
predictions.

As the authors wrote in their paper,
“The gravitational-wave signal GW250114
is a milestone in the decade-long history
of gravitational-wave science. ... The next
decade of gravitational-wave science is
bound to enhance our view of these
highly dynamical, relativistic systems.”

(Shreejaya Karantha is a freelance
science writer.
shreejayakaranth@gmail.com)
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Clearest black hole merger signal yet allows probe of Hawking’s law

foraRwe <0 gid Asiv Ry 3 gifb & fAuw

BT AT THT 91T

As the clearest gravitational signal ever detected,
GW250114 allowed researchers to draw conclusions
about fundamental physics.

3§ b YU ¢ Had WY T Rigd & w1,
GW250114 7 Nedhdiafl & gaya Wifae w ey
fepTer Bt SrgAfd <t
They analysed the frequencies of gravitational
waves emitted by the merger to present the most
compelling evidence to date of the b lack-hole area
theorem.

IEH AoR GRT IS ot aa &1 mgfray o1
fa=civor foan arfds Sid I o1 I8 AoTgd THI0T URdd
foar o 9 s gre T iRy &1

First Detection of Gravitational Waves

AR BT UgAT el

On September 14, 2015, researchers using a pair of giant detectors in the U.S. detected
gravitational waves for the first time — a century after Albert Einstein predicted their
existence in his general theory of relativity.

14 fadaR 2015 &1, MRS A fG=rTa fEeaex] o Siie! BT IUTN H- aret My 3
TFATHYYT TN BT UGl IR UdT TR — I8 39 TH 3T OId fede ATGEE T = Ul
ATo&ar & A= Rigia & 5@ yfawarft ot o
For their contributions to building these detectors, called the Laser Interferometer
Gravitational-wave Observatories (LIGO), Rainer Weiss, Kip Thorne, and Barry Barish
were awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics in 2017.

3 feeaer], fore AviR gevthiey Afexa-da ifsqdesdist (LIGO) gl ST §, & fafur
H 3% A & g, IgR 99, fpy of ofx 98t afvwr &1 2017 & Hifawt &1 A9

REPR fear T

According to the general theory of relativity, when any sufficiently massive object accelerates
through spacetime, it will set off ripples of gravitational energy through its fabric.

T FIOedT & Rigid & S8R, 59 Pig Ui fa=ne o TWHersd | 1 w8, O 98
YD dH-IH B SATBYUT Soll DI RA I B Gl 6|

These gravitational waves can travel uninterrupted across billions of lightyears at the speed
of light.

Y TFATH YT AR UHI D1 71 J 3R YHTRI-au! dab [0 b AT B Fdbell g |

The louder waves are produced by the most fierce cosmic events, including colliding neutron
stars and black holes.

T Al A G HOHR ST geeil I I gt 8, S eoh_id gU el RaR iR
P e M G|

This year, as researchers worldwide celebrated the 10th anniversary of the first detection of
gravitational waves, they also announced another groundbreaking discovery.

Y a9, T§ g1 WR & YHATST - TEATByUT a3l Bl ggelt Wil I 104t gHiis 7,
I8 U& 3R Hgaquf Wil 31 of o ot

A network of detectors — LIGO in the U.S., Virgo in Italy, and KAGRA in Japan — had
detected a clearer gravitational wave signal from a pair of merging black holes.
f&eaeRl & Udb Aead — M¥HT # LIGO, el H Virgo, 3R SITurH i KAGRA — A fiieid g¢
TP B B SIS! T U WY TEATHYOT a8 Hbvd DT Tl |

The event was named GW250114 as it was detected on January 14, 2025.

Y YT &1 11 GW250114 32T T Hifds 38 14 TG 2025 H1 U1 747 1|
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Notably, the researchers said this was the clearest gravitational wave signal detected to date,
allowing them to use it to test some of the more elusive predictions of fundamental physics
theories.

o=y =U 9, Mudpdisell 7 He1 {6 I8 3E a6 &1 o W TE@THUT a7 Habd T, o 35
sﬁﬁ%gﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁaﬁwwﬁﬁuﬁmﬁﬁwuﬂwﬁ%ﬁﬂwmﬁ
A €

Their results were published in Physical Review Letters in September.

3% URUMH Physical Review Letters ® RidaR T U&1Rid gul

Black-hole hunter

i g}

The twin LIGO detectors first detected GW250114.

JSai LIGO f&daet = 9ad uga GW250114 &1 Udl TR

Each LIGO consists of two 4-km-long arms arranged in an L-shape.

T LIGO 1 2 4.l 4 8T €13 8 off L-aTapTe 2 sater 81 81

The arms have a vacuum. At the elbow, a highly stable laser beam is split into two beams
and sent down the perpendicular arms, bouncing back and forth between mirrors about 300
times.

TR H 9T BT 8 | Ple- |, Th 3fd fRR AWR o418 & & a| § fauiora fovam omar g sik
daad g o UST 1T 8, S gl & S @I 300 IR AT g |

When no gravitational wave is passing through the detector, the two beams travel exactly the
same distance and cancel each other out when they recombine at a photodetector at the
elbow.

T IS ToaHY a7 fEeaex § T ToR 1 8l 8, al & 3 e 9AM g a0 &3d §
3R Pt R Welfeeaer # iR ¥ fdd THg Ue-g¥R &I g HR ad ¢ |

But when a gravitational wave is passing through, it distorts spacetime there in minute ways,
slightly stretching one arm while compressing the other, changing the distance each beam
travels by a small fraction.

o OTd PIs TSATHY T T[OR e GIcil 8, ol I¢ 5T THETgH B Y& Rid! 9 fapd
3t 8, TP BT P! goobT Wiad §U SR GIR & Ypfad HRd gY, o udss i1 &t am &t gt o
TS BIeT 3R 3T 7|

This causes the laser light waves to shift out of phase and produce a measurable flicker of
light at the photodetector.

Y AR AT3C Aod BT RU[ 96 ST § 3R BIeSeqR |R AT I o1 Fafiaee
3T It gl

Virgo and KAGRA work on similar principles.

Virgo 3fR KAGRA T figidl R &

When a gravitational wave is detected, the teams operating these three detectors share their
data and run joint analyses.

SIS IS T[T T BT Ul =il 8, dl 51 <fi- f$eae 1 wfenferd o areht & aror Ser
TSN FHcll ¢ SR T fa=eoor gard €|

“We look for signals in the data from our detectors with several methods. Some are model-
agnostic and others are model-independent,” study coauthor, Virgo team member, and
Gran Sasso Science Institute doctoral student Jacopo Tissino said.

g 3 fEaet & ST N Tohd WieH & forg w3 Al &1 Iuaht vd § | $© isa-
RS & 3R $© Alsa-§¥UST B, 31400 & Fe-oRaeh, Virgo CHH o TG SR T HIRA!
m%m?ﬂﬁhcopo Tissino ele

Model-agnostic methods try to identify excess energy that appears simultaneously across
all detectors, without making any assumpt|ons about the nature of the signal.
nisa-gies RftaT T feaes e w1y Rars 23 arel sifdfae St @1 Uga & @1
TR et ©, foHT Tobd &1 Uhfa & IR B HIg A T |

In contrast, model-dependent methods search the data specifically for signals that align with
theoretical expectations for black-hole mergers.
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The GW250114 signal, which came from about 1.3 billion lightyears away, was detected
using both methods.

GW250114 I, ST TRTHT 1.3 3RT YHTRI-TY g I ITAT AT, DI 1 [AfIl BT ITIANT Frcp
T A T

Cosmic bell

PHITD 9

The team found that the new signal was similar to the one detected in 2015.

39 A urn & =731 Yobd 2015 | U 7T Hobd & S AT
“They are both pairs of nearly identical black holes, with small or no spin, masses just over
30-times that of the sun each, and revolving around each other in an orbit that’s close to a
circle,” Mr. Tissino said.

"3 S TTHT THH AP gIed B! Sis! &, e R Sier a1 761 8, Ud® &l GaiH i & 30
AT U1ST 31 B, 3R 3 UH G¥R & IR 3R THT JAIBR HeT H g R 8," 4t Tissino A
Dl
Thanks to advances that increased the detectors’ sensitivity, the new signal was also much
clearer.
f$CHeRl Bl Hdg=iierdr dgm arcll Wi & HRUT, 741 Hobd +ff 9gd Wy Tl
According to Mr. Tissino, these advances include lower laser noise, cleaner mirror
surfaces, and lower measurement uncertainty.

ot Tissino & AR, 3 WAl § &1 ASR MR, Wt GUUT Felg, 3R FHH AT iff3aar
e &

As the clearest gravitational signal ever detected, GW250114 allowed the researchers to
draw important conclusions about fundamental physics.

3 % P TG WY TEATHYUT Hbd g1 & HRUT, GW250114 = Tnedhdisit &I Aifcrs
ifdest & IR & Hgayuf sy Reran o) srufa

Notably, they analysed the frequencies of gravitational waves emitted by the merger to
present the most compelling observational evidence to date of the black-hole area theorem,
which Stephen Hawking proposed in 1971.

foRy ¥ ¥, I Tolk GRT IAToId TEearpyor a¥il &t sqfoal o1 faeor far difes sra
I & Ty AoTgd Y&l TAT0 IR fohT T 9, sip-gia TaT aiR™ &1, S Stephen
Hawking = 1971 T U=diiad foar 1|

The theorem states that the total surface area of black holes should never decrease,
referring to the sum of the areas of the event horizons.

Tg T HEdl § [ s gIed &1 $d Uda! & B &1 g1 g1 I1ey, S 3de sRISw~ &
&=l & M B Heftld Ha |

To this end, researchers independently analysed the signals from the early stages of the
merger, when the black holes were relatively far apart, and from a later post-collision stage,
when the merged black holes were settling into a single entity.

g% fog, AMydaret A Wdd TU J AoiR & YRS TR0 I Ydhrd BT fARAwu fosar, od s
mﬁg 2, 3R 91 & URe-BITereT 9R0T ¥, 5d JYad sAP BIed U &1 318 A
|

“With these two analyses, we could extract the areas of the initial two black holes and of the
remnant left after the collision, and directly compare them to confirm that there was an
increase as predicted,” Mr. Tissino said.

"= ST fIRwon & 1Y, 31 URMNS Gl AP §Ied 3R TIHR P §Ic 99 (AR P &3l B
ﬁma%ﬁ mma,;ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁwwqﬁmma%ﬁﬁwﬁwﬁnﬁzﬂ,m EE]
" Yl Tissino - el

Growing catalogue
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After the merger, the researchers also ‘listened’ to the new black hole’s vibrations and
identified two distinct modes of ringing.

n%fz%ﬁgrcz, MYFHArst 7 U A gre &) BT HI W AT 3R &l ra-sra R ors ot
UgaH @i

These frequencies indicated that the resulting black hole behaved like a rotating black hole.

3 3gfat 3 o o fs afkom sde et ue gui-Rita s g1 &1 (R IIBR I @]
T

Such black holes are expected to emit gravitational waves at specific frequencies and
these waves are expected to fade at a certain rate.

T A gied ° S{Ue & ot 5 o d falry Safrdl R TEa@reyur aidl Ifold Heit 3R 3
T T M R R Bl U8 S|

As a result, the new study was also able to empirically verify a solution that New Zealander
mathematician Roy Kerr had proposed for rotating black holes in 1963.

URUMREET, T 3 3 U Sids & AT Roy Kerr gRT1963 T guf-iil sdtw gied &
fore vrafad TaTe™ o1t Sryas= =9 & Janfud faar|

Mr. Tissino said that for signals like GW250114, the main sources of error are well-
understood and can be controlled.

ot Tissino A F8T fb GW250114 I Tdhal & forg, T Ffe & T 3t e @ T U § 3R
fifd fpu o w@d &
Researchers carefully selected data from different points of time before and after the merger

and tested different assumptions, like whether the black holes’ orbits were circular or
eccentric.

Mymarat 3 Tok T Uga 3R a8 & faftrs go figsit & Ser araurigds g1 ok faftra
YRS T TR&0r i, S fos 1 s gied ot Pedd gareiR off a1 fadbfaa

In the process, they checked potential issues in the detectors’ calibration and confirmed they
didn’t affect their analyses.

=g ufgrar H, 351 fedaext & Him= H Fuifad Juwnsht &t oifg &1 3R gy &t i I
ITob fazaiwull &1 guifad =g faa

The continuing detection of merging black holes is helping astrophysicists build a steadily
growing catalogue that’s helping them fine-tune their understanding of black hole formation
and test more intricate predictions.

fAred U s e P1 FARR Ual a1 Teilet 4ifaesfac) &1 Ueh TR gl g el a9 o
e HR TET 6, Ol 36 AP il (AT Bt JHY BT URSHd R SR 31fd Sfea Higsaarfort
T UI&0T R B GG IR 6! o

As the authors wrote in their paper, “The gravitational-wave signal GW250114 is a
milestone in the decade-long history of gravitational-wave science. ... The next decade of
gravitational-wave science is bound to enhance our view of these highly dynamical,
relativistic systems.”

ST o gl A S0 TR H fora, "[Fard yul-aiiT Tddbd GW250114 TSQTHYUI-aRAT g
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But instead of forming protons or neutrons QuiZ

in the star, their high-ehergy environs cause
them to be “deconfined?” The star’s density Binomial Nomenclature

is expected to be between that of a neutron

star and a black hole. Basic Information / J& SIT-®1RY
Answers to November 4 'quiz:

1. Standardised naming s',rs"j:em in biology -
Ans: Binomial nomenclatuyre

* Definition: Binomial nomenclature is a formal system of
naming species of living organisms by giving each a
two-part Latinised name: the first part is the genus, and

2. Physical .specimen designated as the the second is the specific epithet (species).
name-bearing reference - Ans: Holotype « Origin: This system was introduced by the Swedish
3. Evolutionary tree branch denoting all botanist Carl Linnaeus (also known as Carolus Linnaeus)
descendants from that ancestor — Ans: in the 18th century, particularly with his work Species
Plantarum (1753) for plants.

Clade ) . . .

) ) . * Purpose: The main purpose is to provide a
4. When distant lineages independent standardised, universal, and unambiguous name for
acquire similar traits - Ans: Convergent each species, so that scientists across different
evolution languages and regions can refer to the same organism

5. Method to identify species by sequencing by the same name.
a standard DNA stretch - Ans: Barcoding -
Visual: Alfred Russel Wallace Important Concepts / BT SAURUMY
First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Tamal
Biswas | Anmol Agrawal | Mahima Sajani
Jacob | Joe V.R.

example, Homo in Homo sapiens.

» The second part is the specific epithet (species name) which identifies the species within that

genus. Example: sapiens in Homo sapiens.
* Together: Genus specific-epithet — full scientific name.

Rules / foaw

Genus and Species (3T 3% yeiTf)

* The first part of the scientific name is the genus. For

Some of the key rules followed intemationally:

* Names are usually Latin or Latinised (irrespective of origin).

» The genus name begins with a capital letter, the species name with a small letter. Example: Felis
catus.

* When printed, the entire scientific name is italicised; when handwritten, underlined.

» The two parts must be used together; the species name alone is not sufficient.

* In many contexts, the author (who first described the species) and year of description may follow
the name.

Importance (Hgd)

* Eliminates confusion caused by common/local names. For example, the “robin” in Europe and
“robin” in America are different birds.

* Provides universal communication in scientific research.

* Helps in classification and identification of organisms accurately.

* Facilitates scientific documentation and biodiversity studies

Examples / 3qIgX 0T

* Homo sapiens — Humans

* Felis catus — Domestic cat

* Panthera tigris — Tiger

» Solanum lycopersicum — Tomato

Page46

Holotype
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Basic Information / Hﬁm

* A holotype is the single physical specimen that an author designates in the original description of
a new species (or lower-taxon) as the name-bearing reference specimen.

* It acts as the definitive standard for that species’ name: all future identifications and research refer
back to it for clarity.

» The term combines holo- (whole) + type, emphasising its status as the whole reference for that
taxon.

* According to the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN) Code: if the author
in the original publication states that one specimen is “the holotype,” then that specimen is fixed as
the holotype.

Important Concepts / &1 GIH‘EI'ITUI'I'E
Designation & Authenticity

» The holotype must ideally be explicitly designated by the author in the original publication (or
clearly implied when only one specimen was used).

* It must be accessible to other researchers for study — typically housed in a museum, herbarium,
or recognized research institution.

* A holotype does not have to be a “perfect” or “typical” specimen of the species; it may later turn out
to be unusual, but naming remains anchored to it.

Role in Taxonomy & Nomenclature

* The holotype is the name-bearing specimen — the scientific name of the species is permanently
linked to that specimen.

« If the holotype is lost, destroyed, or was never designated, other types such as lectotype or neotype
may be designated to replace or substitute.

» Proper documentation is required: locality data, collector, date, and institution housing the holotype
are important for future reference.

Examples to lllustrate

* A preserved butterfly specimen with a red “TYPE” label affixed is used as the holotype for a
subspecies.

* A fossil leg bone housed at a museum (for example of a dinosaur species) can serve as the
holotype when only that fragment was used to describe the species.

Historical Background | efergTie t[g'l-jﬁl

 As taxonomy formalised in the 18th-19th centuries, when scientists began describing and naming
new species, the need for reference specimens became clear.

» Over time, codes of nomenclature (botanical, zoological) codified the concept of “type specimens,”
with the holotype being the primary type.

» Today the holotype remains foundational to systematics, taxonomy, and biodiversity documentation.

Recent Updates / TaHaH STHSRI

* Many older species descriptions (especially from the 18th-19th century) did not explicitly designate a
holotype; in such cases later researchers may designate a lectotype or neotype.

« Digitisation of type-specimens (holotypes) in online museum/herbarium collections is increasing,
improving accessibility for taxonomists globally.

» With molecular (DNA) techniques becoming more prevalent, holotype specimens are increasingly
being subject to genetic study to verify species definitions and relationships.

* Preservation of holotypes has become a key issue: damage, loss, mis-labelling or inadequate
metadata for holotypes can undermine taxonomic stability.
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Why the Holotype Matters / 0\ U8 ﬂ's'ﬁ"{uf%

» Without a holotype, the name of a species lacks a concrete, stable reference point — leading to
confusion or misapplication of names.

« It ensures that all scientists are literally referring to the same specimen when discussing a given
species name, which is critical in taxonomy, biodiversity research, and conservation.

» The holotype underpins legal and conservation documentation (e.g., list of endangered species)
because the species is tied to that name-bearing specimen.

Clade

Basic Information / 'Fj\?l\_rlﬂm

* A clade is a group of organisms in an evolutionary tree that includes a common ancestor and all of
its descendants.

+ Clades are the fundamental units of phylogenetics, which is the study of evolutionary relationships
among species.

» The term comes from the Greek word klados, meaning branch, reflecting that a clade represents a
branch in the tree of life.

* Clades are sometimes called monophyletic groups, meaning they contain an ancestor and all
descendants, but no unrelated species.

Important Concepts /| 3T GIH‘PJRU]TE

Structure of a Clade

* A clade starts with a single ancestral node on a phylogenetic tree.
« All branches that extend from this node represent the descendant species.
* Clades can vary in size, from a small genus-level group to a large kingdom-level group.

Monophyly, Paraphyly, and Polyphyly

* Monophyletic (Clade): Contains a common ancestor and all its descendants. Example: Mammals
form a clade.

* Paraphyletic: Contains a common ancestor but not all descendants. Example: Reptiles excluding
birds.

* Polyphyletic: Includes species with different ancestors, not forming a true clade. Example: Flying
vertebrates like bats and birds.

Importance in Evolutionary Biology

« Clades help scientists understand evolutionary relationships and lineage diversification.

* They assist in classification that reflects evolutionary history rather than just physical similarity.

* Modemn molecular techniques (DNA/RNA sequencing) are frequently used to define clades more
accurately.

Examples / 3algX 0T

* Primates Clade: Includes humans, monkeys, and apes from a common ancestor.

* Felidae Clade: Includes all cat species from a single ancestor.

* Vertebrates Clade: Includes all animals with backbones, tracing back to a single vertebrate
ancestor

Historical Background / BfagTiise t[g"'!ﬁf

» The concept of a clade was formalized in 1957 by Willi Hennig, the founder of phylogenetic
systematics (cladistics).
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* Hennig introduced cladograms, diagrams that visually represent clades and their evolutionary
relationships.

« Cladistics revolutionized taxonomy by focusing on ancestry and descent rather than just
morphology.

Recent Updates / TaFaH STHSRI

» Advances in genomics allow scientists to resolve clades at a molecular level, clarifying
relationships that were previously uncertain.

* Digital phylogenetic databases now store millions of species and their clade relationships for
research worldwide.

* Clade analysis is crucial for conservation biology, helping identify evolutionarily distinct lineages
for protection.

+ Clades are increasingly used in teaching evolutionary biology to illustrate the tree of life and
descent pattems.

Why Clades Matter / ) 98 He@qUl &

* Provide a clear picture of evolutionary history and relationships.

* Allow scientists to predict characteristics shared by all members of a clade.

* Aid in classification and taxonomy that reflects true evolutionary lineage.

* Important for biodiversity studies and conservation, identifying unique evolutionary lineages.

Convergent Evolution

Basic Information / Hﬁm

« Definition: Convergent evolution occurs when distantly related lineages independently evolve
similar traits or features due to adaptation to similar environments or ecological niches.

* It demonstrates that natural selection can produce similar solutions in different evolutionary
contexts.

» Unlike shared ancestry (homology), convergent evolution results in analogous traits — traits that
appear similar but do not derive from a common ancestor.

Important Concepts / 31 Gﬁ'iI'R'UTIﬁ

Mechanism

* Driven by similar environmental pressures, ecological functions, or selective challenges.

» Occurs over long periods in unrelated or distantly related species.

* Produces analogous structures — organs or features with similar function but independent
evolutionary origins.

Analogous vs Homologous Traits

* Analogous traits: Result of convergent evolution. Example: wings of bats and insects, both used
for flying but evolved independently.

* Homologous traits: Shared due to common ancestry. Example: forelimbs of humans and bats
have similar bone structures due to ancestry, but flight ability is convergent in bats and birds.

Examples / 3qIgXU0T

* Wings for flight: Bats (mammals) and birds (aves) independently evolved wings.
» Streamlined body shape: Dolphins (mammals) and sharks (fish) evolved similar fusiform bodies
for efficient swimming.

Page49

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticl AS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

« Cacti and Euphorbia: Both evolved succulent stems and spines in arid regions, but belong to
different plant families.
» Eyes of octopus and vertebrates: Complex camera-like eyes evolved independently.

Historical Background IQﬁIBTﬁﬁ? qg‘l;lﬁl

» The concept of convergent evolution was recognized in the 19th century, especially in studies of
comparative anatomy.

* Charles Darwin discussed examples of convergent evolution in On the Origin of Species (1859) as
evidence of adaptation.

» Modem evolutionary biology uses phylogenetics to identify convergent traits and distinguish them
from homologous traits.

Recent Updates / TaI-IdH SITHHIRY

» Molecular and genetic studies help distinguish true convergent evolution from traits inherited from
distant common ancestors.

» Genome sequencing has revealed cases of convergent molecular evolution, such as
echolocation genes in bats and dolphins.

» Convergent evolution is now widely studied in evolutionary developmental biology (Evo-Devo) to
understand how similar traits arise from different developmental pathways.

* Important in biomimetics, inspiring engineering and technology designs based on convergent
adaptations in nature.

Why Convergent Evolution Matters /ﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁ'ﬁt{?’f%

* Helps scientists understand adaptive evolution across unrelated lineages.

* lllustrates the power of natural selection in shaping similar solutions independently.

* Aids in identifying analogous traits to avoid misinterpreting evolutionary relationships.

* Provides insight into functional constraints and ecological pressures influencing evolution.

DNA Barcoding

Basic Information / 'FEI\_:lFﬁ?m

« Definition: DNA barcoding is a method to identify species by sequencing a short, standardized
region of DNA from an organism.

» This method allows for rapid and accurate species identification, even from fragments, eggs, or
juvenile forms that are difficult to identify morphologically.

» The technique relies on comparing the DNA sequence of the sample with a reference library of
sequences

Important Concepts /| 3BT GIH‘PJRU]TE

Standard DNA Region

» For animals, a ~648 base pair fragment of the mitochondrial cytochrome c oxidase | (COIl) gene
is commonly used.

* For plants, regions such as rbcL and matK genes are typically sequenced.

» The chosen region must be highly conserved within species but variable between species.

Procedure

» Sample collection: Tissue, leaf, feather, or small part of organism.

* DNA extraction: Using standard molecular biology methods.

* PCR ampilification: Targeted DNA region is amplified.

» Sequencing: The amplified DNA is sequenced to obtain its barcode.
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» Comparison: Sequence is compared to a reference database (e.g., BOLD — Barcode of Life Data
System) to identify species.

Examples / 3algX 0T

* Fish identification: DNA barcoding is used to detect mislabeling in seafood markets.

* Insects and butterflies: Identifying cryptic species that are morphologically similar.

» Conservation biology: Detecting endangered species from environmental DNA (eDNA) samples
in water or soil.

* Microbial identification: Barcoding of fungi and bacteria for taxonomy.

Historical Background /Qﬁgﬁm 1]'8";[&[

» The concept of DNA barcoding was proposed by Paul Hebert in 2003 at the University of Guelph,
Canada.

* It builds on the foundation of molecular systematics, which uses DNA sequences to infer
evolutionary relationships.

* Inspired by the work of Alfred Russel Wallace, who emphasized documenting species diversity
globally, barcoding modemizes species identification using molecular tools.

Recent Updates / Td9aH SITHHRT

* DNA barcoding is increasingly integrated with Next-Generation Sequencing (NGS) for bulk
identification of multiple species simultaneously.

* Used in wildlife forensics to detect illegal trade in endangered species.

» Environmental DNA barcoding (eDNA) allows monitoring of biodiversity without physically capturing
organisms.

* National and international databases such as BOLD and GenBank continue to expand, providing
reference sequences for millions of species worldwide.

Why DNA Barcoding Matters / aaﬁu's' H?E‘Q:Uf%

* Provides accurate and rapid identification of species, including cryptic and juvenile forms.
» Supports biodiversity monitoring and conservation.

» Helps prevent food fraud and wildlife trafficking by confirming species identity.

» Enables global standardization in species identification and documentation.
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Futuristic quantum computing stocks
take speculators on roller-coaster ride

Quantum computers could dwarf current processors’ capabilities; medical research, cryptography could be revolutionised; investors excited but

uncertain, stocks highly volatile; buzz around these companies has seen their shares soar by 100% or more this year alone

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters

nvestors in pure-play
l quantum computing
stocks are grappling to
value these futuristic com-
panies, making prices
highly volatile for the latest
hot trend on Wall Street.
Rigetti, IonQ, D-Wave
Quantumand  Quantum
Computing Inc. are racing
to turn quantum theory in-
to machines that could
crack problems beyond
the scope of today’s com-
puters, possibly assisted by
artificial intelligence.
This could revolutionise
a wide range of fields from
cryptography to drug dis-
covery. Buzz around these
companies has seen their
shares soar by 100% or
more this year alone.

Fiction, reality

“All of a sudden, it feels like
science fiction has moved
into the world of real
technological possibility,”
said Sylvia Jablonski, chief
investment officer of De-
fiance ETFs, whooversees
the Defiance Quantum
fund. Steve Sosnick, chief
markets strategist at Inte-
ractive Brokers, ques-
tioned whether investors
are getting carried away by
the technological excite-
ment.”"What is the right
price to pay for a piece of
the future?” said Sosnick,
who has watched the share
price of Rigetti Computing-

soar from $1.06 a sharetoa
recent high of $58. As of
late October, it was the
fourth most actively traded
stock among his firm’s
clients, with customers
trading more Rigetti shares
than those of Apple or
Amazon.

Rigetti shares now hover
at around $38, more than
1,000 times the firm’s
sales. In comparison,
shares of Al chipmaker
Nvidia trade at about 50
times sales.

While Rigetti’s stock has
soared, its operations re-
main unprofitable, its fi-
nancial statements show,
although a chang ein the
value of securities it owned
produced a bottom line
profit in the first quarter of

Last month, JP Morgan
Chase announced its
plans to invest up to

$10 billion in
strategically important
sectors such as quantum
computing

2025. Christopher Poch,
CEO of Promethium Advi-
sors, who manages portfo-
lios for ultra-wealthy
clients and families, com-
pared how investors were
valuing such stocks to be-
ing “a magic act.””How
else can you explain a com-
pany that has a $13 billion
market capitalisation but

0 T B
New craze: Google Quantum Al's Neven (L) and Megrant (R) examine a cryostat refrigerator for cooling quantum computing chips. REUTERS

only $22 million in forecast
revenues?” LSEG earnings
consensus forecasts antici-
pate that Rigetti will earn
$21.9 million in 2026.

While a clutch of stocks
are involved in quantum
computing,including IBM
and technology giant Al-
phabet, traders have
latched on to four names
that have collectively been
dubbed the “Quantum 4”,
said Art Hogan, chief mar-
ket strategist at B. Riley
Wealth.

Spokespeople for Riget-
ti, IonQ and Quantum
Computing did not return
calls seeking comment on
their valuations. A spokes-
person for D-Wave de-
clined any comment on
the company’s roller-coas-

ter stock or its outlook.

Some analysts that cov-
er the stocks still recom-
mend them despite the val-
uation. David Williams, an
analyst at Benchmark
Equity Research, rates Ri-
getti as a “buy” and last
month boosted his target
on the stock to $50 a share
from $20.

Nevertheless, he told
Reuters, “the valuation on
quantum names is more of
an art than science.”

On Monday, B. Riley
analyst Craig Ellis cut his
rating on Rigetti to “Neu-
tral”, citing its “premium
valuation” and concerns
that the U.S. government
shutdowns could create re-
venue headwinds. Still, El-
lis boosted his price target

on the stock to$42 a share
from $35. On Tuesday, the
stock traded at $36.43 a
share, down nearly 7%.

Banks and corporate
America have shown inter-
est in the trend. Last
month, JPMorgan Chase
announced plans to invest
up to $10 billion in strategi-
cally important sectors su-
chas quantum computing.
In September, IBM and
HSBC announced that they
had used quantum-based
technologies to develop a
new algorithmic bond trad-
ing platform. Both ignited a
fresh round of fervor, as
did reports last week that
the U.S. government may
also inject new funding in-
to quantum computing in
exchange for equity stakes.

A US. Department of
Commerce official told
Reuters in an email that it is
“not currently negotiating”
such arrangements.

Still, while the quantum
computing stocks have
posted jaw-dropping gains
and a McKinsey report pro-
jects the total value of the
market could top $100 bil-
lion, the technology has ta-
ken only baby steps for-
ward and even technology
investing experts remain
cautious. “It’s the holy grail
of computing; the use case
is undeniable, and unde-
niably awesome,” said Rick
Bradt, a portfolio manager
at Neuberger Berman who
invests in disruptive tech-
nologies. “But there’s still a
lot of uncertainty about the
timing.”

Futuristic quantum computing stocks take speculators on roller-coaster ride

HfqwraTdt sieH o

IR A IR ) AeR-PRET $1 HaRT R A fear

e Quantum computers could dwarf current processors’ capabilities; medical
research and cryptography could be revolutionised; investors excited but
uncertain; stocks highly volatile; buzz around these companies has seen their
shares soar by 100% or more this year alone.

WEER] & &Aarsii @1 7Td ¢ 9ad §; Rifren sy sk

HicH
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3 a% a1 fear 81

e Investors in pure-play quantum computing stocks are grappling to value these
futuristic companies, making prices highly volatile for the latest hot trend on Wall
Street.
Ficq T JARI § (a1 59 Hfasgard! Huf-ril o1 gedics=T H3 & forg wad
PR T2 ¢, o afe Wie W I8 a1 gic 38 Srafue® ifRR g1 T ]|

¢ Rigetti, lonQ, D-Wave Quantum, and Quantum Computing Inc. are racing to turn
quantum theory into machines that could crack problems beyond the scope of
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today’s computers, possibly assisted by artificial intelligence.
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This could revolutionise fields from cryptography to drug discovery. Buzz around
these companies has seen their shares soar by 100% or more this year alone.
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“All of a sudden, it feels like science fiction has moved into the world of real
technological possibility,” said Sylvia Jablonski, chief investment officer of
Defiance ETFs, who oversees the Defiance Quantum fund.

“3Td U1 AT § S fAgT &1 aRafd® de-ta! SUTaT it gf~ar & yaw o
TS B, U1 Fel fEwra $8us =t = s} fafeaar Ssaiwt 3, 5t
fEwrg HicH Bs ! gTRT m%@

Steve Sosnick, chief markets strategist at Interactive Brokers, questioned
whether investors are getting carried away by the technological excitement.

$eXUided Aied & BT ITOR WHIAPR Wid TI-w A Fard S/ i &1
Rz ae-iet S A 98 @ ¢

“What is the right price to pay for a piece of the future?” said Sosnick, who has
watched the share price of Rigetti Computing soar from $1.06 to a recent high of
$58.

“ufys & T R & foe T Had «an g+ =nfde? o aiafe 3 oe, el
A hogfear & TR Yed P $1.06 | TgHR 8T A $58 T WITd 3T |

As of late October, it was the fourth most actively traded stock among his firm’s
clients, with customers trading more Rigetti shares than those of Apple or
Amazon.
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Rigetti shares now hover at around $38, more than 1,000 times the firm’s sales.
In comparison, Al chipmaker Nvidia trades at about 50 times sales.
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While Rigetti’s stock has soared, its operations remain unprofitable, its financial
statements show.
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A change in the value of securities it owned produced a bottom-line profit in the
first quarter of 2025.

URT Hivlg ufayfor & gea & uftad= 7 2025 5t ugelt faumdt o g @y
S T |

Christopher Poch, CEO of Promethium Advisors, compared how investors were
valuing such stocks to being “a magic act.”
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“How else can you explain a company that has a $13 billion market capitalisation
but only $22 million in forecast revenues?”

HY AT WY 3 T Ho-t ot aTeiR goit $13 faferam 8 dfer gt
ST 3T Faa $22 fAfer= 82
LSEG earnings forecasts anticipate that Rigetti will earn $21.9 million in 2026.
Pt AT qEigaE & AR, gt 2026 ¥ $21.9 fAfer= wamgmi

A clutch of stocks are involved in quantum computing, including IBM and Alphabet,
but traders have dubbed four firms the “Quantum 4.”
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e Spokespeople for Rigetti, lonQ, and Quantum Computing did not return calls
seeking comment D-Wave declined to comment.
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¢ Some analysts still recommend the stocks despite high valuation.
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o David Williams, an analyst at Benchmark Equity Research, rates Rigetti as a
“buy” and boosted his target to $50 a share from $20 last month.
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e He told Reuters, “the valuation on quantum names is more of an art than
science.”
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« On Monday, B. Riley analyst Craig Ellis cut his rating on Rigetti to “Neutral,” citing
its premium valuation and revenue concerns.
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e Still, Ellis boosted his price target to $42 a share from $35. On Tuesday, the stock
traded at $36.43, down nearly 7%.
R off, Tfera 7 31U Wew W& B $35 T TETH $42 Ul AR HR 37| HaR 3,
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o Banks and corporate America have shown interest in the trend.
d% 3R Prare ARSI 4 39 ughi & 3 IGET &

e Last month, JPMorgan Chase announced plans to invest up to $10 billion in
strategically important sectors such as quantum computing.
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¢ In September, IBM and HSBC announced that they had used quantum-based
technologies to develop a new algorithmic bond trading platform.
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SUANT TR TP 4T TRINGIHD aI+s ST Wew i G fHar g

o Reports last week suggested the U.S. government may inject new funding into
quantum computing in exchange for equity stakes.

Ued g Rulel # gl T & SmfYet WReR TicH $ufen | A5 Bien Fawra
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¢ A U.S. Department of Commerce official told Reuters it is “not currently

negotiating suc%:;_?%;g%;ents S = S B ﬁﬁ'\ﬂﬁﬂﬂ
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o While quantum computing stocks have posted jaw-dropping gains, and a
McKinsey report projects the market could top $100 billion, the technology is
still in early stages and experts remain cautious.
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o “It's the holy grail of computing; the use case is undeniable and awesome, but there’s still
a lot of uncertainty about the timing,” said Rick Bradt, portfolio manager at Neuberger

B rman.
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| 06/11/2025

In Brazil,
EGS Il Environment |

oday, in the Brazilian Amazon, the
Belém Summit opens ahead of the
30th United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP30). World leaders
convened here in the days leading up to the COP
so that we can all commit to acting with the
urgency that the climate crisis demands.

If we fail to move beyond speeches into real
action, our societies will lose faith not only in the
COPs but also in multilateralism and international
politics more broadly. That is why [ have
summoned leaders to the Amazon: to make this
the COP of Truth; the moment we demonstrate
the seriousness of our shared commitment to the
planet.

Humanity has shown its ability to overcome
great challenges when it acts together and guided
by science. We protected the ozone layer. The
global response to the COVID-19 pandemic
proved that the world can act decisively when
there is courage and political will.

Back to Brazil

Brazil hosted the Earth Summit in 1992. We
approved the Conventions on Climate Change,
Biological Diversity and Combating
Desertification, and adopted principles that
defined a new paradigm for preserving our planet
and our humanity. Over the past 33 years, these
gatherings have produced important agreements
and targets for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions — from ending deforestation by 2030 to
tripling renewable energy use.

More than three decades later, the world has
returned to Brazil to confront climate change. It is
no coincidence that COP30 takes place in the
heart of the Amazon rainforest. This is an
opportunity for politicians, diplomats, scientists,
activists and journalists to witness the reality of
the Amazon.

We want the world to see the true state of the
forests, the planet’s largest river basin, and the
millions of people who live in the region. COPs
cannot be mere showcases of good ideas or

COP30 and the moment of truth

y
i
Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva

is the President
of Brazil

The setting of
the Belém
Summit — in
the Amazon —
will help lead
the way in
effective action
to tackle
climate change

annual gatherings for negotiators. They must be
moments of contact with reality and of effective
action to tackle climate change.

To confront this crisis together, we need
resources. And we must recognise that the
principle of commeon but differentiated
responsibilities remains the non-negotiable
foundation of any climate pact.

That is why the Global South demands greater
access to resources — not out of charity, but
justice. Rich countries have benefited the most
from the carbon-based economy. They must now
rise to their responsibilities, not only by making
commitments but also by honouring their debts.

Brazil is doing its part. In just two years, we
have already halved deforestation in the Amazon,
showing that concrete climate action is possible.

A move to preserve forests, other measures
In Belém, we will launch an innovative initiative
to preserve forests: the Tropical Forests Forever
Facility (TFFF). It is innovative because it
operates as an investment fund, not a donation
mechanism.

The TFFF will reward those who keep their
forests standing and those who invest in the fund;
a genuine win-win approach to tackling climate
change. Leading by example, Brazil has
announced a $1 billion investment in the TFFF,
and we expect equally ambitious announcements
from other countries.

We also set an example by becoming the
second country to present a new Nationally
Determined Contribution (NDC). Brazil has
committed to reducing its emissions by 59% to
67%, covering all greenhouse gases and all sectors
of the economy.

In this spirit, we call on all countries to present
equally ambitious NDCs and to implement them
effectively.

The energy transition is fundamental to
meeting Brazil’s NDC. Our energy matrix is
among the cleanest in the world, with 88% of our
electricity coming from renewable sources. We

In Brazil, COP30 and the moment of truth

lead in biofuels and are advancing in wind, solar
and green hydrogen energy.

Redirecting revenues from oil production to
finance a just, orderly and equitable energy
transition will be essential. Over time, oil
companies worldwide, including Brazil's
Petrobras, will transform into energy companies,
because a growth model based on fossil fuels
cannot last.

People must be at the centre of political
decisions about climate and the energy
transition. We must recognise that the most
vulnerable sectors of our society are the most
affected by the impacts of climate change, which
is why just transition and adaptation plans must
aim to combat inequality.

We cannot forget that two billion people lack
access to clean technologies and fuels for
cooking, and 673 million still live with hunger. In
response, we will launch in Belém, a ‘Declaration
on Hunger, Poverty and Climate’. Qur
commitment to fight global warming must be
directly linked to the fight against hunger.

The need for a climate change council

It is also fundamental that we advance the reform
of global governance. Today, multilateralism
suffers from the paralysis of the United Nations
Security Council. Created to preserve peace, it
has failed to prevent wars. It is our duty,
therefore, to fight for the reform of this
institution.

At COP30, we will advocate the creation of a
UN Climate Change Council linked to the General
Assembly. It would be a new governance
structure with the force and the legitimacy to
ensure that countries deliver on their promises,
and an effective step toward reversing the current
paralysis of the multilateral system.

At every Climate Conference, we hear many
promises but see too few real commitments. The
era of declarations of good intentions has ended:
the time for action plans has arrived. That is why,
today, we begin the COP of Truth.

SToitd §, COP30 3R | T &0

Belém Summit and COP30

ddém FHAH 3R COP30

e Today, in the Brazilian Amazon, the Belém Summit opens ahead of the 30th United
Nations Climate Change Conference (COP30).
TS, HTS 3 ¥, Selém WRIEH o 8T ¢ i 30d HYeRd I1Y STeary uRad—
YW (COP30) T Ugd AT fobar ST &1 ]

e World leaders convened here in the days leading up to the COP so that we can all commit to
acting with the urgency that the climate crisis demands.
SRR & Arsit A coP ¥ Ugd & farl & I8t 96 d @t dlfer 8w Sadr] e & A &
3TER A PRAT B & forg v & 9|

o If we fail to move beyond speeches into real action, our societies will lose faith not only in the
COPs but also in multilateralism and international politics more broadly.
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3R &Y Rds UTwont e Hferd I8 MU 3R IRAfds HRATS el B, dl gAR JHTS & fayr
e COP H g1 g1 afceh aguaitaar iR SieRfga Irer=itfa # & g1 S|

That is why | have summoned leaders to the Amazon: to make this the COP of Truth; the
moment we demonstrate the seriousness of our shared commitment to the planet.
Zferg A Acran &Y v H goTT 8 38 Wed BT COP -1 & T, T I8 &0 & o1d g1 U8 &
Tifer e vfdegar @t R i g

Humanity has shown its ability to overcome great challenges when it acts together and guided
by science.

AHadT = I8 e § fb oie a8 91y fireie 3R fasm & Anfexi= & & &l 8 df et
T Bl IR IR Fal |
We protected the ozone layer.

U 3N TR B 87T Bt

The global response to the COVID-19 pandemic proved that the world can act decisively
when there is courage and political will.

COVID-19 HETHR! & Ufd afyes ufafssar 3 g aifad fan fs oie arey ik Ieifae
TR gl al glar uifas HRars HR @t 5|

Back to Brazil
EIGIGECINE]

Brazil hosted the Earth Summit in 1992.

SToite = 1992 ¥ 3rdf waffre ot Aar 31

We approved the Conventions on Climate Change, Biological Diversity, and Combating
Desertification, and adopted principles that defined a new paradigm for preserving our
planet and our humani

ty.
sﬁmm,%aﬁﬁwﬁmﬁmwmaﬁﬁqﬂﬁﬁ?@
fRIGId SOHTT S 89K 8 3IR AMadl & WR&UT & It Uas =11 G am uRyIfd vd & |
Over the past 33 years, these gatherings have produced important agreements and targets
for reducing greenhouse gas emissions — from ending deforestation by 2030 to tripling
renewable energy use.

fOsd 33 auf B, 37 ! 3 Heaqul THehd 3R AT AT fHT § O a1 $eTs $I 2030
TP GUTW BT 3R TGN Soil b IUANT B <l AT HRAT|

More than three decades later, the world has retumed to Brazil to confront climate change.
I aR1! § SfF T S, g STeraTg, Uiad= &1 91 B & fo1g Slld die TS § |
It is no coincidence that COP30 takes place in the heart of the Amazon rainforest.

g Pz AT ] ¢ fob COP30 3w auiad & fad & g1 38T 3|

This is an opportunity for politicians, diplomats, scientists, activists and joumnalists to witness
the reality of the Amazon.

Tg SIS, e, Iu-e!, Bridbdisit 3R THRI & fIT /e &I arRdfdebd Bl g
BT AHTW B

We want the world to see the true state of the forests, the planet’s largest river basin, and
the millions of people who live in the region.

B9 918d § & gfar Sial ot arafas Rufa, g @t gad a8t 9d) aRM, iR 39 aa A e
aTet Al AnT Bl S |

COPs cannot be mere showcases of good ideas or annual gatherings for negotiators.
COPs &ad 3w faR| &1 R a1 I Jral-Teie ol o1 ¥ |

They must be moments of contact with reality and of effective action to tackle climate
change.

I8 IRAfdHdl $ YU AR FTearg uRkad I e & o yurdt sRaE & eor gF =nfeu|
To confront this crisis together, we need resources.

TG Tahe BT AT U 1Y FHRA & (o1 g6 W8l 1 S1axgadi ¢ |

We must recognise that the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities
remains the non-negotiable foundation of any climate pact.

&Y I8 A= 81T fob e afeh=1 ey omaeat o1 Rigia fosht +ft Stearg ww=ia
3Rad-a g s @ B
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e Thatis why the Global South demands greater access to resources — not out of charity, but
justice.

3T TAad ATSY e FATLAY e Uga ! AT Bl & — g WIUBR & forg e, afep
a1 & fau ]l

¢ Rich countries have benefited the most from the carbon-based economy.
Yt SR A Ta Sifi BT Smenia srforawr ¥ Ay I3/ B |

e They must now rise to their responsibilities, not only by making commitments but also by
honouring their debts. ]
I S ST FTGIRAT BT AU 81T, had Ufddsdll &= ¥ 7g] dfcdh 31U BN BT G
IR i

e Brazil is doing its part.
FToltd SO e IR w8

e Injust two years, we have already halved deforestation in the Amazon, showing that
concrete climate action is possible.

Had <l I8 H, TA 3N 1 a9 PeTg B YT R 31 8, T 37 gu i 319 Sierarg
PTEaTS Tua 2

A M.ove !o Preserve Forests, Other Measures
T4l & TREUT & T FeH, 3 U

¢ In Belém, we will launch an innovative initiative to preserve forests: the Tropical Forests
Forever Facility (TFFF).
Ydem T, §H I WREU & oY TP TAAR Ugd L= HRl: SUdd BIveeHd WBIvTaR BiAferdt
(TFFF)I

e |tis innovative because it operates as an investment fund, not a donation mechanism.

g TaER] § Hife g faw PIu & =0 & o dar g, 7 fo & 9o & =0 H|

o The TFFF will reward those who keep their forests standing and those who invest in the fund;
a genuine win-win approach to tackling climate change.
TFFF 3 QM ) QR B SN 30 SIS ! §9T W d 8 3R off 19 H Faw avd &'
SAary uikaed= ¥ e & e T arafds fam-famr efdaton

e Leading by example, Brazil has announced a $1 billion investment in the TFFF, and we
expect equally ambitious announcements from other countries.

T8R0T U I gU, Seite 1 TFFF A $1 fafera= fawr ot giwon 1 8, ok 89 oFg =i @
A AgaTdie oS o Iwe Hd ¢ |

o We also set an example by becoming the second country to present a new Nationally
Determined Contribution (NDC).
BH U8 3arexul i Je fova i g e Ity freffva aivrer (NDC) &1 g &3 arell gt
3T §9 Y|

e Brazil has committed to reducing its emissions by 59% to 67%, covering all greenhouse
gases and all sectors of the economy.

IO 3 3 ITSI B 59% A 67% dh T ol ey foran g, orad T+t Wieerew Al sik
efeawy & guft &= o1 wnferet far mar g |

¢ In this spirit, we call on all countries to present equally ambitious NDCs and to implement
them effectively.
Sty &, 51 ot =1 & SR R § T o IH HeaTdiel NDCs TRgd &% 3R S5
T G AR B |

e The energy transition is fundamental to meeting Brazil’s NDC.

Soff GHHUT FTeiiel S NDC &1 11 B & U Jeryd 8|

e Our energy matrix is among the cleanest in the world, with 88% of our electricity coming
from renewable sources.

;jﬁ@%wrfﬁfz}aqgﬁmﬁmwgtmﬁ@% o 3R 88% fowich Adtevuig Hal &
|

¢ We lead in biofuels and are advancing in wind, solar, and green hydrogen energy.

T SR H ool § ok uad, IR SR g g1ggie Setf 8 Uifd Ix @ 5
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Redirecting revenues from oil production to finance a just, orderly and equitable energy
transition will be essential.

AT SIS I 3T I AT, HARYA 3R THM Sl HpHOT B [T B & fow
TAFCRIT ST A=A g

Over time, oil companies worldwide, including Brazil’s Petrobras, will transform into
energy companies, because a growth model based on fossil fuels cannot last.
T & 1Y, g @ da sufar, S s $1 i it §, et sufeal o
gRafid gt ST, i shtarzw S smenRd e Hied de wHd d@ fow -Tg] Jabdi
People must be at the centre of political decisions about climate and the energy transition.
Ay 3R FHell YHHUT & IR T oo Fofal & g & @ o) g1 a1

We must recognise that the most vulnerable sectors of our society are the most affected by
the impacts of climate change, which is why just transition and adaptation plans must aim
to combat inequality.

&Y T8 A1 81T fob TUR THTS & 9ad HHGIR aff STeaTg UiRad= & THa! 9 9ad $HfI®
TUTIIA 810 €, SHICIY <ATaERTd HhHUT 3R I AISTISH &1 Aed SFHIAT DI HH DAl
RRIEINEY

We cannot forget that two billion people lack access to clean technologies and fuels for
cooking, and 673 million still live with hunger.

B I8 el Y I % & 3RT ANT & U WHT UHH & oY e ab-te 3R e d% Ugd
T8 §, 3R 673 fafera= snft off y@ & U B §

In response we will launch in Belém, a ‘Declaration on Hunger, Poverty and Climate’.
T6% oaTd B, g4 ddém B 4, TG 3R STearg TR 9o i 3391

Our commitment to fight global warming must be directly linked to the fight against hunger.

AP T A 7 & Ul s ufded B A Y@ & e et | Siel 9 ARyl

The Need for a Climate Change Council
ATy uikad- uftug @t aRadd

It is also fundamental that we advance the reform of global governance.

78 it geryd ® b gr af¥e e GUR 1 3 serd|

Today, multllaterqllsm suffers from the paralysis of the United Nations Security Council.
31T, Fgueitaar Sga Y Y& uRug &1 adha oil Rufa 4 difsa 3

Created to preserve peace, it has failed to prevent wars.

ST ST T & oY ST TS 8 G5} 1 A A <8 2
It is our duty, therefore, to fight for the reform of this institution.
ST, THRT Bl & 9 & 39 TR % YR F o7 a2 |
At COP30, we will advocate the creation of a UN Climate Change Council linked to the
General Assembly.
COP30 H, §H HIATI WHT ¥ 3! Ugad Y Sararg uRad= afkug o FaAfr &1 asrerd s
It would be a new governance structure with the force and legitimacy to ensure that
countries deliver on their promises, and an effective step toward reversing the current
paralysis of the multilateral system.
g TS 41 XM &idT 51T Fors g dehd SR dedl gft o S=1 ou= aragl & [ &, iR
Ig SgUETT WUITell &1 aaa™ adhd &l Jdc &I fa=n § T THTd! Had grm
At every Climate Conference, we hear many promises but see too few real commitments.
R AT TR B, 39 BE 12 T § A Sgd HH IS Wiegan @d 2
The era of declarations of good intentions has ended: the time for action plans has
arrived.
3y SIGH B GYUTTSH HT W JAT B T §: B A3 HT T 37 T 5|
That is why, today, we begin the COP of Truth.

, TS 81 T T COP Y& TR I ¢
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Challenges facing the upcoming income surve?

The upcoming Household Income Survey promises to provide a detailed snapshot of India’s households — their incomes, expenses, and changing dynamics. Yet,

collecting accurate income data remains a challenge due to the sensitive nature of the questions, which many respondents may find intrusive or difficult to answer

ECONOMIC NOTES

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

he upcoming Household
Income Survey, 2026, which is
going to be the first of its kind,

could offer the clearest picture
yet of India’s households, revealing how
they are coping, changing, and moving
towards the future. However, the
challenge with such an exercise lies in the
sensitive nature of questions about
individual income, which many
respondents may be reluctant to answer.
While the survey design is valuable from a
policymaker’s perspective, for
respondents, such questions can feel
intrusive and, in many cases, difficult to
answer accurately from memory.

On past surveys

Indian policymakers lack actionable
information about household income.
While surveys like the Periodic Labour
Force Survey attempts to capture
earnings, it views wages and salaries
through the lens of labour market
dynamics, and falls short of offering
detailed insights into household
characteristics. The Household
Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES)
relies on spending patterns to infer
household income. While this survey is
considered more reliable, using
consumption data as a proxy for income
involves a leap that may not always hold
up in practice. Then there is the RBI's
Consumer Confidence Survey which
tracks how income levels rise or fall over
time among urban and rural consumers.
Put together, these survey tools have
either captured broad trends in income
changes, relied on proxies to gauge them,
or examined income through specific
analytical lenses.

The upcoming Household Income
Survey, however, aims to collect income
data to understand income itself and its
interplay with other household
characteristics. The new survey gathers

detailed information on social group,
religion, and occupation — covering
whether households are engaged in
agriculture or other economic activities. It
also records land ownership and use,
property details such as the size and type
of dwelling, and loans taken.

This survey, for the very first time,
collects detailed information on regular
salaries, including allowances such as
overtime pay, performance-based
bonuses, stock options, leave
encashments, and severance payments.
For casual workers, the survey will record
the number of days worked, average daily
wages earned, and even tips received. In
the case of self-employed respondents, it
will gather details on the type of crops
sold, the quantity, and the value of those
sales. For those engaged in
non-agricultural work, the survey will
note down the sector of business and the
gross value of receipts earned.

By combining such information, the
survey will make it easier to understand

GETTY IMAGES

class dynamics across different types of
employment and whether certain jobs are
concentrated within specific social
groups. It may also shed light on what
share of a household’s total income goes
toward loan repayments — an important
metric in an economy driven by
EMI-based spending, particularly among
urban households. When it comes to
agriculture, the detailed questions make
this survey an excellent direct tool to test
claims like “doubling farmers’ income”,
and assess related government schemes.

Expenses recorded

While measuring income is important,
considering spending patterns is equally
essential. Therefore, this survey repeats
some questions from the HCES. For
instance, the survey asks farmers to
report input costs for each item, including
seeds, labour, and transport. For those
engaged in self-employment in other
sectors, it seeks details on raw material
costs, rental payments, and repair and

Challenges facing the upcoming income survey

MRt 3ma wderor & e gHaar

e The upcoming Household Income Survey promises to provide a detailed snapshot of
India’s households — their incomes, expenses, and changing dynamics.

SMTHT gHgIeS

$APH A&V YRA & TR B U fad J® TGH B

STP! 3T, W SR ggerdt yqfral & aR 7|

e Yet, collecting accurate income data remains a challenge due to the sensitive nature of
the questions, which many respondents may find intrusive or difficult to answer.

i +ft, Wt oma et T Al

ITREAT 39 SfahH® g1 IR 34 A BfeH I T B |

Upcoming Household Income Survey, 2026

ST gHEles

TPH

Td, 2026

maintenance expenses. By gathering both
cost and income data from the same
households, the survey enables accurate
measurement of profit margins.
Additionally, it measures pension
payments, family support transfers such
as alimony or child support, and
remittances. More importantly, for the
first time, the survey collects data on
funds received through State-specific
schemes such as the Kalaignar Magalir
Urimai Thittam in Tamil Nadu, along with
several Union government schemes.

Testing troubles
In August this year, the proposed survey
was pilot-tested by randomly selecting
households across India to answer its
questions. This exercise generated some
concerning feedback. Close to 95% of the
respondents considered the information
to be sensitive and felt uncomfortable
disclosing income from different sources.
A majority of them refused to answer
questions about income taxes paid. Most
respondents thus are likely to feel
cautious when answering these questions.
The survey team is aware of this challenge
and is addressing it by increasing public
awareness, dispelling misconceptions,
and planning outreach across various
media. They also aim to deploy field staff
familiar with local languages to build
trust. The testing team observed that
respondents in rural areas sought fewer
clarifications, whereas those in affluent
households asked for more. Due to this
hesitation, unusually, the government is
considering introducis
self-compilation system exclusively for
affluent and gated communities. Under
this system, respondents would receive a
written request explaining the survey’s
objectives and the importance of
providing accurate income data.
Moreover, during field visits, many
households overstated their expenses or
misunderstood their income levels.
Respondents also found it difficult to
recall details about their financial assets
and were often unaware of the interest
earned from savings or fixed deposits.

THE GIST

L 4

This survey, for the very first
time, collects detailed
information on regular salaries,
including allowances such as
overtime pay,
performance-based bonuses,
stock options, leave
encashments, and severance
payments.

L 4

In August this year, the
proposed survey was
pilot-tested by randomly
selecting households across
India to answer its questions.
This exercise generated some
concerning feedback.

v

A majority of them refused to
answer questions about
income taxes paid.

&1 dTeT BT § —

1t g5 & i welf P Yae=Ne Upfa & HRU B

e The upcoming Household Income Survey, 2026, which is going to be the first of its kind,
could offer the clearest picture yet of India’s households, revealing how they are coping,
changing, and moving towards the future.
ST GIHGITS ST W |4, 2026, SN fd 30T RE &1 Ugdll Id §, HRd & €RI 3! Gad WY
TR U R Tl 8, T e §U b 3 FHTeT 32 &, 9T 38 § 3R HiaTsy & 3R 98 | B

e The challenge with such an exercise lies in the sensitive nature of questions about
individual income, which many respondents may be reluctant to answer.
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39 UBR & 3R & TN § b stk 3 & e Harel 1 Hagasiie upfa gl 8,
o1 IR &7 | F3 ITRaml fedfdal I&d g

While the survey design is valuable from a policymaker’s perspective, for respondents,
such questions can feel intrusive and, in many cases, difficult to answer accurately from
memory.

STafds gdemr fewme Rfaftmtarst & e @ ngayef 8, StwRarmms & forg T
TEIEUYU] T Wb § 3R P A A I Wfd | et S<R o1 IfXhd 8 Joball 2

On Past Surveys

o ademn w

Indian policymakers lack actionable information about household income.
& U gHEIeS 36 d & IR § Srf-aa 9y SRl &1 HH g

Surveys like the Periodic Labour Force Survey attempt to capture earnings, but view
wages and salaries through the lens of labour market dynamics, and fall short of offering
deta|led insights into household characteristics.

AT B Tqd S Td ST DI TH S BT Y HRd 8, AfdeT Helg! MR ad- &
3 TR B Trefierar & eI A 3Ed €, 3R W B frdtyaret | Rwqd sHer &7 3

3HT I8 B

The Household Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES) relies on spending patterns to

infer household income, which, while considered more reliable, involves a leap that may not

always hold up in practice.

BISHE 108 HoTRRH TaHUISR ¥d (HCES) Wd & U W 3neRd grHgIes $9PH &1

ggfm% for Siferes for=ita AT S ©, A1 I8 SIFAT SHRN aeR | Ugt Aifad
HhdT|

The RBI's Consumer Confidence Survey tracks how income levels rise or fall over time
among urban and rural consumers.

RB| &I PIPST U4 I8 b odl ¢ b XS 3R refior Iusiaarait & oma wR
T P 1Y Y 9¢d 1 9ed g

These survey tools have either captured broad trends in income changes, relied on
proxies to gauge them, or examined income through specific analytical lenses.

ﬁwwmsﬁmuﬁaﬁﬁwmm% 3 A0 & for greRft R Ak
A 8, T1 31 ! faRky RAzavumas e @ 2wd 2|

Objective of the Upcoming Survey
ST} Jd&fuT HT ST

The upcoming Household Income Survey aims to collect income data to understand
income itself and its interplay with other household characteristics.

FIEIcS SAPH Td BT 3o AT T UdH3 B § dlfds 3T Pl T o Tb 3R
sa%mwaﬁﬁﬁwﬁ%ma&mﬁaaaﬁmw%|

The new survey gathers detailed information on social group, religion, and occupation,
covering whether households are engaged in agriculture or other economic activities.

T TS AT g, U 3R =T IR fAgd STHHR] Teha ol €, T8 S gu b TR P
7 3= anfdfes wifafafery & o € ar =87

It also records land ownership and use, property details such as the size and type of
dwelllng and loans taken.

P WA 3T IUTNT, HUfty fIavur S o &1 PR 3R UK, 3R AT g 1Y
am 1t Repls FRaT gl

For the first time, this survey collects detailed information on regular salaries, including
allowances such as overtime pay, performance-based bonuses, stock options, leave
encashments, and severance payments.

Ugal aR, %Hﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ?wﬁﬁﬁmmm%’ o v S SfaRersw U,
TR SMeTRa 919, TP faPpey, AP AHgHI, 3R VI Y A ¢ |
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For casual workers, the survey records the number of days worked, average daily wages

earned, and tips received.

h&gaﬁ%ﬁ, T4 &1 fpu M foA, st e ueigdl, iR urw fowq &1 Rere

E2GIN

For self-employed respondents, it gathers details on the type of crops sold, quantity, and

value of those sales.

WRISR JRerarsit & iy, 78 99 U Bl & YR, 6T, 3R Ied & THER! Tha

HRAT B

For those engaged in non-agricultural work, the survey notes the sector of business and

the gross value of receipts earned.

S AT TR-PIY &l T T §, I oY 9d saaara &1 &7 3R 3T 3t o AR B! Ale

FRAT B

By combining such information, the survey will make it easier to understand class dynamics

across different types of employment and whether certain jobs are concentrated within

specific social groups.

U TFPHRI Bl Hed, 4 fafid ToR & el o Jitg afaxitaar of I9em s

ST 31R T8 3R b o1 B Aiepiai ARy WA THEl § ied o

It may also shed light on what share of a household’s total income goes toward loan

repayments, an important metric in an economy driven by EMI-based spending, particularly

among urban households.

Tg g8 it foxar v 3 & {6 @R ) et 3ma &1 w1 1 fewan SBr Yira | Sl 8, S EMI-

aenfed T archt srfegawn §, fativaR et W &, U6 deayul Hits 5l

Regarding agriculture, the detailed questions make this survey an excellent direct tool to

test claims like “doubling farmers’ income” and assess related government schemes.

P & el B, fawga Uy =0 9d &) W Iuavr & T4 A IFV §1d § arfp “fparat @

gﬂﬁm”ﬁ@mﬁﬁaﬁaﬁmﬂ%ﬁvﬂaﬁawﬁmﬁwwmw
I

Expenses Recorded

fpg g

While measuring income is important, considering spending patterns is equally essential.
Safds ST B AT HeAYy! 8, W & Fed IR AR FHrAr o 31 € Simawg s 7|

Therefore, this survey repeats some questions from the HCES.

TfTY, Ig A& HCES I 3 UY alexIdl o |

For instance, the survey asks farmers to report input costs for each item, including seeds,
labour, and transport.

ISTERT & o, 0T it & Udieh a¥g & $-TYC AT 1 RUIE 9 o fo gl 7, o
¥, 99 SR uf¥as= i ¢

For those engaged in self-employment in other sectors, it seeks details on raw material
costs, rental payments, and repair and maintenance expenses.

3 &3 H WRISNR B @ ARl & o, 78 e UTel 3t AT, fpma &1 Yiram, ok TeTd
Td TERErd @9 &1 [qaRor AT 3|

By gathering both cost and income data from the same households, the survey enables
accurate measurement of profit margins.

T &1 R I GNTd 3R 39 ST THA By, YA&UT AT A HT F5 AT G ST 5 |
Additionally, it measures pension payments, family support transfers such as alimony or
child support, and remittances.

4% MfaRad, T8 U= YIrar, Tiarie Juda gxiaRor S HRUT-uyor a1 are G0,
3R YT H AT B |

More importantly, for the first time, the survey collects data on funds received through State-
specific schemes such as the Kalaignar Magalir Urimai Thittam in Tamil Nadu, along with
several Union government schemes.

T HE@qUl, Ugeht IR, Fderr Ireg-faflkry g S affrarg # warsar aftar siwd
IS & HIZH 4 U B8 3R $3 g AXPR B A1 TR STl ThA Pl 5
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Testing Troubles

Tleor Heeh IHETg

In August this year, the proposed survey was pilot-tested by randomly selecting
households across India to answer its questions.

U AT A H, TRATAd A&7 BT URITE URIEUT HRd WX T IR &) TRfS® ©U I TAHR
o 717 f1fes d S Uil BT ST &

This exercise generated some concerning feedback.

T 3N A 3 Ridree wfafsrar Sad &1

Close to 95% of the respondents considered the information to be sensitive and felt
uncomfortable disclosing income from different sources.

TTHT 95% IJTREIAI3N A THBRT BT Jade-TRier AT 3R AT Hidl & S BT garm w4 &
g Heygy fdar|

A majority of them refused to answer questions about income taxes paid.

0 9 YD A YT fHT T ARIHR & IR & Tl BT IR o A SADBR b

Most respondents are likely to feel cautious when answering these questions.

SABIRT STREI 39 Ul BT IWR Gd I AEAYTH I IHd 6 |

The survey team is aware of this challenge and is addressing it by increasing public
awareness, dispelling misconceptions, and planning outreach across various media.
T A9 39 K T 3T § 3R 3T AP STRREdl 9T, Teld URUNSH H gv
XD, 3R faflr Wifean & Aoy & g JiomT SR Yaiied HR 3@ 6

They also aim to deploy field staff familiar with local languages to build trust.

d R yTasi & uRfad Wies W &I A1 IR [T S &1 967 794 ¢ |

The testing team observed that respondents in rural areas sought fewer clarifications,
whereas those in affluent households asked for more.

T1&or ¢ A <1 fo ardtor @ o ITRETArsl A S TPIBROT TR, Said TS _1 o arhi
3fferes ||

Due to this hesitation, unusually, the government is considering introducing a self-
compilation system exclusively for affluent and gated communities.

39 fgafdrarge & HRUI, SN €U 9, WHR IHH SN 71¢s g™l & forg faiy & u §
BT YoIrelt 9% I W fIaR #R 3@ 7

Under this system, respondents would receive a written request explaining the survey’s
objectives and the importance of providing accurate income data.

T UMl & d8d, STREMIST &I Y&l & I 3R P 3 Sl UaH HR & Hed B
e & fo fafa eRIY U 8|

During field visits, many households overstated their expenses or misunderstood their
income levels.

Bics fafsie & SRM, F Wi 7 307 Tt B AP Tar™m a1 U= 3 TR B Tad IH|

Respondents also found it difficult to recall details about their financial assets and were
often unaware of the interest earned from savings or fixed deposits.

ITRardIS] ®I 30 faxita Hufw & fqaro arg T gfewd @ ok d SR oad a1 frRs
fEutfore & sifoid sarer ¥ 3FWH |
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Agri tech a ‘big part’
of FTA negotiations

with India:

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Agricultural  technology
sharing and methods to in-
crease output are a “big
part” of the negotiations
between New Zealand and
India on a free trade agree-
ment (FTA), New Zealand’s
Minister for Trade and In-
vestment Todd McClay
said on Wednesday.

India and New Zealand
began the fourth round of
negotiations towards an
FTA on Monday, with the
Indian team visiting Auck-
land until Friday. Com-
merce Minister Piyush
Goyal also visited New Zea-
land on Wednesday to dis-
cuss various issues with
Mr. McClay.

Speaking to reporters in
Auckland along with Mr.
Goyal, Mr. McClay said that
New Zealand had been in-
novating over the years
and working with its farm-
ers to find ways to produce
more and to increase its
farmers’ incomes.

“Prime Minister [Chris-
topher] Luxon has direct-
ed me in our discussions
and negotiations to make
sure New Zealand does its
part to help Prime Minister
[Narendra] Modi meet his
commitment to increasing
the earnings of Indian
farmers by 50% by 2030,”
Mr. McClay said.

“So a lot of the science
that we have developed
here to help them produce
more is available to us in
cooperation with India and
that’s been a big part of our
discussion around the ne-
gotiation so far,” he added.

Negotiations with India

McClay

Union Minister Piyush Goyal
with New Zealand Trade
Minister McClay. FILE PHOTO

regarding agriculture have
been tricky as the Indian
government has been
steadfast in protecting the
interests of its farmers.

This has been a speed
bump in negotiations with
the U.S., European Union,
and even the United
Kingdom.

‘Challenges remain’

“It’s fair to say that on both
sides, there are always
challenges in a trade nego-
tiation,” Mr.  McClay
acknowledged.

“What Minister [Piyush]
Goyal and I have agreed is
that rather than our nego-
tiators arguing, we will find
solutions together. And so
far, I think we’ve made
great progress.”

Neither Minister was
forthcoming about a dea-
dline by which the deal
would be finalised.

“I don’t think we ever
discuss deadlines,” Mr.
Goyal said.

“There never has been a
timeframe for any free
trade agreement that we
have negotiated,” Mr.
Goyal asserted.

Agri tech a ‘big part’ of FTA negotiations
with India: McClay

W%wuqm&qamfeﬁﬁwﬁ@ﬁaﬁ
TP ‘Hgayqul fewar: vad

e Agricultural technology sharing and
methods to increase output are a “big part” of the
negotiations between New Zealand and India on a
free trade agreement (FTA), New Zealand’s Minister
for Trade and Investment Todd McClay said on
Wednesday.

P TN AIg FRA1 3R IUTE 951 & add
HRA 3R 'S & dI Yo ATUR JHEd (FTA) R
I 81 Tt $T “Hewqul fowar ¢, T oficls &
IO 3R frrar w3t ef's Wadt = qUaR &1 dell

¢ India and New Zealand began the
fourth round of negotiations towards an FTA on
Monday, with the Indian team visiting Auckland until
Friday.

YR 3T Geilds 7 HAR B THEAE @ =@l R
Pt IAT L= 31, o0 YR glafirsd 3epar
% aifeds BT ERT HXM
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal also visited New
Zealand on Wednesday to discuss various issues with
Mr. McClay.

qrforea Wt gy Mae 7 off grar @ geiids @1
1 fopan a1 ot Wt & Ty fafte g R =i ot o
o |

e Speaking to reporters in Auckland
along with Mr. Goyal, Mr. McClay said that New
Zealand had been innovating over the years and
working with its farmers to find ways to produce
more and increase farmers’ incomes.

3ol H BRI | Fraeiid Hed gu, &t e & A,
ot Haat 2 Fe1 fos Ul & TIMR BT 3T IET
2 3R 31y fFarl & A1y faed’ »1H 7 3871 8 alfey
ITeH Fe1 3R fFrarl @1 oma # 9f & e @i
ikl

e “Prime Minister [Christopher] Luxon
has directed me in our discussions and negotiations to
make sure New Zealand does its part to help Prime
Minister [Narendra] Modi meet his commitment to

increasing the earnings of Indian farmers by 50%
by 2030 ” Mr. McClay said.

YA [fheIey) aead 1 g3 Adufemr § i
AR Fatelt 3R arateft & gg i fasan S i
YolAs 3T ARTEM ¢, d1fs werwEt [FRE] WY o1
2030 TF YR fHari &1 3T | 50% gfg &1 aed
R8T 9H,” oft Tt A FeTl

e “So a lot of the science that we have
developed here to help them produce more is

available to us in cooperation with India and that’s been a big part of our
discussion around the negotiation so far,” he added.

ST, A Tgi Sl

THNP fawRIa B 2 a3 s ST ST TP, 3
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YR & 1Y YgURT # Iuas € 3R I8 3(F dP HRI 9Idi &1 U I8T R I8T 8
RESERSIr

o Negotiations with India regarding agriculture have been tricky as the Indian
government has been steadfast in protecting the interests of its farmers.
YRA & Ty FIY A Hafra arafe s & § Fifs YR IRPR 307 frart &
foal &t e FA A Tg T R

e This has been a speed bump in negotiations with the U.S., European Union, and
even the United Kingdom.
Tg SRty mfveT, TR W 3R gl 9@ b garges fhmsw & Iy arafef o oft
CEIEI]

e “Challenges remain’ — It’s fair to say that on both sides, there are always
challenges in a trade negotiation,” Mr. McClay acknowledged.

“gferal ot g€ & — Ig e SR g b Y uell & fore saTurR araf & gAmm
gAIfoar gt € ot T 3 iR |

o “What Minister [Piyush] Goyal and | have agreed is that rather than our negotiators
arguing, we will find solutions together. And so far, | think we’ve made great
progress.”

“[dg] TAd 3R 77 U8 FeA 1% ¢ o TR AIAIPR 68 P b ol Feee
U ATt | 3R 3T I, TR AT & o g7 St wrfa &1 g 1

e Neither Minister was forthcoming about a deadline by which the deal would be
finalised.
farelt oft 7= 9 g 1t warn fos o8 gHehar we a9 sifaw = ol

o “l don’t think we ever discuss deadlines,” Mr. Goyal said.

T el et b s o weai e wR =i A 8 oft e 3 s

o “There never has been a timeframe for any free trade agreement that we have
negotiated,” Mr. Goyal asserted.

T 31 b 5 Yad ATIR HHgTal TR dTeeid & 8, 370 i &8 gaadar
Fruffea =g & 7, ot Tige 3 SR SR Pl

www.patrioticias.in
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Nvidia among investors to join India Deep Tech
Alliance

HRd 31U ¢ Tarad d WfAe g1 aret ezt &
gAdifsar 4t wmfae

¢ Nvidia on Wednesday joined Indian and U.S.
investors backing the South Asian country’s deep-tech
startups as the group added new members and secured more

Nvidia among investors to than $850 million in capital commitments to close a big
- funding gap.

join India Deep Tech Alliance  wadifear 3 guar &) wrka ok sriifeT & Rz & T
Nvidia on Wednesday joined Indian and U.S forerepy T;,"f&l‘UT 'Qﬁ'lmé %QT & SIU-LP WIS o1 aadq ﬁo_CIT

investors backing the South Asian country"s. Fifep qe E| Gy H&R‘il Ea| GiISI 3R $850 faferaa 3 siftre &1

deep-tech startups as the group added new -q\\—rﬁ- trﬁla@m g\,ﬁm afe g iR far

members and secured more than $850 million in ins 3’& A a@ ! kS

capital commitments to close a big funding gap. off I

Qualcomm Ventures and Kalaari Capital are e Qualcomm Ventures and Kalaari Capital are <t
among the new investors joining the Alliance. It among the new investors joining the Alliance. w
Wi et I Sepsember i LS Hon BIADTH dad 3R BT Sfded Tardd H A g arat 7Y g
initial commitment to support companies in = o0
ST ; frazrel & ha €| &

industries such as space, Al and robotics. reuters
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e It was launched in September with a $1 billion initial commitment to support
companies in industries such as space, Al, and robotics.

=0 Rydar | af-a forar mar o1, 5 $1 faferas 6t yRfYe ufdasar o1 1 R arfe
Sfafves, W FEHRT (Al 3R A&ifead S &= 7 Huf~ral &1 gud= far o wd |
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